
40th Eruption Anniversary Virtual Story Circle: Voices of the 

Mount St. Helens Community 

Join in an online anniversary commemoration to see a ranger program, hear first person stories 

about the mountain, and create your own volcano hat on Monday, May 18th, 2020 from 6:30 

PM-8:00 PM. It is easy to participate by simply going to 

https://www.facebook.com/historymuseum/live/ at 6:00 PM. You do not need a Facebook 

account to participate. 

May 18th marks 40 years since the gripping 1980 eruption of Mount St. Helens – an event that 

forever altered our state. Also known as Lawetlat’la and Loowit, the mountain is a natural and 

cultural landmark with a storied history. The 1980 eruption was the most dramatic chapter in 

recent memory, abruptly changing the way we lived, worked, recreated, and thought about the 

mountain.   

Leading up to this anniversary, Washington State Parks has collected stories from people who 

shared memories of their relationship with the mountain before, during and after the blast. The 

Mount St. Helens Visitors Center Oral History Project connected Interpretive Specialist Alysa 

Adams with people from near and far who contributed their stories and family photos. For the 

virtual 40th anniversary commemoration, we’re bringing together a group of locals who have 

deep connections to the area to share their stories. 

In addition to guest storytellers, Interpretive Specialist Alysa Adams 

will give her famous Mount St. Helens eruption talk and lead a craft 

for all ages. If you want to get creative along with Alysa, be sure to 

round up the following supplies by Monday night: 

Volcano Hat Craft: 

 Paper or cardstock  

 Tape, stapler or glue stick 

 Coloring utensils; crayons, markers, colored pencils or paint 

 Mount St. Helens images for inspiration: The USGS Library 

Mount St. Helens Collection features thousands of photographs of Mount St. Helens 

from before, during, and after the eruption. 

 Imagination and creativity to build a hat from scratch along with a sense of humor for 

wearing your volcano proudly! 

 

Story circle participants will include: 

https://www.facebook.com/historymuseum/live/
https://parks.state.wa.us/245/Mount-St-Helens
https://parks.state.wa.us/245/Mount-St-Helens
https://library.usgs.gov/photo/#/?collection1=mount%20st.%20helens%20collection
https://library.usgs.gov/photo/#/?collection1=mount%20st.%20helens%20collection


Nathan Reynolds grew up in a small town in southwest Washington. The 1980 eruption 

of Mount St. Helens occurred in his figurative backyard and was a formative experience 

for Nathan as a 12 year-old, focusing his interests into landscape processes and 

environmental history.  In 2009, he received a Master of Science degree in environmental 

science and regional planning from Washington State University, and he serves as an 

ethno-ecologist in the Natural and Cultural Resources Departments of the Cowlitz Indian 

Tribe. 

Carolyn Driedger works for the United State Geological Survey as a hydrologist and is 

the outreach coordinator at the Cascades Volcano Observatory. In 1980, she was working 

as a glaciologist for the USGS. 

Robert Harju is a woodcarver for the Cowlitz Tribe and has a lifelong relationship with 

the Mount St. Helens area. He grew up visiting Spirit Lake, the south side forests and 

rivers, and he worked as a forester throughout his young adult years. On May 18th, 1980, 

he was working with a forestry crew on the south side of the mountain. 

Jane Rosi-Pattison was born in Seattle and spent summers at Spirit Lake for a decade 

before the 1980 eruption. Her husband, Bob was the camp director for Longview’s YMCA 

Camp Loowit. Since the eruption, she has closely followed the recovery of Mount St. 

Helens as a naturalist and educator. 

Jo Waddell is a Guardian ad Litem for the Superior Court in Clark County where she 

advocates for the best interests of vulnerable kids and adults. She spent many summers 

at Spirit Lake in the 1970s at Camp Meehan, run by the Portland YMCA. 

Dick Ford grew up in the Kelso area, attended Boy Scout Camp at Spirit Lake, and spent 

38 years as a forester for Weyerhauser in the Mount St. Helens area. On the weekend of 

the eruption in 1980, he had multiple forestry crews in the areas surrounding Mount St. 

Helens. 

Sue Truman is a musician, a step-dancer in the Quebecois tradition, and an artist 

specializing in the historic art form known as the moving panorama or crankie. Sue has 

created a special set of crankies to commemorate the 40th eruption anniversary. 

This virtual anniversary program is hosted by the Washington State Historical Society and 

created by the Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission Folk & Traditional Arts 

Program. This program is FREE! Consider supporting WSHS and Washington State Parks 

Foundation through donations. 

# # #  

http://www.washingtonhistory.org/
https://parks.state.wa.us/245/Mount-St-Helens
https://parks.state.wa.us/982/Folk-and-Traditional-Arts
https://parks.state.wa.us/982/Folk-and-Traditional-Arts
https://49882.blackbaudhosting.com/49882/History-Fund
https://givenow.waparks.org/give/285010/#!/donation/checkout
https://givenow.waparks.org/give/285010/#!/donation/checkout


About Washington State Parks 

The Washington State Parks and Recreation Commission manages more than 100 state parks 

and properties totaling approximately 120,000 acres. The Commission provides a variety of 

recreation opportunities for citizens and provides stewardship protection for a diverse array of 

natural, cultural and historic resources. State Parks’ statewide programs include long-distance 

trails, boating safety and winter recreation.  

The Voices of the Mount St. Helens Community Story Circle is part of a broader series of 

programs celebrating Washington’s diverse cultures presented by the Folk and Traditional Arts 

Program, with funding provided by the National Endowment for the Arts as well as support from 

the Washington State Parks Foundation. 

Contact: Makaela Kroin, Folk and Traditional Arts Program Coordinator, (360) 701-7923 

About The Washington State Historical Society 

The Washington State Historical Society partners with our communities to explore how history 

connects us all. The Society’s most visible activity, the Washington State History Museum is 

located in downtown Tacoma on Pacific Avenue among a thriving cultural scene. The museum 

features interactive permanent exhibitions connecting Washington’s past to our present in the 

Great Hall, unique rotating exhibitions highlighting the Society’s collections, and exciting 

traveling exhibitions. Note: The museum is currently closed due to the COVID-19 pandemic.  

www.WashingtonHistory.org 

@washingtonhistory  

Address: 1911 Pacific Avenue, Tacoma, WA 98402 

Hours: 10:00 AM–5:00 PM Tues.-Sun. Third Thursday of each month, 10:00 AM–8:00 PM.  

Admission: Free for members; Adults $14; seniors (age 65+), students (age 6-17) and military 

(with ID) $11; free for children 5 and under; family rate $40 (up to two adults and four children 

under age 18). Patrons with a Washington Quest card and licensed Washington Foster Parents 

can attend for $1 per person or $2 per family. 

 

http://parks.state.wa.us/
mailto:makaela.kroin@parks.wa.gov?subject=Celebrating%20Cultures%20-%20Pearrygin%20Lake%20State%20Park
http://www.washingtonhistory.org/
http://www.washingtonhistory.org/support/membership/
https://www.dshs.wa.gov/esa/community-services-offices/ebt-and-eft-make-getting-benefits-easier

