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August 4, 2026

The Honorable Brooke L. Rollins
Secretary

United States Department of Agriculture
1400 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, DC 20250

Dear Secretary Rollins:

I write to urge you to rescind the USDA’s staple food stocking standards rule for retailers participating in the
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP), slated for implementation in November. This proposal,
compounded by significant cuts to SNAP benefits stemming from President Donald J. Trump and
Congressional Republicans’ so-called ‘Big Beautiful Bill,” risks harming small grocery stores and convenience
stores that rely on SNAP to stay afloat, as well as Wisconsinites who rely on these stores to keep their families
fed. The USDA’s own analysis estimates that 5,000 stores across the country could lose their eligibility to
receive SNAP benefits under these new requirements, harming businesses and reducing access to healthy foods
in places already considered food deserts.

The USDA stocking standard final rule, with required implementation by November 4, increases the staple-food
requirement that food retailers must offer in their stores from three to seven varieties in each of four food
categories, while also reclassifying certain food items as non-qualifying “accessory foods.” While meeting these
new standards may not be challenging for established grocery stores or large chains, more than 71 percent of
SNAP retailers are small stores, many of which are one of the only food access points in many rural and urban
areas. The retailers most at risk are often in rural or Tribal areas without another food store option for miles or
in dense urban areas with no alternatives within walking distance. A USDA metric to identify food deserts, low-
income low access areas (LILA), estimates that 10 percent of the state, over half a million Wisconsinites, live in
a food desert.

USDA has presented this rule as a way to encourage expanded access to “real foods,” but if the only
convenience store in an area is deauthorized and can no longer accept SNAP benefits due to these new
standards, Wisconsinites—especially families and farmers who live in our rural areas and communities—may
be left with significantly fewer accessible food options or without any options at all. In addition, the new rule
stipulates that deauthorized businesses cannot apply for recertification to receive SNAP payments for six
months, further increasing the potential harm and reduction in access to healthy foods for Wisconsinites. Many
of these businesses are already operating on razor-thin margins, having to also account for fewer folks receiving
and spending SNAP benefits due to President Trump and Congressional Republicans’ ‘Big Beautiful Bill.” As
of April, nearly 24,000 Wisconsinites are no longer receiving SNAP benefits since the enactment of the
‘Big Beautiful Bill’ last July.
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As an example of the local impact felt here in Wisconsin, Exeland Depot is a convenience store located in
Northern Wisconsin in Exeland, and it is the only convenience store and shopping option for miles for the 229
people who live there. Unfortunately, in recent months and since the passage of the ‘Big Beautiful Bill,’
Exeland Depot has seen a decline in SNAP usage in their store and will now be required to make changes to
their store layout and the food options offered or risk deauthorization of accepting SNAP altogether, making it
even harder for the kids, families, and seniors in Exeland to get the food they need.

With Wisconsinites across the state already struggling to afford basic necessities due to thousands of dollars of
increased household costs annually due to President Trump’s reckless and chaotic policies, we need to ensure
folks have access to affordable, healthy food in every corner of our state. Instead of pursuing rule changes that
further exacerbate food insecurity in Wisconsin, I encourage you to rescind this rule and work with your
Republican colleagues in D.C. to reverse these harmful changes to SNAP created by the so-called ‘Big
Beautiful Bill,” and do the right thing for the kids, families, seniors, veterans, and communities across our state
and across the country that depend on this vital program.

Yours in service,
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Tony Evers
Governor



