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Overview

• Introduction
• Fair Resources
• Biosecurity
• Diseases of concern (bird flu)
• Fair Check in by Species

• PRRS virus detection notice



Department of Agriculture
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/animal-husbandry

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets


How we send out information



Reliable Information

1. Your Private Veterinarian
2. Your Regional Field Veterinarian
3. EDCC
4. WSDA Animal Health LIST-SERV
5. Quarterly newsletter
6. WSDA Ag Brief Blogs
7. AAEP

• NADPRP project includes developing new disease 
identification and prevention fact sheets and 
biosecurity tools, providing educational materials to 
help horse owners develop biosecurity plans, and 
sharing information about biosecurity in the horse 
industry. 





Fair Supervisors and Veterinarian’s Role

If you see something, say something. 
REPORT

• Animal diseases or disease clusters with 
zoonotic potential 

• New or emerging diseases never or 
rarely been observed in WA

• Diseases that appear in a new species or 
show evidence of higher pathogenicity 
than expected

• Unusually high morbidity or mortality



How can disease be transmitted 

• Direct Transmission 
• Physical Contact 
• Semen and Embryos 

• Indirect Transmission 
• No Physical Contact
• Aerosol, Vectors, Fomites 

Examples Examples 
Bites
Scratching 
Touching 
Sexual Contact 

Sneezing, coughing
Feed, Bedding
Equipment, tools, supplies
Wildlife
People 

Photo credit: The horse, equi-med, Zoo and Aquariums, stock photo, nasal discharge

https://thehorse.com/112196/why-does-a-horse-bite/
https://equimed.com/news/health/researchers-in-veterinary-diagnostic-laboratory-at-the-university-of-kentucky-issue-report-on-equine-amyloidosis
https://zahp.org/eastern-equine-encephalitis/
https://www.istockphoto.com/photo/horse-bridle-gm823279144-133172799
https://www.semanticscholar.org/paper/Sneezing-and-nasal-discharges-in-pigs.-McOrist/ce61bb289e0e5800a850be13497dde53cdb68982


Photo credit: CDC

A few examples: 
• Rabies 
• Leptospirosis
• West Nile
• Tickborne diseases 
• Ringworm 
• Salmonella 
• E.coli

https://www.cdc.gov/onehealth/basics/index.html


What is Biosecurity? 

• Management practices used to limit introduction and spread of 
infectious and zoonotic disease

• Important in keeping animals and people safe as well as maintain 
business continuity 

• Prevention is key
• Personnel/animal flow 



Keep Infectious Disease Out:
• Screen prior to entry*
• Physically- fences/coops/barriers
• Clean and disinfect- with what? Disinfectant vs. Antiseptic
• Isolate sick animals- infectious disease can be a like a fire





Foreign Animal Diseases can look like 
Endemic Diseases

AND CANNOT BE  DIFFERENTIATED FROM EACH 
OTHER WITHOUT DIAGNOSTICS!!



Why is ADT important?

• Knowing where the diseased or at-risk animals are, have been and 
when they were there

• In response to a foreign animal disease 
• Reduces impact on owners and affected communities
• The US has a Wild Hog Problem 
• ASF situation from WOAH

Photo credit: ASF, Boar, Map 

https://www.msn.com/en-us/health/medical/the-us-has-a-wild-hog-problem/ar-AA170b0V?cvid=1c024349ba7a4f28bdcc32c00f224d5e
https://www.woah.org/app/uploads/2023/01/asf-report25.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-disease-information/swine-disease-information/african-swine-fever/seminar#:%7E:text=ASF%20is%20found%20in%20countries,to%20keep%20it%20that%20way.
https://www.treehugger.com/invasive-species-wild-boar-5180784
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/wildlifedamage/operational-activities/feral-swine/sa-fs-history
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• David Hecimovich- Program 
manager

ADT Program



Infectious DZ outbreak- fair scenario
• Who is exposed?

• Can we identify the affected animals (ADT)?
• Owner decided not to bring- consulted with private vet

• Reported to WSDA/WSDOH/USDA
• Screened at entry
• Found on-site in a pen -> Quickly isolated
• Multiple animals/species affected -> No containment possible

• What is the disease?
• Severity?
• Infectivity?
• Reportable?
• Zoonotic?







HPAI in Poultry
The avian perspective/How this started

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/an
imals-livestock-and-pets/avian-
health/avian-influenza - Google: 
WSDA HPAI/Bird Flu

https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/avian-health/avian-influenza
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/avian-health/avian-influenza
https://agr.wa.gov/departments/animals-livestock-and-pets/avian-health/avian-influenza


Ongoing outbreak and risks
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HPAI surveillance in our state

Image credit: AVMA.org



Poultry Check in

• Respiratory signs
• Coughing/ sneezing
• Conjunctivitis
• Swollen eyes
• Discolored legs/ combs
• Diarrhea





Cattle Check-in 

• Diarrhea
• Poor body condition
• Oral lesions
• Skin lesions
• Cough
• Hypersalivation



HPAI in Dairy Cattle
Spillover event/Where do we go from here

Photo Credit: Farm and Dairy. com





Key concepts

• Spillover event- Bird flu detected in new species
• First detected in March 2024 Texas, spread to other states including 

Idaho and California
• Occupational hazard to dairy workers
• Persistent milk drop with population level impacts
• Shed in high quantities in milk, so lactating dairy cows are the primary 

source!
• Ongoing USDA FSIS research shows that pasteurization and cooking 

kill virus
• No cases in WA despite ongoing surveillance***
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HPAI in Swine?
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Transmission of HPAI to carnivorous mammals
• Significant exposure through oral ingestion of infected poultry carcasses
• Transmission between animals?

• Appear to be ‘dead-end hosts’

• Other species: captive wild cat, bear, wild canine, marine mammal, raccoon, 
rodent, skunk



PRRS Virus notification through Govdelivery

• Porcine Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome (PRRS)
• Initially mystery pig disease (1980s), later renamed PRRS following viral 

identification (90s)
• Sows- depression and repro issues
• Weaners and Growers- persistent respiratory issues
• Variety of problems in herds without immunity*
• Historically low prevalence in WA
• Easily spread between pigs!

• Humans can assist in movement
• Not zoonotic*













Questions? 

Zac Turner DVM, MPVM, DACVPM

Western Washington Field Veterinarian 
Washington State Department of Agriculture
Zachary.turner@agr.wa.gov 
360 789-6463 | agr.wa.gov
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