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Topics Covered

PATIENT ELIGIBILITY 
SCREENING BILLING GUIDELINES
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Training Objectives

Participants will:

1. Learn how to accurately screen for patient eligibility using the 
WA DOH eligibility guide

2. Learn what the Washington Vaccine Association (WVA) does, 
how it works, and how it benefits your practice

3. Learn how to bill the WVA Dosage-Based Assessment (DBA)
4. Understand a set of billing and Electronic Health Record (EHR) 

“basics”
5. Learn how to access materials and seek assistance from the 

WA DOH and the WVA
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Patient Eligibility Screening
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Eligibility Screening & Vaccine Funding

• WA has a universal 
childhood vaccine program 
that is funded through a 
combination of federal and 
state dollars. 

• All children under age 19 
are eligible to receive 
vaccines supplied through 
the Childhood Vaccine 
Program. 

CDC Vaccines for 
Children Funds

57%

State Health 
Care Authority 

Funds 
(CHIP/CHP)

3%

WA Vaccine 
Association 

Funds
40%
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Patient Eligibility Screening Requirements

• Enrolled sites are required to screen and document patient 
eligibility status at every immunization visit prior to vaccine 
administration.

• Identifying and documenting the correct eligibility status & 
funding source helps ensure vaccines are billed correctly.
o Funding Source = Who supplied the vaccine

• Publicly-supplied = Supplied by the Childhood Vaccine Program
• Privately-purchased = Clinic purchased the vaccine
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What is Patient Eligibility Screening?

Obtain patient 
demographic 
information 

(insurance, age, 
race)

Identify patient’s 
eligibility status

Document eligibility 
status in patient 
record (EHR, IIS, 

paper)
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Patient Eligibility Status

Federal Vaccines for Children Eligible
• Under age 19
• Medicaid
• Uninsured
• Underinsured at FQHC/RHC only 
• American Indian or Alaska Native

WA State Eligible 
• Under age 19
• Private insurance
• CHIP/CHP Insurance
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Eligibility Guide
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Eligibility Guide
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Public & Private Vaccine Stock

Public Childhood Vaccine
• Only for < 19 years

Private Purchase Vaccine 
• Typically for adults 19+
• If your clinic purchases 

any private vaccine for 
children, please ensure 
it is clearly marked as 
private supply

• Let parents know they 
will be billed differently 
when they receive 
privately-purchased 
childhood vaccine

Separate & clearly label public and private vaccine stock



Washington State Department of Health | 12

Billing
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Key Documents to Support DBA Billing
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WVA Billing Guide WVA Vaccine GridWA DOH Eligibility Grid

Note: All of these and more (e.g., FAQs) can be found at www.wavaccine.org.
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Is a DBA Required?

YES
•Commercially Insured Child (V25)

NO
•American Indian / Alaska Native Child (V04)
•Medicaid Child / Apple Health (V02)
•Uninsured Child (V03)
•Under-insured Child served at FQHC/RHC 
(V05)

•CHIP Child (V22)

WA DOH Eligibility Grid

Not all vaccines administered require a 
DBA be submitted. It is required for 

commercially insured children under 19.

The DOH Eligibility Grid provides the 
information you will need to determine 

the correct eligibility status.



18

Dosage-Based Assessment (DBA) Basics
• The DBA process is required if:

• The patient is commercially insured and under age 19
• The vaccine is listed on the WVA Vaccine Grid. [NOTE: There are NO COVID vaccines on the current 

WVA Vaccine Grid to be billed using the DBA process; if this changes, you will be notified.]
• The vaccine material was provided to clinic by the WA DOH CVP (not privately purchased by the 

provider)
• May require clinics to correctly identify & document private/commercially insured 

patients to ensure the DBA is generated. 
• The WVA Vaccine Grid amount must be billed on the DBA for the vaccine material 

codes; need to ensure that this does not cause patient balances or build up 
Accounts Receivable in clinic’s billing system.

