
 

 

Resources for School Districts Impacted 
by Wildfires & Other Natural Disasters 

Background 
Unfortunately, school districts across Washington have experience navigating wildfires, flooding, 
and other unforeseen circumstances that impact our schools. Districts that are impacted by 
wildfires and other unforeseen situations have multiple options for support and resources 
available. The list below is not exhaustive––districts are encouraged to contact OSPI or their 
regional educational service district with additional questions or needs. 

Spokane-area Resources 
The Spokane Complex Wildfire Response Resources website, compiled by Spokane Public 
Schools and other local partners, serves as a one-stop-shop of resources for those impacted by 
the August 2026 Spokane-area wildfires. 

School Meals 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved OSPI’s summer meal program waivers to 
support operations during unhealthy air quality conditions caused by wildfires. In anticipation of 
potential impacts during the 2026–27 school year, OSPI is also requesting USDA waiver flexibility 
to support schools affected by unanticipated closures or operational disruptions related to 
wildfires and other emergency conditions. These flexibilities can help ensure students continue 
to have access to school meals while allowing districts to respond to local circumstances. 

School Day Waivers 
Washington state requires school districts to provide 180 school days and a district-wide 
average of at least 1,027 instructional hours each year. As communities recover from wildfires, 
some school buildings may not be operable before the planned start of the school year for a 
variety of reasons. Unforeseen emergencies causing temporary school facility closures may be 
covered under an Emergency School Closure Waiver (see also Chapter 392-129 WAC), so that a 
school closure does not result in the loss of state funding. For additional information on 
Emergency School Closure Waivers, please visit OSPI’s 180-Day School Year Waivers webpage. 
 

https://www.spokanecommunityresources.org/
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fview.officeapps.live.com%2Fop%2Fview.aspx%3Fsrc%3Dhttps%253A%252F%252Fospi.k12.wa.us%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252F2022-12%252FEmergencyWaiverRequest.docx%26wdOrigin%3DBROWSELINK&data=05%7C02%7CKaty.Payne%40k12.wa.us%7C967e80043da64f0fbdc708def4c255a5%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639217312691288865%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Wbbtvia1VJViZ%2BXA3BWqWn2brJ4rFndImmFnE6XAZRA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fapp.leg.wa.gov%2FWAC%2Fdefault.aspx%3Fcite%3D392-129&data=05%7C02%7CKaty.Payne%40k12.wa.us%7C967e80043da64f0fbdc708def4c255a5%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639217312691310648%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dzg0v81%2Bz4rzLjSJspaOee0k5C6Z0EvbGBMnHWgTfAg%3D&reserved=0
https://ospi.k12.wa.us/about-ospi/about-school-districts/180-day-school-year-waivers
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Federal Funding 
The U.S. Department of Education manages the School Emergency Response to Violence 
(Project SERV) grant, which is intended to be used for short-term, education-related services to 
support recovery after traumatic events that disrupt the learning environment, including 
wildfires. Common eligible supports include targeted mental health services; overtime for 
teachers, counselors, and other staff; substitute teachers and personnel as needed; emergency 
transportation; technical assistance to help develop an appropriate crisis response; and 
transportation or other costs associated with operating schools at an alternative site, such as 
leasing temporary space to replace damaged facilities.  
  
If your district applies for this grant, please let the OSPI team know so we can keep our 
congressional delegation informed. For information on applying for a disaster-related Project 
SERV grant, please contact maria.rowan@ed.gov. 

Services for Students who are Displaced 
Students impacted by wildfires may be eligible for federal McKinney-Vento services. Students 
may qualify for additional support if they are:  

• Temporarily displaced due to fires.  
• Staying with relatives, neighbors, or friends (doubled-up).  
• Relocated to hotels, motels, or emergency shelters.  
• Living in inadequate housing due to fire damage (e.g., damage in need of repair).  

 
Districts with McKinney-Vento subgrants may use their funds to support students and families 
displaced by wildfires through short-term, temporary emergency housing under certain 
conditions. Please see the U.S. Department of Education’s recent Dear Colleague Letter for more 
information, as well as updated federal, non-regulatory guidance. Visit the Disaster Preparation 
and Response webpage from the National Center for Homeless Education for more resources.  
 
