Best Practices to Help Prepare All Students for Life After High School:
A Guiding Tool for Systems Change 
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OSPI’s vision 
ALL students are prepared for post-secondary pathways, careers, and civic engagement. 
Achieving this vision requires very intentional planning and guidance. 

Supporting students to graduate with a meaningful plan for their future
Each year, in partnership with families, school staff have an opportunity to guide students toward preparing for their future.  The High School and Beyond Plan (HSBP) is a key element of the educational journey of each student.  As a framework for academic and career/college exploration and preparation, the HSBP directs students toward making informed decisions to meet their credit and graduation pathway requirements and prepare for a first post-high school step that can meet their interests and goals.
The following guiding questions are designed as a starting point to help secondary level staff examine some of the current systems-level practices pertaining to your academic and career/college exploration and preparation supports. Using this tool is a reflective process and meant to help identify strengths and gaps that need to be addressed.

“Lay-of-the-Land” Assessment
Using the margin to the left of each statement in the sections on the next page, and the rating descriptions below, indicate if your district/building is
· Embedded- This practice is so ingrained in our work that it is a distinguishing feature of the culture of our school (way of being)
· Practicing- This is a regular practice in our school (way of doing)
· Emerging- This practice is in its beginning stages in our school
· Not Yet Practicing- We have not begun this practice/we are planning to implement this practice in our school
· Not on Radar- We have not considered this practice (yet?) 

Master scheduling:  How well does your district/building….
	
	vertically team with the middle/feeder school(s) to offer 9th grade courses that support incoming students’ interests and academic needs 

	
	use pre-registration data to offer courses that align with student interests

	
	align advanced coursework with courses colleges require for admittance

	
	develop CTE programs/courses based on your local/regional economy

	
	offer CTE course sequences that lead to an industry recognized credential and/or dual credit courses

	
	design the master schedule to maximize access to a variety of advanced coursework options throughout the school day

	
	offer courses that incorporate opportunities to learn about and/or participate in civic engagement



High School and Beyond Planning: How well does your district/building….
	
	ensure all teachers, administrators and student support staff use a common language around guiding students in meeting all their graduation requirements

	
	use the HSBP as a framework to annually guide each and every student into and through high school:

	
	· use the HSBP as part of the transition from middle to high school

	
	· provide students annual opportunities to engage in HSBP exploration and planning activities and connect to course selection

	
	· support teachers to use HSBP data to build relationships and engage with students about the career/college exploration and preparatory options related to their post-high school goal

	
	· support students/student groups who are underrepresented in post-secondary education toward: 
1.) taking advanced or dual credit classes to prepare for college, and/or 
2.) developing the knowledge & skills needed to succeed once in college

	
	· use Student Led Conferences or other engagement strategies that enable students to develop their HSBP with staff and their family

	
	· embed HSBP components into relevant courses (e.g. résumé in ELA)

	
	teach the life and self-advocacy skills students need to navigate a complex post-high school world:

	
	· how to update their résumé and search for and apply for a job

	
	· financial math skills (budgeting, credit cards, taxes, loans, etc.)

	
	· accessing and applying for financial assistance to attend college
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