Addendum #1
Questions & Answers
Urban Rural Women Substance Use Treatment Services


The Wisconsin Maternal Mortality Review Report Pregnancy-Associated Overdose Deaths (2016-2019) document was referenced in Section 1.4 of the funding opportunity. The document is available on the Current Funding Opportunities webpage.



Below are the answers to questions submitted to the Wisconsin Department of Health Services in response to this funding opportunity.

	#
	Question
	Answer

	1
	We have Treatment Clinics in these areas, and I am wondering if we are eligible to apply as we are a for-profit organization?
	Per section 3.6.2 Acceptable Uses and Limitations of Grant Funds
Additional funding limitations specific to SUBG are identified under 45 CFR 96.135 - Restrictions on expenditure of grant. The grantee shall not expend the Block Grant on the following activities:
· To provide financial assistance to any entity other than a public or nonprofit private entity.

	2
	If an applicant has locations in multiple Wisconsin regions, can the organization submit a single application covering the programs/services for all of the regions it intends to serve? Or does the applicant need to submit a separate application for each region it intends to serve?
	Per section 4.3 Multiple Applications
Multiple applications from a single applicant are permitted when each application will:
· Consist of program designs for different regions of the State of Wisconsin,
· Have program designs that provide services which address the needs of different, separate, and/or distinct populations within one region.

	3
	May grant funds be spent in more than one region?
	Per section 2.1 Eligible Applicants: Establishing services in an area or region requires the physical presence of a primary or branch office in the area. Mobile staff who commute throughout the region for in-home or community-based care are allowed, but a certified office in the region is required.

	4
	Can current DHS 75 licensed programs apply for this grant utilizing a branch location to provide services?
	Per section 2.1 Eligible Applicants: Establishing services in an area or region requires the physical presence of a primary or branch office in the area. Mobile staff who commute throughout the region for in-home or community-based care are allowed, but a certified office in the region is required.

	[bookmark: _Hlk205797057]5
	[bookmark: _Hlk204005170]Are we able to use our Federally Qualified Health Center (FQHC) status to meet the certification requirements?
	Per section 2.2 Certification Requirements
[bookmark: _Hlk160547141]Applicants must have certifications, licenses and permits required to perform the work specified at the time of application. The agency and applicable subcontractors must be certified under the appropriate section of Wis. Admin. Code ch. DHS 75 and abide by Wis. Admin. Code §§ DHS 92 and 94 and Wis. Stat. §106.02 (2).

	6
	From the funding opportunity, it says “Therefore, the Department anticipates awarding approximately $365,040 to each successful applicant.”

Is this the amount for the first year or is this amount for a five-year period?
	The Department anticipates awarding approximately $365,040 for each contract year to each successful applicant. 

Per section 5.1 Award Statement: Therefore, the Department anticipates awarding approximately $365,040 to each successful applicant. Contracts awarded to the successful applicant(s) will be effective from 1/1/2026 through 12/31/2026 with four one-year renewals. 

Four one-year renewals are based upon the grantee’s satisfactory performance, satisfactory completion of annual deliverables, and federal grant expectations, audit findings, and the availability of funds.

	7
	The GFO, p. 7 states: “ .. the Department anticipates awarding approximately $365,040 to each successful applicant.”

Will that be the amount of each grant? That is, will every grantee get the same amount? Or can that vary (i.e., can we apply for a larger amount?)
	Applicants may apply for a larger or smaller amount based on the program's needs. 
The program design and budget submitted is determined by the applicant to meet the grant funding requirements and to meet the needs of those using these services.
The amount of the award identified in the GFO is an approximation.
Per section 5.1 Award Statement: Therefore, the Department anticipates awarding approximately $365,040 to each successful applicant.

	8
	In the 2020 funding opportunity, there was a required 90-day Start-up period. We don’t see one in this funding opportunity.