Other resources for students and families seeking immediate assistance include:  

• 211: Resources for housing, transportation, food, and crisis support.  
• The Red Cross: Emergency shelter, supplies, and disaster relief services.  
• Washington State Department of Health: Resources by county for weather-related 

emergency services including emergency shelters, warming centers, and more.  

Health Impacts from Smoke Exposure 
While schools are closed for summer, many are operating summer programs and/or preparing 
for school to start, and these resources can help schools, staff, students, and families reduce 
smoke exposure and protect their health. To learn more, explore wildfire smoke Wildfire smoke 
resources for schools; Washington Children and Youth Activities Guide for Air Quality; Improving 
Ventilation and Indoor Air Quality during Wildfire Smoke Events; Wildfire Smoke Guidance 
Summary: School Closures in Washington; and How to make your own clean air plan for sharing 

mailto:maria.rowan@ed.gov
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2Fdear-colleague-letter-update-regarding-permissibility-of-short-term-housing-august-4-2026-114354.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CDixie.Grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7Cc57c4d717dfc48ec1fd608def4aa2e2a%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639217208921715947%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=BrI58iJZnB2FCZ7RS5Hb3vRj0FnU8i%2FOC8nOh1nNvMs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ed.gov%2Fmedia%2Fdocument%2Fnon-regulatory-guidance-education-homeless-children-and-youths-program-august-4-2026-114353.pdf&data=05%7C02%7CDixie.Grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7Cc57c4d717dfc48ec1fd608def4aa2e2a%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639217208921725204%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=l4SPsfBNKq9fyi51oLFyhwfymRmxTzCDknhSB4wg%2F%2FM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnche.ed.gov%2Fdisaster-preparation-and-response%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDixie.Grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7Cc57c4d717dfc48ec1fd608def4aa2e2a%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639217208921738179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=myqblJs7YFAt%2BKnnz3xjloxOEr9oqR6Q2twg15AtCE4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fnche.ed.gov%2Fdisaster-preparation-and-response%2F&data=05%7C02%7CDixie.Grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7Cc57c4d717dfc48ec1fd608def4aa2e2a%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639217208921738179%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=myqblJs7YFAt%2BKnnz3xjloxOEr9oqR6Q2twg15AtCE4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwa211.org%252F%2F1%2F0100019b27ed3d6f-a67d7f63-490a-4a34-a9cf-f3aed802bbf4-000000%2F5ZFoonEpPAzK5-P_TM2u8pCUORlMDfg8fhdqGdmsynY%3D436&data=05%7C02%7CKaty.Payne%40k12.wa.us%7Cb11cb23d6f484918b1cb08de3dbfa39b%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639016091521177897%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=iyIz%2FioL9HONg0G8PPK7041MeOL%2BcV4L8%2BzrU23yEoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.redcross.org%252Fget-help%252Fdisaster-relief-and-recovery-services.html%2F1%2F0100019b27ed3d6f-a67d7f63-490a-4a34-a9cf-f3aed802bbf4-000000%2FlOfqNCbKdzfQ-ImC6VxlKwcbVofcpIg_34XODe5BSjs%3D436&data=05%7C02%7CKaty.Payne%40k12.wa.us%7Cb11cb23d6f484918b1cb08de3dbfa39b%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639016091521202858%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=wPGC9f8PAzUpczhV1ft4c%2F421t5dfEIoI%2BzKjV3kBUY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fdoh.wa.gov%252Fnewsroom%252Fresources-and-emergency-shelters-available-statewide-keep-people-safe-and-warm-during-dangerously%2F1%2F0100019b27ed3d6f-a67d7f63-490a-4a34-a9cf-f3aed802bbf4-000000%2Fa-lNPTRK0Ul2vp5oD7_QCuC1h3bALvVPnZKncsqaneg%3D436&data=05%7C02%7CKaty.Payne%40k12.wa.us%7Cb11cb23d6f484918b1cb08de3dbfa39b%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639016091521223919%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=gFJG7uMBr5kGMjMA1jDX%2Bqjduv1YiDQmY4Tanm6jjcE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FWADOH%252Fbulletins%252F4191520%2F1%2F0100019fd29e7018-4e51444d-f3a5-4bae-a791-d4452ab440bf-000000%2F72Ky-nC5Kt4_vzCvsECVe-kEum_wKoKBEEsU7UR0qOw%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cdixie.grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7C96b7b7fd8f7849dbbe4308def309450d%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639215418611642502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GzNj0kSVOnlb5XJlxqvcu%2FrESIMks68%2F%2FFjcul6zmoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fcontent.govdelivery.com%252Faccounts%252FWADOH%252Fbulletins%252F4191520%2F1%2F0100019fd29e7018-4e51444d-f3a5-4bae-a791-d4452ab440bf-000000%2F72Ky-nC5Kt4_vzCvsECVe-kEum_wKoKBEEsU7UR0qOw%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cdixie.grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7C96b7b7fd8f7849dbbe4308def309450d%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639215418611642502%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=GzNj0kSVOnlb5XJlxqvcu%2FrESIMks68%2F%2FFjcul6zmoc%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fdoh.wa.