
King County Elections COVID-19 FAQ 

• How do I vote in a COVID-19 world?  

 

The great news is that we already vote-by-mail in Washington State. If you are already 

registered to vote, your ballot will be mailed to you automatically about three weeks 

before Election Day. You can fill it out in the convenience of your home and then either 

drop it in the mail or return it to any of our nearly 70 ballot drop boxes across the 

county.  

 

Not yet registered? No problem. Up until eight days before Election Day you can 

register online or by mail. If it’s within eight days of Election Day, you do have to come 

in-person to a Vote Center to get registered. Vote Center locations will be offering both 

curbside and walk-up service to ensure that both our staff and voters stay safe.       

 

• What should I do if I need to register to vote?  

 

If you aren’t yet registered to vote, don’t wait so you don’t have to come in-person! Up 

until eight days before Election Day you can register online or by mail. After the eight 

day deadline, you do have to come in-person to a Vote Center to get registered. 

 

The deadline to register to vote online is July 27 for the August 4 Primary election and 

October 26 for the November 3 General election. 

 

• Can I vote in-person? 

 

We will have Vote Center locations open for in-person voting with a variety of COVID-19 

precautions. That said, we strongly recommend that voters take advantage of our vote-

by-mail system and cast their ballot from the safety of their home. If you need a 

replacement ballot you have a variety of options:  

o You can access your ballot online and print a replacement through our online 

ballot marking program,  

o If it’s more than a week out from Election Day you can request a replacement 

ballot be mailed to you,  

o Starting a week prior to Election Day you can pre-order a replacement ballot 

from a Vote Center and we’ll bring it out to your vehicle when you arrive.  

Voters with a disability will be able to cast an independent, private ballot on our 

accessible voting units at any Vote Center. Units will be spaced for social distancing and 

staff will provide service in a way that keeps everyone safe.    

 

• Can I register and vote online? 

 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/how-to-vote/ballots/returning-my-ballot/ballot-drop-boxes.aspx
https://olvr.votewa.gov/
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/how-to-vote/ballots/returning-my-ballot/vote-centers.aspx
https://olvr.votewa.gov/
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/how-to-vote/ballots/returning-my-ballot/vote-centers.aspx
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/how-to-vote/ballots/returning-my-ballot/vote-centers.aspx
https://sites.omniballot.us/53033/app/home
https://sites.omniballot.us/53033/app/home
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/how-to-vote/ballots/replacing-a-ballot-or-envelope.aspx
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/how-to-vote/ballots/replacing-a-ballot-or-envelope.aspx
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/my-voter-information.aspx


If you have a Washington State ID you can register to vote or update your registration 

online up until eight days before Election Day. After the eight day deadline, you do have 

to come in-person to a Vote Center to get registered. If you do not have a Washington 

State ID, you can register to vote on a paper form and mail it to us. We must receive the 

paper form by the eight-day deadline, regardless of postmark date. 

 

While you can’t cast your vote online, you can access your ballot and print off a 

replacement through our online ballot marking program. You will still need to return it 

either by mail or at one of our ballot drop box locations.  

• How are you keeping your staff safe?  

 

We are taking many precautions to ensure our staff and voters stay safe. Some of them 

include:  

o Screening all staff and visitors for an elevated temperature as they come into the 

building and requiring that anyone with COVID-19 symptoms stay home. 

o Requiring all staff, voters and visitors to wear a mask or face covering. For any 

voter who is unable to wear a mask because of medical reason or disability, we 

will provide socially distanced service outside at a designated location.  

o Training all staff on proper hand washing and mask wearing protocol. 

o Frequently cleaning and disinfecting all common areas, including twice daily 

flushing of all circulated air in the building. 

o Relocating work groups and rearranging staff seating to ensure adequate social 

distancing.  

o Installing plexiglass and barriers between work and customer services stations.  

o Requiring that all ballot and mail processing staff wear gloves and training them 

on proper glove handling and requirements for how frequently gloves should be 

changed. 

o Limiting the number of people in-and-out of the building to only those who are 

essential to providing service to voters or processing ballots.   

• What kinds of changes have you made because of COVID-19?  

 

King County Elections has adapted both our service models and our physical space to 

keep our staff, visitors and voters safe.  

 

Changes to our facility include installing barriers and plexiglass between work and 

customer service stations, creating one directional aisles and hallways, upgrading our 

HVAC system to ensure better air recycling, and implementing temperature screens for 

all employees and visitors to the building.  

https://olvr.votewa.gov/
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/how-to-vote/ballots/returning-my-ballot/vote-centers.aspx
https://www.sos.wa.gov/elections/print-voter-registration-forms.aspx
https://sites.omniballot.us/53033/app/home
https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/how-to-vote/ballots/returning-my-ballot/ballot-drop-boxes.aspx


 

We’ve also re-envisioned our service to focus primarily on curbside and outdoor walk-

up service. For voters who need to come in-person, either to register or get a 

replacement ballot, we’ll also offer the option of “pre-ordering” your ballot or “pre-

registering” to reduce the amount of time voters will spend on-site.  

 

Once on-site voters will check-in with curbside staff who will get their information and 

direct them to parking location. The Elections team member will then process their 

registration and/or print their ballot and return to the voter’s vehicle with materials in 

hand. The voter is welcome to fill-out their ballot right then-and-there and drop it in the 

drop box or take it home to complete later.  

 

• Can I take a tour or visit the ballot processing facility right now?  

 

One of the most important ways we can keep our team safe is to minimize the number 

of people coming-in-and-out of the building, so, at present, we are not allowing public 

visitors or tours.    

 

The good news is there are lots of other ways you can stay connected with King County 

Elections. You can observe ballot processing live through our upgraded webcams. You 

can also keep up with us on Twitter, Facebook, and Instagram to get recent news, 

updates, and behind-the-scenes looks.  
 

https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/elections/about-us/security-and-accountability/watch-us-in-action.aspx
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FKCElections&data=02%7C01%7CKendall.LeVanHodson%40kingcounty.gov%7C2b16902491464681568d08d8244ed2de%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C637299268246295677&sdata=u%2FHSomgscW3gjShmyrnP1l4Xqa8RnkjQHAeM71vwU68%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fkcelections&data=02%7C01%7CKendall.LeVanHodson%40kingcounty.gov%7C2b16902491464681568d08d8244ed2de%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C637299268246295677&sdata=sLCxS7eh7X7b1wXuyX6wGJVQwFKoqj3X36MWYd%2BoWJI%3D&reserved=0
https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Finstagram.com%2Fkcelections&data=02%7C01%7CKendall.LeVanHodson%40kingcounty.gov%7C2b16902491464681568d08d8244ed2de%7Cbae5059a76f049d7999672dfe95d69c7%7C0%7C0%7C637299268246305635&sdata=xe9kw4wLe3G1afaTs5d53qnhpc2dxJhyB4u48Mi9%2FBM%3D&reserved=0