Will there be a 90-day Start-up period this time? If so, is it expected that grantees would serve less women in Year 1 than in subsequent years?
	The 2025 URW GFO does not contain a 90-day start-up and implementation expectation as identified in the 2020 GFO. Applicants are asked to provide a timeline for implementation in the 2025 URW GFO application under 3.2.1 Proposed Services. 
Explain if this is a new program or an expansion of an existing program:
· Expansion of services: clearly identify the program or service being expanded; what will be added to the program, the additional number of women to be served, how this expansion improves access to services in your region, and a timeline for implementation. 
· New programs: provide a timeline for developing, staffing, and implementing the new program, the gap in services this program is intended to address, and anticipated barriers to implementation and how they will be addressed.

	9
	Would capital expenditures related to purchasing a sober living home be an allowable expense under this grant?
	Per section 3.6.2 Acceptable Uses and Limitations of Grant Funds
Additional funding limitations specific to SUBG are identified under 45 CFR 96.135 - Restrictions on expenditure of grant. The grantee shall not expend the Block Grant on the following activities:
· To purchase or improve land, purchase, construct, or permanently improve (other than minor remodeling) any building or other facility, or purchase major medical equipment.

	10
	What are the requirements for providing on-site childcare services?
	Per section 1.3 Purpose of the Funding/GFO
At a minimum, the grantee shall provide or arrange for the provision of the following services to pregnant women and women with dependent children, including women who are attempting to regain custody of their children per 45 CFR 96.124(e): 
(1) primary medical care for women, including referral for prenatal care and, while the women are receiving such services, childcare;
(3)	gender-specific substance use treatment and other therapeutic interventions for women which may address issues of relationships, sexual and physical abuse, parenting, and childcare while the women are receiving these services;

The program design is determined by the applicant to meet the grant funding requirements and to meet the needs of the population of focus. On-site childcare will need to be in compliance with the Wisconsin Department of Children and Families (DCF).

	11
	Is there a required number of goals for the program? Are applicants expected to come up with one unique goal for Goal 4 or is that optional?
	Per section 3.3 Goals, Objectives, and Performance Expectations, 3.3.4 Goal 4,
Goal 4 is open to give the opportunity to develop a goal based on the unique and innovative services your agency is proposing to provide. 

	12
	If Medicaid funding for women and children is reduced by the current administration, how might this impact grant-funded programs, and does DHS have contingency plans in place to address potential funding shortfalls?
	Contracts are dependent upon considerations that include, but may not be limited to, the award statement in the funding opportunity and availability of funds. Contract renewals are dependent on considerations that include, but may not be limited to, the awardee’s performance, federal grant expectations, audit findings, and the availability of funds.

	13
	What are DHS’s expectations or recommendations for demonstrating program sustainability beyond the initial funding period?
	Per section 3.2.4 Sustainability the applicant must describe how the agency will sustain these efforts after the conclusion of this funding opportunity. 
· Provide the agency’s plans for continuation of services for program participants in the event that grant funds are no longer available.
· Describe other funding sources used to keep your agency financially viable.
· Describe the funding sources being used for program participants who have no insurance or who may be under-insured.

	14
	If we propose to provide services within one of our licensed residential treatment facilities, which of the following could be an option as related to provision of outpatient follow-up services following client discharge from residential services:

· Would we need to provide follow-up services (post residential discharge) at a location in the community?
· Could follow-up services be provided via telehealth? 
· Could follow-up services be provided in the residential facility if additional licensing were secured and the program had a way to fully separate residential clients from outpatient clients?
	The program design is determined by the applicant to meet the grant funding requirements and to meet the needs of those using these services.

	15
	Eligible Applicants (Page 10) states: “Applicants previously awarded a contract under the Urban Rural Women’s Substance Use Treatment Services (URW) grant funding opportunity (GFO #GFO-SA20214URWSUS or GFO- SA20195URWSUD), or currently contracted for Urban Rural Women services, are not eligible for award under this GFO unless the agency proposes an expansion of services or plans to provide services to a new geographical area(s).”

