
Ascend Sea� le is a ten-session, industry-specifi c, cohort-based program that accelerates the growth of construc� on and 
real estate development fi rms by addressing key areas of management educa� on, access to capital through loans and 
investments, and exploring contrac� ng opportuni� es with anchor ins� tu� ons and corpora� ons.

By focusing on Clean Energy & Commercial Construc� on, Workforce & Aff ordable Housing Development, and Real 
Estate Development, execu� ve leaders of established minority- or women-owned businesses are supported by a Sea� le 
ecosystem of business experts, lenders, and customers specifi c to those fi elds.

2024
ASCEND SEATTLE

ASCEND YOUR BUSINESS TO THE NEXT LEVEL!

“When it comes to running a crew and making 
sure that everybody’s on board with what needs to 
be done, it’s helpful having programs like this that 
lets us see what this really looks like. I so appreciate 
learning new skills to be� er our work and growing 
the business.”  

  Marcus Cola, CEO/Co-Owner
  Apex Electrical Group LLC

PARTICIPANT KEY BENEFITS
• Access to the Na� onal Ascend ecosystem and Sea� le anchor 

partners and their contrac� ng opportuni� es

• CEO-to-CEO networks that help entrepreneurs make cri� cal 
decisions

• Execu� ve training in fi nance, branding, and business strategy

• Connec� ons to lending partners and other capital resources

• Priority selec� on to UW CBDC business educa� on, student 
consul� ng programs, events, and more!

PROGRAM DETAILS
•    Dates: Feb. 16th - June 21st, 2024 (Every other Friday)

•    Time: 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM

•    Loca� on: UW Sea� le Campus

•    Cost: $3,000 (scholarships available)

•    Priority Applica� on Deadline: Friday, Feb. 1st, 2024

APPLY TODAY!
htt ps://bit.ly/2024Ascend-Seatt le



FOSTER SCHOOL OF BUSINESS   /   CONSULTING & BUSINESS DEVELOPMENT CENTER

LEVERAGING UW RESOURCES TO GROW YOUR FIRM

The UW Foster School is proud to 
collaborate with the following partners:

PROGRAM PARTNERS

PROGRAM CURRICULUM 
EXECUTIVE MANAGEMENT EDUCATION

Parti cipants will build foundati ons in:
• Strategic decision making
• Team leadership skills 
• Nego� a� ng contracts 
• Assessing your their fi rm’s fi nancial health
• Developing key marke� ng strategies 

MARKET ACCESS OPPORTUNITIES 
Parti cipants will connect with key experts in constructi on and 
learn:
• New market trends and innova� ons
• How to best posi� on their fi rm within the marketplace
• How to build key rela� onships with industry partners
• How to access upcoming contrac� ng opportuni� es 

ACCESS TO CAPITAL
Parti cipants will connect with lending partners and learn:
• How to fi nance their growth strategies
• How to access capital through loans and investments
• How to understand which fi nancing model best fi ts their 

business growth

PATHWAY TO CERTIFICATION
Parti cipants will learn:
• What cer� fi ca� on is right for their fi rm
• How to navigate through the cer� fi ca� on process

UW Facili� es

ASCEND SEATTLE PROGRAM DATES
Every other Friday

February 16

March 1, 15, 29

April 12, 26

May 10, 24 

June 7, 21

80% a� endence required to receive comple� on cer� fi cate

BECKY THORNTON, Assistant Director 
Consul� ng and Business Development Center
206-616-0455  / THORNRA@UW.EDU

ASCEND NATIONAL

Ascend is the nati onal ecosystem that comprises 13 citi es with the goal of 

supporti ng businesses through its M3 Model. This Model helps enterprises 

increase their access to markets through contracti ng opportuniti es, 

management skills through mentoring, and access to money through loans and 

investments. 

Ascend’s North Star: By 2025, Ascend will create $5B worth of contract value 

with businesses owned by –entrepreneurs of color, helping them grow their 

annual revenue: 500 businesses beyond $1M, 75 businesses beyond $5M, and 25 

businesses beyond $10M. Learn more at www.ascendciti es.com


