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As Fast as Words Could Fly by Pamela M. Tuck – a poignant story about a young African American typist based on the Author’s father. 
All Because You Matter by Tami Charles – gorgeous picture book celebrating black history, resilience and beauty. 
Bad News for Outlaws: The Remarkable Life  of Bass Reeves, Deputy U.S. Marshal by Vaunda Micheaux Nelson – a fascinating chronicle about a U. S. Marshal. 
Before John was a Jazz Giant: A Song of John Coltraine by Carole Boston Weatherford – a lovely rhythmic picture book about the great saxophone player.
Belle, The Last Mule at Gee’s Bend by Calvin Alexander Ramsay – a lovely, intergenerational story about the Civil Rights Movement. 
Charlie Parker Played Bebop by Chris Raschka – a rhythmic story of the famous jazz musician. 
Dave the Potter: Artist, Poet, Slave by Laban Carrick Hill – an exquisite picture book about a slave who was a very gifted potter.
Delivering Justice: W.W. Law and the Fight for Civil Rights by Jim Haskins – this beautifully illustrated book chronicles the early life of W. W. Law.
Firebird: Ballerina Misty Copeland Shows a Young Girl How to Dance Like the Firebird by Misty Copeland – a gorgeous look at what it takes to become a ballerina.
Freedom on the Menu: The Greensboro Sit-Ins by Carole Boston Weatherford – a beautifully told story of one family’s experience in Greensboro. 
Henry’s Freedom Box: A True Story from the Underground Railroad by Ellen Levine – a remarkable true story that provides a very visceral account of one man’s journey to freedom. 
I Am Rosa Parks by Brad Meltzer – a simple biography of Rosa Parks in a wonderfully accessible, almost graphic novel style.
Ida B. Wells, Voice of Truth: Educator, Feminist, and Anti-Lynching Civil Rights Leader
by Michelle Duster – told by her great-granddaughter, this wonderful book shares the life of the ground breaking journalist and civil-rights activist. 
It Jes’ Happened: When Bill Traylor Started to Draw by Don Tate – a wonderful picture book biography of a self-taught artist who became quite famous in his eighties.
Love to Langston by Tony Medina – a lovely biography in verse about Langston Hughes. 
The Mangrove Tree: Planting Trees to Feed Families by Susan L. Roth– told on two levels, one very simple, and the other more detailed, this book tells the true story of a man who took his worst experience and turned it into something beautiful and sustaining. 
Martin’s Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Doreen Rappaport – an excellent, simple biography of an American hero.
Moses: When Harriet Tubman Led Her People to Freedom by Carole Boston Weatherford – a gorgeous telling of Harriet Tubman’s story. 
My Brother Martin: A Sister Remembers Growing Up with the Rev. Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. by Christine King Farris – a beautifully illustrated, heartwarming, and joyful look at Dr. Martin Luther King Jr.’s early life told by his older sister. 
Never Forgotten by Patricia McKissick – historical poems retell some African American history with exquisite illustrations by Leo and Diane Dillon.
Night Boat to Freedom by Margot Theis Raven – this book really captures the terror of being a slave and the incredible risk that so many took to secure freedom.
Nina: A Story of Nina Simone by Traci N. Todd – lovely picture book biography of the amazing and defiant singer.
Opal Lee and What It Means to Be Free: The True Story of the Grandmother of Juneteenth
by Alice Faye Duncan – Beautiful chronicle of the creation and reason for celebrating June 19th. 
Radiant Child: The Story of Young Artist Jean-Michel Basquiat by John Steptoe – beautiful, vibrant book that perfectly captures the life and art of Jean-Michel Basquiat. Caldecott Winner!
Rap a Tap Tap: Here’s Bojangles – Think of That! By Leo and Diane Dillon – a joyous look at the life of Bill Robinson.
Rosa by Nikki Giovanni – exquisite telling of the day Rosa Parks refused to give up her seat on the bus for a white person and the ramifications of that act. 
Ruth and the Green Book by Calvin Alexander Ramsey – beautifully told from a child’s point of view, this simple picture book exemplifies the difficulties of travel for African Americans in the south before the Civil Rights movement. Includes information on the Negro Motorist Green Book.
Selavi: A Haitian Story of Hope – the true story of some homeless children in Haiti and what they were able to create together.  
Sit-In: How Four Friends Stood Up by Sitting Down by Andrea Davis Pinkney – an excellent picture book depiction of the four Greensboro students who sat down at the Woolworths counter and ignited a revolution.
Soujourner Truth’s Step Stomp Stride by Andrea Davis Pinkney – an wonderful picture book biography of an American heroine.
Tea Cakes for Tosh by Kelly Starling Lyons – a young boy hears the history of his family through his grandmother’s cookies. 
Underground by Shane W. Evans – a story of the Underground Railroad told in simple but evocative text and accompanied by wonderful illustrations.
Unspeakable: The Tulsa Race Massacre by Carol Boston Weatherford – searing picture book about a horrendous event in American history. 
Wangari’s Trees of Peace: A True Story from Africa – a picture book biography of the woman who changed Kenya’s landscape and provided a living for hundreds of Kenyan women. 
We March by Shane Evans – this beautiful book about the March on Washington for Jobs and Freedom is told through very few words that let the illustrations shine.
We Shall Overcome: the Story of a Song by Debbie Levy – in looking at the origin and spread of the singing of this song, this lovely book not only covers the Civil Rights movement in America, but also people’s struggles for human rights the world over. 
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