Question 1a: Is it correct to assume that to meet the criteria for “expansion of services,” an applicant could propose to either a) increase the number of women served from the number currently served or 2) add a new service or services?

Question 1b: If qualifying for eligibility by expanding services in terms of serving more women than at present, how many more women would an applicant need to propose to serve than at present?

Question 1c: Given that the applicant's residential treatment capacity, excluding URW-funded slots, is approximately 110 at the time the new URW grant begins, is it correct to interpret the addition of 45 new slots under the upcoming URW grant as a true expansion, thus making such an application eligible for funding? In other words, since those 45 slots are not replacing the 45 from the prior URW grant, can this be viewed as an increase over the current non-URW baseline, and therefore eligible to count as expansion under the GFO?

Question 1d: The GFO states (p. 7) that it is the intent of DHS to award two grants to agencies in the Southeastern Region. Given that 1) DHS intends to award two grants to agencies in the SE Region, 2) that serving pregnant and postpartum women is a priority, and that 3) there are only two agencies in the SE Region that have the capacity to serve PPW and their infants/children, might DHS reconsider the requirement that applicants previously awarded a contract under #GFO-SA20214URWSUS are not eligible for an award under the present GFO unless they propose to expand services?
	1a - c: The program design is determined by the applicant to meet the grant funding requirements and to meet the needs of those using these services.

1d:  Per section 1.3 Purpose of the Funding/GFO The primary focus of this funding is to increase the availability of substance use treatment and recovery support services designed for pregnant, postpartum, and parenting women, either by establishing new programs or expanding the capacity of existing programs as identified in 45 CFR 96.124 (c). 




	16
	The 2020 URW GFO required applicants to attach Letters of Commitment (LOCs) to the application. The 2025 GFO makes no mention of LOCs.

Are applicants permitted to attach Letters of Commitment? If so, is it correct to assume that they won’t be counted in the 12-page limit?

Are applicants permitted to submit other attachments? If so, is there any page limit for attachments?
	Letters of Commitment are not a requirement of the 2025 URW GFO. 

Per 4.2 Submitting an Application
The number of pages in the application may not exceed 12 pages. Any content that is provided after the page limit has been exceeded will not be read, reviewed, or scored by the evaluation team. The documents listed in the Required Attachments and Additional Documentation section are not included as part of the application page limit and may be submitted separately.

	17
	In Section 3.5 Work Plan (GFO, p.16), applicants are instructed to provide the Work Plan in Form F-21276, as an attachment.

In Section 3.3 Goals, Objectives, and Performance Expectations (GFO, p.14), The GFO suggests that the applicant use the format of Form F-20389 for the response to this section but are instructed not to submit the form with the application.

We noted that the exact same Work Plan table in Form F-21276 is also contained in Form F-20389.

Is it correct to assume that completing Form F-21276 is a sufficient response to Section 3.3 (the instructions for which advise applicants to use the format in Form F-20389, which is the same as that in Form F-21276)? Otherwise, we would be using part of our 12-page application limit to duplicate a response that is in an attachment.
	Per section 3.5 Work Plan, 
Provide the Work Plan in Form F-21276, as an attachment. On the work plan document, provide details of what will be accomplished during the first year of the contract. 

Per section 3.3 Goals, Objectives, and Performance Expectations 
Goals are typically broad statements of long-range intended purposes. The goals are meant to be accomplished over the multi-year term of this grant opportunity.

Per section 3.3 Goals, Objectives, and Performance Expectations
Reference the required reporting requirements (Form F-20389) in the Reporting, Performance Measurement and Quality Improvement section, as this provides a good suggestion for formatting of your application response. Form F-20389 will be completed by agencies awarded a contract and should not be submitted as part of the response to this GFO.

	18
	Is there a requirement of the number of individuals to be served?
	The program design is determined by the applicant to meet the grant funding requirements and to meet the needs of the population of focus.
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