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2025  WISCONSIN  ACT  
AN ACT to repeal 196.503; to amend 196.203 (1g) (b) and 196.50 (2) (j) 1. b. of the statutes; relating to: require-

ment for certain telecommunications providers to provide basic voice service.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in sen-
ate and assembly, do enact as follows:
SECTION 1.  196.203 (1g) (b) of the statutes is 

amended to read:
196.203 (1g) (b)  An alternative telecommunications 

utility certified under this section pursuant to s. 196.50 
(2) (j) 1. a. is subject to ss. s. 196.219 (2r) and 196.503, 
and, with respect only to wholesale telecommunications 
services, is subject to ss. 196.03 (1) and (6), 196.219 (4), 
196.28, and 196.37; and, if such an alternative telecom-
munications utility was regulated as a price-regulated 
telecommunications utility prior to June 9, 2011, the al-
ternative telecommunications utility’s intrastate dedi-
cated access rates shall mirror its interstate dedicated ac-
cess rates.

SECTION 2.  196.50 (2) (j) 1. b. of the statutes is 
amended to read:

196.50 (2) (j) 1. b.  Provide notice to the commission 
to recertify the telecommunications utility under this 
subsection and impose on the telecommunications util-
ity only those provisions of this chapter specified in this 
subd. 1. b.  No later than 30 days after receiving notice 
under this subd. 1. b., the commission shall issue an or-
der that grants recertification under this subsection and 
that imposes on the telecommunications utility only 
those provisions of this chapter specified in this subd. 1. 
b.  The telecommunications utility shall be exempt from 

all provisions of this chapter, except ss. 196.01, 196.016, 
196.025 (6), 196.191, 196.206, 196.212, and 196.219 
(2r), and 196.503; and except those provisions in s. 
196.203 (4m) (a) that are imposed on all alternative 
telecommunications utilities under s. 196.203 (3); and 
except, with respect to its wholesale telecommunica-
tions services only, ss. 196.03 (1) and (6), 196.219 (4), 
196.28, and 196.37.  If required by the public interest, 
the commission may, with respect only to intrastate 
switched access services, impose on the telecommuni-
cations utility s. 196.03 (1) and (6) and 196.37, except 
that the commission may not impose s. 196.03 (1) or (6) 
without also imposing s. 196.37 on the telecommunica-
tions utility.  The granting of the recertification shall op-
erate to terminate the telecommunications utility’s prior 
certification.  All regulatory requirements related to the 
prior certification that are inconsistent with the require-
ments of or regulation allowed under this subd. 1. b., in-
cluding all such requirements imposed by the certifica-
tion, and all such requirements imposed by the commis-
sion, whether by statute or commission rule or order, on 
the telecommunications utility are terminated on the ef-
fective date of the order unless the telecommunications 
utility, in its notice to the commission seeking recertifi-
cation under this subd. 1. b., requests to remain subject 
to one or more requirements of its prior certification that 
do not violate the telecommunications utility’s require-
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ments or obligations under this chapter and the commis-
sion does not deny the request in its recertification 
order.

SECTION 3.  196.503 of the statutes is repealed.


