
 

   

Resources for Teaching About 9/11 
Introduction 
This year marks the 20th Anniversary of the September 11th terrorist attacks on the World Trade 
Center, Pentagon, and the crash of Flight 93 in Pennsylvania. It is presumed that all of us who 
were in the classroom on that day, whether as educators or students, have vivid memories of 
where we were and what we were doing when we learned of the attack. As Social Studies 
educators, we have the opportunity to contextualize the impact of 9/11 on ourselves and our 
communities that continue to this day. Below is a list of reputable resources for students and 
educators to access when discussing 9/11 in the classroom. 

Resources for Teaching About 9/11 
1. The 9/11 Memorial and Museum offers "20 Years Later", a retrospective of the 
attacks. This year's Anniversary in the Schools webinar will take place online on Friday, 
September 10, 2021.  The program will be on demand, and the live chat is available from 6am to 
12pm PDT on September 10 and 11, 2021.  The program is free, but you do need to 
register.  Student questions can be posed in the live chat and will be answered by 9/11 
Memorial Education staff (note they cannot guarantee that all questions will be answered due to 
the potential volume of participants).  The 9/11 Memorial and Museum Anniversary in the 
Schools also has pre- and post-viewing guides for grades 3–5, 6–8 and 9–12.  

The official commemoration will take place on September 11, 2021, starting at 5:30am 
PDT.  They will read the names of every victim of the attacks and have six moments of silence to 
acknowledge when each of the World Trade Center towers was struck and fell, and the times 
corresponding to the attack on the Pentagon and the crash of Flight 93. 

2. PBS NewsHour Extra presents The 9/11 Anniversary in the Classroom, which includes a 
one-page background text for middle and high school students along with curated resources 
including articles, videos, lesson plans, slideshows, and timelines.   

3. The September 11 Digital Archive: Saving the Histories of September 11, 2001 is the 
work of the Roy Rosenzweig Center for History and New Media and the American Social History 
Project/Center for Media and Learning. They have collected, curated, and present the history of 
the terrorist attacks with almost 150,000 digital items, including emails and first-hand stories.   

4. The National 9/11 Pentagon Memorial has Teacher Resources for teaching about the 
events of September 11, 2001. They also have a portal of education materials searchable by 
keyword, grade level, subject, and resource type, covering all three regions affected by the 
terrorist attacks (the Pentagon, New York City, and Pennsylvania).   

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.911memorial.org%2Flearn%2Fstudents-and-teachers%2Fanniversary-schools-webinar&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143416429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZTF1Ja3srmHECVG2iNTOBEr6uuxLgGxOspwNmu0tiV8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.911memorial.org%2Flearn%2Fstudents-and-teachers%2Fanniversary-schools-webinar&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143416429%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ZTF1Ja3srmHECVG2iNTOBEr6uuxLgGxOspwNmu0tiV8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F911memorialmuseum.wufoo.com%2Fforms%2Fm1qwhfwj1ccj1bu%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143426388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=clNVlpvoDytFrSwM6L9T%2FsMOvZQrPCILe2TVBU3oeg8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F911memorialmuseum.wufoo.com%2Fforms%2Fm1qwhfwj1ccj1bu%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143426388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=clNVlpvoDytFrSwM6L9T%2FsMOvZQrPCILe2TVBU3oeg8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.911memorial.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2FPost%2520Webinar%2520Activities%25202021.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143426388%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=uY2cMR2M85EZHcF8et3bd10kLGfhN5OjHzLdFQtvAgM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.911memorial.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2F2021%2520Viewing%2520Guide%25203-5.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143436345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=OCK%2FfxB%2FQcKJMX4C0gmoKD67wkzNchot93jz%2F9hf6mQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.911memorial.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2F2021%2520Viewing%2520Guide%25206-8.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143436345%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=C0DrzN7zmbrHJyGR%2FN9Jiv6agNQgsAEUBIwug9KNXSs%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.911memorial.org%2Fsites%2Fdefault%2Ffiles%2Finline-files%2F2021%2520Viewing%2520Guide%25209-12.pdf&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143446297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=ymFL7GokrWm8wjUdOe%2F6YrpE4rooubLNb91mmAOwDoQ%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.911memorial.org%2Fconnect%2Fcommemoration%2F20th-anniversary-commemoration&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143446297%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=XBz5SG%2FzE5x%2FrI5kTrXZj6vDTv1RNodySqsUNQ2x%2FLA%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pbs.org%2Fnewshour%2Fextra%2F2021%2F08%2F911-anniversary-in-the-classroom%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143456252%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3vZCmSCyRAJbABJvEtRIbMgG1E8zCwXCYItOupCtXYM%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2F911digitalarchive.org%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143466215%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8ILuJFPa1lK6oV4Bs8lJM%2BuPsNNXYzKPaPCUo3JBpBo%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpentagonmemorial.org%2Fteacher-resources&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143476167%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=LZa8g6ROHY6lHSX%2FjcyxXsRmmirkalPyAp4pvrFm11U%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fpentagonmemorial.org%2Flearn%2Feducation-materials&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143476167%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=8VDV4LgAotcBopKo3Y8Q0kemldGiyp4JXfkCW4m5gHQ%3D&reserved=0