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252Flegacy%252FDocuments%252FPubs%252F334-332.pdf%2F1%2F0100019fd29e7018-4e51444d-f3a5-4bae-a791-d4452ab440bf-000000%2Ftwnu7tAym6oa2x7UsAKBfcVju5UpGyij-zose4pZi-0%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cdixie.grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7C96b7b7fd8f7849dbbe4308def309450d%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639215418611657523%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=1jo9Q6ojMfrWzsqdBBPupZr8EN8wxc0z4bpQfWvhjok%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fdoh.wa.gov%25252Fsites%25252Fdefault%25252Ffiles%25252Flegacy%25252FDocuments%25252FPubs%25252F333-208.pdf%25253Fuid%25253D6449749d76c28%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257Cannie.hetzel%252540k12.wa.us%25257Cb030216dda484140079208def18aa3f6%25257Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%25257C0%25257C0%25257C639213774949902513%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3Dy7ZDHt9JxhHrvqg26%25252FnG2EJqRyE%25252Bk44rSzVs%25252BzHG30s%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F0100019fd29e7018-4e51444d-f3a5-4bae-a791-d4452ab440bf-000000%2FqMZrTE3QIsUmzLPfSaCBn9gu-Wm758ohmUKkyX0Cxxs%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cdixie.grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7C96b7b7fd8f7849dbbe4308def309450d%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639215418611667398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3ThHVX3NzP7mLBB7ucFqGwYPTzfvhCSVuNO67tH6NNs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fnam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com%252F%253Furl%3Dhttps%25253A%25252F%25252Fdoh.wa.gov%25252Fsites%25252Fdefault%25252Ffiles%25252Flegacy%25252FDocuments%25252FPubs%25252F333-208.pdf%25253Fuid%25253D6449749d76c28%2526data%3D05%25257C02%25257Cannie.hetzel%252540k12.wa.us%25257Cb030216dda484140079208def18aa3f6%25257Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%25257C0%25257C0%25257C639213774949902513%25257CUnknown%25257CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%25253D%25253D%25257C0%25257C%25257C%25257C%2526sdata%3Dy7ZDHt9JxhHrvqg26%25252FnG2EJqRyE%25252Bk44rSzVs%25252BzHG30s%25253D%2526reserved%3D0%2F1%2F0100019fd29e7018-4e51444d-f3a5-4bae-a791-d4452ab440bf-000000%2FqMZrTE3QIsUmzLPfSaCBn9gu-Wm758ohmUKkyX0Cxxs%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cdixie.grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7C96b7b7fd8f7849dbbe4308def309450d%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639215418611667398%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=3ThHVX3NzP7mLBB7ucFqGwYPTzfvhCSVuNO67tH6NNs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fdoh.wa.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252F2025-08%252F334-431-WIldfireSmokeSCHOOLSummary.pdf%2F1%2F0100019fd29e7018-4e51444d-f3a5-4bae-a791-d4452ab440bf-000000%2FlkanfcVI8oGHYewjtJiysa5pgH2-Ymlc0CQzHvmBpdI%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cdixie.grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7C96b7b7fd8f7849dbbe4308def309450d%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639215418611679135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=INGdumYKJLjhBnTqFxz%2BYcvDuL0xV5P54Dz7KhuSEwE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fdoh.wa.gov%252Fsites%252Fdefault%252Ffiles%252F2025-08%252F334-431-WIldfireSmokeSCHOOLSummary.pdf%2F1%2F0100019fd29e7018-4e51444d-f3a5-4bae-a791-d4452ab440bf-000000%2FlkanfcVI8oGHYewjtJiysa5pgH2-Ymlc0CQzHvmBpdI%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cdixie.grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7C96b7b7fd8f7849dbbe4308def309450d%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639215418611679135%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=INGdumYKJLjhBnTqFxz%2BYcvDuL0xV5P54Dz7KhuSEwE%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flinks-1.govdelivery.com%2FCL0%2Fhttps%3A%252F%252Fwww.youtube.com%252Fwatch%253Fv%3D4qr1Aj6Di7w%2526t%3D14s%2F1%2F0100019fd29e7018-4e51444d-f3a5-4bae-a791-d4452ab440bf-000000%2FDNHN3fY3BBV5PLh8lOY5-EqfXbtoNLpURCas8VPhNiw%3D452&data=05%7C02%7Cdixie.grunenfelder%40k12.wa.us%7C96b7b7fd8f7849dbbe4308def309450d%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C639215418611689076%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8Js8TbY%2Fck2MmOratHaVl9K6NTd9HM28fUJXlVb1WUw%3D&reserved=0
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with families. The link for this and versions in Spanish, Vietnamese, and Korean can be found on 
the Department of Ecology’s Wildfire Smoke webpage. 

