
 
STATE OF WASHINGTON 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH 
Olympia, Washington 98504 

 
WASHINGTON STATE BOARD OF OPTOMETRY 

MEETING AGENDA 
  

Date: December 1, 2023,  
Time: 9:00 a.m. 
 
Location:    Labor & Industries 

7273 Linderson Way S.W., Room S119 
Tumwater, WA  98501 

  
 

OR 
 
Webinar Information:  Webinar: Click here to join the meeting  
     Passcode: pHowtb 

Phone: 1 564-999-2000, 474849048 
Phone Only Conference ID: 474 849 048# 

 
Contact: Kristina Bell, Program Manager 

(360) 236-4841 
Kristina.bell@doh.wa.gov  

 
In accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act, notices were mailed electronically to individuals who requested 
notification of meetings of the Board of Optometry. 
 
Smoking is prohibited at this meeting. This meeting is fragrance free.  We ask that you please refrain from applying perfume, 
hairspray, cologne or aftershave prior to your visit. Your cooperation is appreciated. 
 
This meeting is accessible to persons with disabilities.  Special aids and services can be made available upon advanced 
request.  Advance request for special aids and services must be made no later than one week before the meeting. If you would 
like general information about this meeting, please call the program at 360-236-4947. If you need assistance with special 
needs and services, you may leave a message with that request at 1-800-525-0127 or, if calling from outside Washington 
State 360-236-4052.  TDD may also be accessed by calling the TDD relay service at 1-800-833-6388.  If you need assistance 
due to a speech disability, Speech-to-Speech provides human voicers for people with difficulty being understood.  The 
Washington Speech-to-Speech toll free access number is 1-877-833-6341. 
 
Note:  Times are approximate. This agenda schedule may change, and items may not be taken in order of the agenda.   

 
Mission Statement: 
The mission and purpose of the Board of Optometry is to protect the public health, safety, and welfare, and to provide for 
state administrative control, supervision, licensure, and regulation of the practice of optometry. 

https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_OGMxYmE1ZWEtZWYyYi00NGQxLTg5NzMtNzAxZWE2MmE4Yzll%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252211d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522b0a413cc-861e-438f-ad33-52df6d9a4283%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=87e02c75-1580-4809-bb98-146eb3f48131&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
https://teams.microsoft.com/dl/launcher/launcher.html?url=%2F_%23%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%3Ameeting_OGMxYmE1ZWEtZWYyYi00NGQxLTg5NzMtNzAxZWE2MmE4Yzll%40thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252211d0e217-264e-400a-8ba0-57dcc127d72d%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522b0a413cc-861e-438f-ad33-52df6d9a4283%2522%257d%26anon%3Dtrue&type=meetup-join&deeplinkId=87e02c75-1580-4809-bb98-146eb3f48131&directDl=true&msLaunch=true&enableMobilePage=false&suppressPrompt=true
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Order of Agenda 
9:00 a.m.  Open Session  
 
Call to Order and Introductions – Keren Yang, OD, Vice-Chair 
 
1. Approval of agenda 

 
2. Approval of minutes – September 8, 2023, business meeting 
 
3. Open forum  

The board will accept comments from the audience on issues of significance to the profession. 
 

4. Reports  

4.1. Keren Yang, OD, Vice-Chair 
4.2         Traci Drake, Executive Director Department of Health              
4.3         Kristina Bell, Program Manager – Department of Health 

          
5. Credentialing Overview Presentation – Hyon Yi, Deputy Credentialing Managers, Department of Health 

Overview of the credentialing process within the Department of Health. 
 
6.       COPE Liaison Presentation – Brett Bence, Chair, Council on Optometric Practitioner Education (COPE) 

Mr. Bence will provide an overview to the Board if they would like to have a member of COPE serve as a liaison to 
the Board. The intent is to lead to improved communication and greater understanding of Continuing Education in 
general for state boards.  
 

7. Legislative Update – SSB 5389 Scope of Optometry – sub-committee Vice-Chair, Melissa Dacumos, OD 
The sub-committee will provide an update and discuss SSB 5389. The bill amends RCW 18.53.010 expanding the 
optometrist scope of practice to include advanced procedures an optometrist may perform with a license 
endorsement. The bill also adds drug prescribing and administering rights.   

 
8. Legislation Update HB1724 – Increasing the trained behavioral health workforce – Brandon Williams, 

Project Manager, Department of Health 
A disciplining authority must waive education, training, experience, and exam requirements for applicants who have 
been credentialed in another state or states with substantially equivalent standards for at least two years immediately 
preceding their application with no interruption in licensure lasting longer than 90 days. 

 
9.        Administrative Items  

1. The board will consider approving the bylaws. 
2. Board elections. 
3. ARBO Meeting 2024. 

 
10.       HELMS Update – Kristina Bell, Program Manager 

        
11. Agenda-building 

The board will review board business and discuss priority items for the March 1, 2024, agenda. 
 
 
Adjournment of Open Session 
 
 
 