 

  

5. The Library of Congress has an amazing collection of primary source documents entitled 
September 11, 2001, Documentary Project. This includes audio file interviews, poetry left at the 
memorial, student art, and written narratives.   

6. Pew Research released Two Decades Later: The Enduring Legacy of 9/11, which examines 
the lasting impact of 9/11 on the United States including our attitudes on security and safety, 
terrorism, military intervention, and Islam. 

7. Dr. Amaarah DeCuir of American University, whose research focuses on the experience of 
Muslim students in public schools, has created a website for Culturally Responsive 9/11 
Teaching Resources that includes research and a video on how to confront anti-Muslim racism 
during 9/11 commemorations. She also wrote a recent article: Lessons about 9/11 often provoke 
harassment of Muslim students. 

 

https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.loc.gov%2Fcollections%2Fseptember-11th-2001-documentary-project%2Fabout-this-collection%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143486120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=9lQe%2FK75TKC%2FXqmtnCPFlBu5bHiNMMMdYX%2Fk%2BfwXhMw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.pewresearch.org%2Fpolitics%2F2021%2F09%2F02%2Ftwo-decades-later-the-enduring-legacy-of-9-11%2F&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C27c5fbc9651948bf06ca08d96f0a0855%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637662911143486120%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=4UF4Vd%2BrP1yUW4yrIZ2QndJEF%2FWi64MpECjyzNYfdkU%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.contemporaryislam.org%2F9-11-teaching.html&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C486f6ef036e54cdc3cf508d9722eba53%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637666367276667111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FnAGC5i55Ug2TklBza5qtyPDaqaIhtvK8bzMuH70xsw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.contemporaryislam.org%2F9-11-teaching.html&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C486f6ef036e54cdc3cf508d9722eba53%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637666367276667111%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=%2FnAGC5i55Ug2TklBza5qtyPDaqaIhtvK8bzMuH70xsw%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Flessons-about-9-11-often-provoke-harassment-of-muslim-students-165719&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C486f6ef036e54cdc3cf508d9722eba53%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637666367276677072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Be3DB5VOxLIkhaN4idyv1DdkdzaaJ3qBmrLO0yyVwEY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftheconversation.com%2Flessons-about-9-11-often-provoke-harassment-of-muslim-students-165719&data=04%7C01%7CKari.Tally%40k12.wa.us%7C486f6ef036e54cdc3cf508d9722eba53%7Cb2fe5ccf10a546feae45a0267412af7a%7C0%7C0%7C637666367276677072%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=Be3DB5VOxLIkhaN4idyv1DdkdzaaJ3qBmrLO0yyVwEY%3D&reserved=0
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