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        What Has Changed?

➔ Increased fire danger across much of the 
Commonwealth today.

➔ Drought conditions worsening due to lack of 
rainfall (see slide regarding current drought 
status and historical impacts to Virginia)

NEW

Decision Support Briefing
➔ Next email briefing will be Thursday, April 

16, 2026 unless otherwise needed.

Virginia State Weather Briefing

Disclaimer: Information may become outdated after briefing time. Consult weather.gov for the latest information.
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Highlights
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● The combination of low relative humidity, dry fuels, and gusty SW winds will result in 
increased potential for adverse fire behavior today. An Increased Fire Danger Statement is 
in effect for much of the Commonwealth. Additional Increased Fire Danger Statements are 
possible through the week.

● Turning very warm to hot for the mid to late week period. Near-record to record highs are 
forecast from today through Thursday.

● Drought conditions have expanded, with much of the Commonwealth having at least 
moderate drought (D1 or greater) conditions. 

● There is little to no chance for a wetting rain (≥ 0.1”) through much of the week. The next 
potential for a wetting rain is likely not until late this weekend or early next week.
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Weather Pattern / Outlook 9:30 AM

Today/Tonight
Well above normal 
temperatures (90s), 

continued dry.

Thursday
Well above normal 
temperatures (90s), 

continued dry.  

Wednesday
Well above normal 
temperatures (90s), 

continued dry. 

Friday
Still warm (80s) and 
mostly dry. Very low 
chance for a shower.  

Saturday
Well above normal 
temperatures (90s), 

and dry. 



Tuesday, April 14, 2026 at 9:30 AM

Increased Fire Danger Today

weather.gov National Weather Service

● Relative Humidity: 25-35%
● Winds: SW gusts up to 20-25 mph
● 10 Hour Fuel Moistures: 8-10%

● Now through this evening
● Much of Virginia outside of far 

eastern/coastal areas.
● Additional statements are possible through 

the week.

TIMING AND LOCATION

Residents are urged to exercise caution handling any 
potential ignition source, including machinery, 
cigarees, and matches. Be sure top properly discard all 
smoking materials. Any dry grasses and tree lier that 
ignite will have the potential to spread quickly.

ADDITIONAL DETAILS
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9:30 AM

● Little to no rain is 
expected in the entire 
7 day period.

● The next chance for 
appreciable rainfall 
won’t be until Sunday, 
April 19 at the earliest.

Today through early Monday
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Wind & Humidity

● There are heightened fire weather 
concerns today for much of 
Virginia. There is the potential for 
additional fire concerns through 
the week.

● Minimum RH values may reach as 
low as the mid to upper 20s each 
afternoon.

● Wind gusts up to 15-25 mph are 
possible today and will continue to 
be possible during the afternoons 
through the week.
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Soil Moisture Percentile

This product is a general indication of 
the soil moisture percentile for the 
first meter of soil.

The entire region is experiencing 
below normal soil moisture with very 
low soil moisture across much of the 
state.

State View
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Temperature Trend

Click to enlarge each image

● High temperatures today warm well into the 80s to lower 90s and warm even further on Wednesday and Thursday with 
widespread mid 80s to mid 90s. 

● Heat indices will stay close to the air temperatures due to low humidity.
● Record highs will likely be challenged for much of the state today through at least Thursday.

https://www.weather.gov/images/akq/GFE/state/MaxT_VA_0.png
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Record High Temperatures This Week

April 14 (Tue) April 15 (Wed) April 16 (Thu)

Richmond 90° 92° 93°

Norfolk 90° 90° 91°

Washington 
(DCA) 91° 89° 92°

Roanoke 91° 89° 90°
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Drought Monitor
For more info, visit: droughtmonitor.unl.edu  

Drought conditions are worsening in Virginia due to a lack 
of substantial rainfall. The table below shows examples of 
drought impacts that the state of Virginia has experienced 
in the past with each of the drought categories currently 

observed in the state.



February 15 - April 30
Open burning is prohibited before 4 pm 

daily in Virginia.
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National Outlook Next Week
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Space Weather Forecast
For more info, visit: https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/

https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation

Today

3-Day Outlook

https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/
https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/noaa-scales-explanation
https://www.swpc.noaa.gov/products/3-day-geomagnetic-forecast
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Contact & Next Briefing Information

        Briefing Webpage
➔ NWS Wakefield Briefing
➔ NWS Blacksburg Briefing

Facebook
➔ www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA
➔ www.facebook.com/NWSBaltWash
➔ www.facebook.com/NWSBlacksburg

X
➔ @NWSWakefieldVA
➔ @NWS_BaltWash
➔ @NWSBlacksburg

  

    

       Contact Information

Web 
➔ weather.gov/akq (Wakefield)
➔ weather.gov/lwx (Sterling)
➔ weather.gov/rnk (Blacksburg)

Phone
➔ (757) 899-5734 (NWS Wakefield)
➔ (516) 993-9663 (Katie Carter)

Email 
➔ akq-report@noaa.gov 
➔ katie.carter@noaa.gov

https://www.weather.gov/media/akq/briefings/LatestBriefing.pdf
https://www.weather.gov/media/rnk/briefing.pdf
http://www.facebook.com/NWSWakefieldVA
https://www.facebook.com/NWSBaltWash
http://www.facebook.com/NWSBlacksburg
https://twitter.com/NWSWakefieldVA
https://x.com/NWS_BaltWash
https://x.com/NWSBlacksburg
http://weather.gov/akq
http://weather.gov/lwx
http://weather.gov/rnk
mailto:akq-report@noaa.gov
mailto:katie.carter@noaa.gov