Mental Health & Basic Needs 
Washington state is offering a range of crisis, mental health, basic-needs, and wildfire recovery 
resources to those impacted by wildfires, including mental health crisis support (988); help with 
groceries, housing, utilities and more (Washington 2-1-1); and health support (Community Care 
Hubs). For students, families, and staff affected by wildfires, resources include The National Child 
Traumatic Stress Network; Psychological First Aid, Disaster Distress Helpline for Immediate Crisis 
Counseling | SAMHSA, and guidance for talking with children about disasters and wildfire 
smoke. After the Fire WA serves as a centralized recovery hub connecting wildfire survivors, 
landowners, businesses, and communities with practical recovery resources.  

Maintaining Special Education Services 
If wildfire repair and recovery impacts special education service delivery, districts should 
consider whether changes in the student’s circumstances, access to educational services, or 
ability to participate in instruction affect the student’s progress toward their Individualized 
Education Program (IEP) goals. Districts should review available progress-monitoring data and 
other information to determine whether the student is continuing to make expected progress 
and whether changes in services, supports, accommodations, or instructional approaches may 
be needed. Districts should also consider how to maintain the provision of FAPE, including 
special education and related services, during the disruption and document any interruptions in 
services that may affect student progress or require follow-up. For assistance, contact OSPI’s 
Special Education team at speced@k12.wa.us or 360-725-6075. 

https://ecology.wa.gov/air-climate/air-quality/smoke-fire/wildfire-smoke
https://988lifeline.org/get-help/
https://wa211.org/
https://wa211.org/
https://www.coalitionofachs.org/hubs
https://www.coalitionofachs.org/hubs
https://www.nctsn.org/
https://www.nctsn.org/
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/helplines/disaster-distress-helpline
https://www.samhsa.gov/find-help/helplines/disaster-distress-helpline
https://afterthefirewa.org/
mailto:speced@k12.wa.us

	Resources for School Districts Impacted by Wildfires & Other Natural Disasters
	Background
	Spokane-area Resources
	School Meals
	School Day Waivers
	Federal Funding
	The U.S. Department of Education manages the School Emergency Response to Violence (Project SERV) grant, which is intended to be used for short-term, education-related services to support recovery after traumatic events that disrupt the learning envir...
	If your district applies for this grant, please let the OSPI team know so we can keep our congressional delegation informed. For information on applying for a disaster-related Project SERV grant, please contact maria.rowan@ed.gov.
	Services for Students who are Displaced
	Health Impacts from Smoke Exposure
	Mental Health & Basic Needs
	Maintaining Special Education Services


