
Kokanee Fry Trapping and RSI Update

There is Kokanee in them thar streams!
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Fry Trapping 
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This year marks the 18th year since the Three Rivers Chapter began counting kokanee fry in Lake 
Sammamish! 
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Many thanks to our Volunteers!!!!

This project would not be possible without volunteers from the chapter and 
our community!   Especially this year!!!!  
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We had some VITs (Very Important Trappers) 3/20/25
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And a TON of Kokanee Fry!
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Fish ID?

Can be difficult for 
volunteers

Can you ID these 
fish?
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New resources to Trappers
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Kokanee Fry Count – 4-21-24

Lewis Creek – 15,281
Ebright Creek – 14,999
Laughing Jacobs – 4,956

Total – 35,236 Kokanee fry counted

Trends
– Lewis averaging 200-300 kokanee per night
– Ebright winding down with 18 kokanee counted in last trapping session
– LJ winding down with 12 kokanee caught in last trapping session
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Kokanee Fry Trap updates

Our Traps are showing their age after nearly 2 decades 
of service
Looking to update design and make install and 
operations easier
TU secured $10,000 for the project
– Embrace A Stream Grant

Partnered with UW Bothel
– Student Project

Worked through several design iterations and students 
are currently working on a scale model for field testing 
Planned test deployment 2026.
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The Sunday Salmon- Student updates
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Kokanee Remote Stream Incubators (RSI)

This year we operated and seeded 
three (3) Kokanee RSI’s
– Zackuse Creek

• Sammamish
– Idylwood Creek

• Redmond
– Tibbetts Creek

• Issaquah
One Whitlock Box site 

•  Pine Lake Creek
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Zackuse Creek
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6,956 eggs planted
Many thanks to the 
Ryan & Snoqualmie 
Tribe ENT Staff 
support through 
season!



Idylwood Creek

Back up and running!
Installed new supply 
lines
500 eggs installed
Many thanks to Kayla 
Ellis & WCC for 
maintenance support!

www.tu.org 13



Tibbetts Creek

First year with eggs
750 eggs seeded
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Pine Lake Creek

750 Eggs Seeded
Whitlock boxes
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Program History

27,502 eggs total
8th year of operation 
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 Winter Spawning Season/Egg Placement Year  
Site 2018/19 2019/20 2020/21 2021/22 2022/23 2023/24 2024/25 Site Total Eggs 

Zackuse Creek 1035 1000 355 3041 3400 5,611 6,956 21,398 
Idylwood Creek 350 0 117 1942 800 0 500 3,709 
George Davis Creek   45 0 0 0 0 45 
Tibbetts Creek       750 750 
Pine Lake Creek     350 500 750 1,600 
Season Total Eggs 1385 1000 517 4983 4550 6,111 8,956  



Program Success!

All eggs from the supplementation program are thermally marked
Allows identification of HOR kokanee and indicates supplementation pathway

2023/24 – 278 spawners
– Collected 30 sets of otoliths
– 40% marked

• 17% originated from an RSI
2024/25 - ~8,300 spawners
– 450+ otoliths collected and sent for analysis 
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Opportunities for expansion

Program Goal
– Increase the number of Lake 

Sammamish Tributaries 
supporting kokanee 
production

Expansion opportunities
– George Davis Creek
– Pine Lake Creek
– Vasa Creek
– Tributary of Issaquah
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Questions?
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