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The Honorable Ron Johnson
328 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Bryan Steil
1526 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Derrick Van Orden
1513 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Scott Fitzgerald
2444 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Tom Tiffany
451 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Tammy Baldwin
141 Hart Senate Office Building
Washington, DC 20510

The Honorable Mark Pocan
1026 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Gwen Moore
2252 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Glenn Grothman
1211 Longworth House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

The Honorable Tony Wied
424 Cannon House Office Building
Washington, DC 20515

Dear Duly Elected Members of Wisconsin’s Congressional Delegation:

Last fall, I wrote to urge your bipartisan support for the timely reauthorization of the federal Farm Bill and
highlighted several key priorities critical to Wisconsin’s farmers, producers, families, and rural communities.
As Congress continues negotiations and we approach the looming end of the federal fiscal year, I write again to
reinforce the urgency and need for Congress to advance a comprehensive Farm Bill that reflects the evolving
needs of Wisconsin’s agricultural economy and the families who depend on it, including taking needed action to
safeguard Wisconsin’s hemp industry.

Wisconsin’s agricultural industry contributes more than $116 billion annually to our state’s economy and
remains foundational to our identity as America’s Dairyland, but our farmers, producers, and rural communities
continue to face significant challenges from President Trump’s trade wars and erratic tariffs, global market
instability and supply chain disruptions due to animal disease threats, and workforce shortages. To address these
challenges and ensure that our farmers, producers, farm families, and the industry that relies on them can

thrive, strong federal partnerships and sustained investment are needed.
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First and foremost, I urge you to protect and strengthen the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program
(SNAP), known in Wisconsin as FoodShare. Federal actions under the Trump Administration and
Congressional Republicans have created significant uncertainty for nearly 700,000 Wisconsinites,

including kids, seniors, veterans, people with disabilities, and working families. In fact, according to national
reporting, more than 770,000 kids have already been cut off from receiving this vital

food assistance nationwide. Furthermore, new SNAP requirements enacted through President Trump’s so-called
‘Big Beautiful Bill” impose significant new administrative burdens on states, creating unnecessary complexity
in administering the program and increasing the risk of benefit disruptions for eligible households.

Wisconsin has consistently maintained one of the lowest SNAP error rates in the nation, and thanks to the work
of my administration, Wisconsin is one of just nine states in the nation that will not have to

pay exorbitant penalty fees to the Trump Administration in 2027. This proves that Wisconsin’s FoodShare
program works exactly like it is supposed to, ensuring that the folks who need these critical resources to put
food on the table are receiving them. All told, thanks to my administration’s steadfast work, Wisconsin
taxpayers will be protected from bearing as much as $205.5 million in potential SNAP penalty fees imposed by
the so-called ‘Big Beautiful Bill.” But the fact remains that the methodology used to determine these penalty
fees for states under the ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ is arbitrary and fails to meaningfully strengthen the integrity of
SNAP. A strong Farm Bill should support, not undermine, states like Wisconsin that

have demonstrated effective stewardship of federal resources while ensuring FoodShare remains a reliable
source of food security for families across our state. I ask that you reverse the changes to SNAP enacted under
the ‘Big Beautiful Bill’ and instead prioritize reducing food insecurity for Wisconsin kids, families, and
communities in the next Farm Bill.

Furthermore, Wisconsin's agricultural success depends on continued federal investment in the programs that
help farmers remain productive, competitive, and resilient. As Congress works toward reauthorizing the Farm
Bill, I encourage you to build on the strong conservation, forestry, and dairy provisions that have long supported
Wisconsin’s agricultural economy. This includes continued funding for:

e Specialty crop and organic agriculture programs, including the USDA Specialty Crop Block Grant
Program and the National Organic Certification Cost Share Program, which support research,
innovation, market development, and producer competitiveness;

e Trade, local food, and supply chain investments, including the Market Access
Program, which expands domestic and international markets for Wisconsin producers
and strengthens local food systems;

o Farmer assistance and risk management programs, including the Certified Mediation Program, which
provides critical financial counseling and dispute resolution services for producers; and

e Dairy support programs, including the Dairy Business Innovation and Dairy Margin Coverage programs,
which help dairy farmers diversify, manage market volatility, and strengthen the long-term
competitiveness of Wisconsin’s dairy industry.

Just as importantly, the next Farm Bill must continue supporting Wisconsin’s efforts to protect

our valuable land and water resources. Voluntary conservation programs, working forest initiatives, and
watershed protection efforts strengthen the health of our forests, improve water quality, and preserve the natural
resources that are foundational to our state’s economy and quality of life. I urge you to include in the next Farm
Bill continued funding for:

o Conservation and watershed protection programs, including the Conservation Reserve Program and
subprograms, which help improve soil health, protect wildlife habitat, reduce nutrient runoff, and
strengthen climate resilience;



o Water quality and source water protection initiatives, including the “Grassroots” Source Water
Protection Program and Senator Tammy Baldwin’s Healthy H20 Act, to safeguard drinking water,
support private well owners, and help communities address PFAS, nitrate contamination, and other
emerging water quality challenges;

o Forestry and forest health programs, including the Forest Service’s Reforestation, Nurseries, and
Genetic Resources Program, Statewide Forest Action Plans, and Good Neighbor Authority partnerships,
which support healthy working forests, sustainable forest management, and long-term partnerships
between Wisconsin and the Forest Service; and

o Plant and animal health programs, including the Plant Pest and Disease Management and Disaster
Prevention Program, which strengthen disease prevention, biosecurity, and the resilience of Wisconsin
agriculture.

I also once again urge you to take needed action to prevent mass disruption of the hemp industry due to the
federal hemp definition change passed by Congress last year. I must reiterate the importance of Congress
providing a stable and workable path forward for Wisconsin’s hemp industry in the next Farm Bill or
standalone legislation. Hemp has become an increasingly important tool for agricultural diversification, rural
economic development, and value-added manufacturing, creating new opportunities for Wisconsin farmers,
processors, retailers, and consumers across our state. As Congress considers the future of federal hemp policy, it
is essential that any changes provide the certainty and regulatory clarity needed for this emerging industry to
continue growing and investing in Wisconsin.

As Wisconsin’s federal delegation, I urge you to ensure the Farm Bill remedies this issue and encourage you to
pursue a science-based federal framework that supports innovation, protects lawful businesses, and allows
Wisconsin farmers and producers to compete in a rapidly evolving marketplace. More broadly, the Farm Bill
should strengthen hemp research, improve access to crop insurance and financial services, and invest in
processing and supply chain infrastructure to help this industry reach its full potential. A strong and needed
revised hemp policy in the Farm Bill will also help maintain the over $700 million in economic production
Wisconsin’s hemp industry provides, preserve at least 3,500 jobs in the state, strengthen rural economies, and
ensure that Wisconsin farmers and businesses can continue building on the progress made since hemp was
removed from the Controlled Substances Act in the 2018 Farm Bill. Wisconsin farmers and businesses deserve
the certainty and support necessary to fully realize the economic benefits of this thriving sector.

The Farm Bill is more than agricultural policy; it is economic policy, nutrition policy, conservation policy, and
rural development policy. Its impacts are felt in every corner of our state, and I urge you to continue working
across the aisle to advance a comprehensive Farm Bill that protects Wisconsin’s farmers, strengthens our food
systems, safeguards our natural resources, and invests in the future of rural communities. Please do not hesitate
to reach out to my office with any questions regarding these important priorities for our state.

Yours in service,
Tony~Seecs

Tony Evers
Governor
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