• Practices are reimbursed for the admin and office visit codes, but NOT the vaccine 
material codes

• The WVA’s Tax ID Number (TIN) 27-2251833 must be the “pay to” on the DBA and 
not the rendering provider’s TIN; the provider does not get reimbursed for the 
vaccine material on a DBA
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Note: Always reach out to the WVA with questions.
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No Patient Responsibility for DBAs
• Technically, the Dosage-Based Assessment (DBA) is not a health 

insurance claim; it is an assessment (fee) that is assessed of the 
commercial insurance carriers to generate funds to allow the WA 
DOH to purchase vaccines for provider offices

• Irrespective of the patient’s commercial insurance benefits, the 
patient has no cost-sharing responsibility for vaccines under the WVA 
DBA process

• There are no co-pays, co-insurances, or deductibles applied to DBAs 
for the vaccine material on the WVA Vaccine Grid and the provider 
office should not collect any; it is ok for them to collect the office 
visit/administration fee if the commercial insurance benefit allows

Confidential and Proprietary © 2022
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Two Different Billing Practices
Automatic Split-Claim

• Avoid if Possible
• Clinics should Move to 

Automatic Split-Claim

Combination Claim

Confidential and Proprietary © 2022

Office 
Visit 

Admin 
Code

One Claim 
Submitted

Vaccine 
Material 

Code

One DBA 
Submitted

• Desired Filing Method

EOB & 
Payment 

to 
Provider

EOB & 
Payment 
to WVA

Office 
Visit 

Admin 
Code

Vaccine 
Material 

Code

One Claim 
Submitted

Payer 
Settlement 
Required



21

837 DBA Submissions Preferred

Confidential and Proprietary © 2022



22

Sample DBA Submissions
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Note: Presentation will 
include “live” 
demonstration of forms.
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Federal Billing Guidelines

• For patients paying out of pocket for vaccine administration 
(uninsured, underinsured, deductibles, out-of-network), the 
vaccine administration fee cannot exceed $23.44 per 
vaccine dose.

• May only issue a single bill within 90 days of service
• Cannot send unpaid administration fees to collections
• Cannot deny access to an established patient due to 

parent/guardian’s inability to pay the vaccine administration 
fee.

Providers cannot receive reimbursement for publicly-supplied vaccines
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WA State Medicaid/CHIP Billing

Health Care Authority EPSDT Billing Guide (pg 45-46)

Bill according to the Washington State Health Care Authority guidelines for 
patients covered by Apple Health Plans (Medicaid and CHIP)

hthttps://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/EPSDT-bi-20210401.pdf
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The Importance of Clinic Billing Contacts

All enrolled clinics must have a billing contact listed in their provider 
agreement

This should be someone who can answer childhood vaccine billing questions 
and make changes to resolve issues

Important to update the billing contact listed in the provider agreement when 
contacts change. 

Update during annual provider agreement renewal and any other time by 
emailing WAChildhoodVaccines@doh.wa.gov a request to return your 
agreement.

mailto:WAChildhoodVaccines@doh.wa.gov
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Tools and Resources

• WVA Website
• WA DOH Childhood Vaccination Website
• Patient Eligibility & Screening Overview
• Eligibility for Publicly Funded Vaccines: A Guide for Providers
• WVA Billing Guide
• WVA Provider Billing Checklist
• WVA Assessment Grid
• Medicaid EPSDT Billing Guide (pgs 45-46)

https://wavaccine.org/
https://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/PublicHealthSystemResourcesandServices/Immunization/ChildhoodVaccineProgram
https://www.doh.wa.gov/ForPublicHealthandHealthcareProviders/PublicHealthSystemResourcesandServices/Immunization/ChildhoodVaccineProgram
https://www.doh.wa.gov/Portals/1/Documents/Pubs/348-577-EligibilityPubliclyFundedVaccinesGuide.pdf
https://wavaccine.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/2020-06-09-WVA-Quick-Guide-Print-Final_Digital.pdf
https://wavaccine.org/wp-content/uploads/2021/05/2021-04-30-WVA-Provider-Checklist_FINAL.pdf
https://wavaccine.org/assessment-grid/
https://www.hca.wa.gov/assets/billers-and-providers/EPSDT-bi-20210401.pdf
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Upcoming Topics
April 21, 2022 – Ordering Basics

Suggestions? Please send to WAChildhoodVaccines@doh.wa.gov

CVP Training Series Future Topics 

mailto:WAChildhoodVaccines@doh.wa.gov


Questions? 

Childhood Vaccine Program Contact Information 
WAChildhoodVaccines@doh.wa.gov

Phone: (360)236-2829
Fax: (360)236-3811

Washington Vaccine Association Contact Information
info@wavaccine.org  
www.wavaccine.org  
Phone: 888-928-2224

Fax: 888-928-2242

mailto:WAChildhoodVaccines@doh.wa.gov
mailto:info@wavaccine.org
http://www.wavaccine.org/


Washington State Department of Health is committed to providing customers with forms
and publications in appropriate alternate formats. Requests can be made by calling

800-525-0127 or by email at civil.rights@doh.wa.gov. TTY users dial 711.
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