Fort Hunt Elementary School

Advanced Academics Information Meeting

September 22,2026
6:30PM - 7:15 PM

We'll begin at 6:32pm
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Fort Hunt Elementary School

Contact Information (will be shared again at the end)

Preshion Lynch
Advanced Academic Resource Teacher (AART)

Email: pmlynch@fcps.edu

FCPS Advanced Academic Program (AAP) Office
Phone: 571-423-4740

Email: AAP@fcps.edu

Website: www.fcps.edu/is/aap/index.shtml ¢
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Goals for Tonight

e Understand Fairfax County Public Schools’ philosophy on
Advanced Academic Programs

e Understand how a student’s needs for advanced learning
are met through a variety of services in the continuum

® Describe the four ways we deliver services at Fort Hunt
e Provide resources for more information
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Hold until the end of the presentation



Fairfax County Schools (FCPS)

® Each student is entitled to an excellent education that meets their
individual needs.

® Students learn best when educators, families, and students work together.

® High expectations lead to high performance.

¢ All students need opportunities to use strengths and pursue interests.
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Virginia Department of Education
‘Gifted’ Definition

“Gifted students means those students...
who demonstrate high levels of accomplishment or
who show the potential for higher levels of accomplishment

when compared to others of the same age, experience, or environment.”
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Virginia Department of Education
Gifted Requlation

All Virginia school divisions must:

®* identify gifted students, and

® provide instructional services to meet their needs.
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CPS VA Local Plan for the Gifted

Information related to FCPS Advanced Ac

ervices

174
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}Eam school division in Virginia develops a comprehensive plan for the education of the gifted. The FCPS
Local Pian for the Gifted provides specific explanations of FCPS implementation of Regulations Governing
Educational Services for Gifted Students in Virginia

FCPS Local Plan for the Gifted 2022 - 27 (PDF)
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There are two main ways the
Advanced Academic Program
provides access for ALL Students:

—

e [alent development

e Differentiation




Talent Development

e [nstructional opportunities to use
strategies & curriculum to develop
Portrait of Graduate skills

e |dentify and explore interest areas

e Attention tounderrepresented

population through Young Scholars
model




Young Scholars Model

ldentifying students from culturally &
linguistically diverse populations that
might not have had access to enriching

experiences
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Twice-Exceptional Students

Some students have exceptional
abilities AND have exceptional
learning challenges that are
addressed through a special
education plan.

We call these students “2e” and
work to meet all of their learning
needs.

FCPS Handbook:
www.fcps.edu and type “2¢e” in the
search bar.
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Fairfax County Public Schools

TWICE-EXCEPTIONAL (2e)
HANDBOOK
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Guidance for families and schools to support the identification,
instruction, and social-emotional wellness of 2e learners


http://www.fcps.edu

Differentiation

e Meet students where they are at with their
learning needs

e Access todifferentiated curriculum and
learning environment including: different
pacing, increased depth and complexity, and
removing scaffolds

e Provide opportunities for collaboration with
intention around peer group

e Academic advising and interventions for Young
Scholars as needed



Let’s first take a quick look at how FCP$ differentiates
and provides AAP across K-12

Then we'll take a closer look at what happens here in
elementary school. =




Advanced Academic Services Across K-12 in FCPS

Elementary School Middle School High School

Full-Time Honors Coursework
Grades 3-8
Advanced Placement
Honors or IB Coursework

Coursework in

Subject Specific areas of academic IB Coursework
K- 6

strength/interest Thomas Jefferson

High School
for
. Young Scholars K-12 J> Science and Technology
|




Elementary

Four levels of delivering
services to students

Subject Specific Services

Full-Time Services




Access to Rigor for ALL Students K-6

Subject Specific Services

Full-Time Services




ccess to Rigor for ALL Students K-6

The Mot MagnificeitThigg

Fﬁ'\t\m i |
- MAGNIFICENT
THTNGENT

|

Critical and Creative Thinking Strategies ¢ sy



https://www.fcps.edu/academics/elementary-school-academics-k-6/advanced-academics/critical-and-creative-thinking

In many ways!

We are all smart i

Its:

Portra

Self
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Critical and Creative Thinking Strategies
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Critical and Creative Thinking Strategies
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Adapted from the work of Dr. Edward de Bono and Dr. Richard Paul

Would you rather be a snowflake or a raindrop? Use the plus, minus, interesting chart
to help you make your decision!
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ELEMENTARY
Grades K-6

Access to Rigor AAP
Services

. Jacab’s
AAP Curricular Exploring Ladder
Number Games READING
Resources _ Making Sense of Numbers with Imi & Zani _ COMPREHENSION
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Subject Specific Services

Grades K-6

Subject Specific Services

U-="B2: Classifications |
What are the “good turns” that occur in the fable. Why is each a “good turn”? _Fill in the following table.
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Subject Specific Services

Grades K-6

Thisis NOT a

pull-out service
delive ry Subject Specific Services

The classroom
teacher provides this
level of service in
consultation with
the AART using AAP

resources.

Full-Time Services




Part-Time Services
Grades3-6

Subject Specific Services

Full-Time Services




Advanced Academic Resource Teachers meet
with students outside of their classroom once a
week for approximately 30-45 minutes.




A parent referral for Subject Specific and
Part-time AAP Services can be submitted
anytime.

Parents/Guardians will be notified after
30 business days regarding the
committee decision.

In May, all students are also considered
for school-based services for the
following year.




Full-Time Services
Grades3-6

Subject Specific Services

Full-Time Services

Center school)



ELEMENTARY
Grades 3-6

Full-Time AAP
Services

Parents, guardians, and teachers may refer a child to
be screened for Full-Time AAP services.

Spring Identification- referral and optional materials are
due by December 15.

Fall Identification- (only available to students who are
new to FCPS since January) - referral and optional
materials are due by October 15.

Parents/Guardians will be notified according to the
published Testing and Identification Timeline.

Full-time AAP Services continue through Grade 8. Students do not need to be re-evaluated each year.



FCPS offers an ability test to all students (universal
screening).

One-time Retake Option

0"0\{2!‘53‘ Ab“'tg e Parents/Guardians may request the one-time retake
T”tmg of an ability test by contacting the school testing
coordinator.

e Thedeadlinetorequest aone-time retake is
September 30.




Ability Testing

What part does ability testing play in the
identification process?

e Best practices in matching students to AAP services
includes looking at the whole student.

e Ability testing is one of several data points
considered in student portfolios.

e Ability testing is not weighted more than other
items in student portfolios.



Foll-Time AAP Services
at Fort Hunt €S

2026-27 Full-Time services
offered at Fort Hunt for Grades 3 & 4

2025-2026

Grade 2 students found eligible for
Full-Time services will have
opportunity to access services the next
school year at Stratford Landing or Fort
Hunt

Grade 3 students begin Full-time
services at Fort Hunt




So what do Full-Time
services look like at Fort
Hunt?



We use the AAP curriculum
where concept-based
instruction is woven into all
subject areas.

This is the same thing that happens at
Stratford Landing, an AAP center.




e What are other relationships can you think of
in life?

e Can you think of other characters from books )}
that show great examples of relationships?

* What is not an exampte of a relationship?

Generalizations

Vocabolarg

Relationships

i) Interconnected

Citizenship
Global

What can be said
that is true about
ALL relationships?
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Concept-Based Instruction and Thinking Routines




In addition to weaving
concepts throughout
the day, we also
differentiate.




Differentiation

Acceleration




Acceleration

Fewer tasks

assignec
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( Acceleration




Acceleration




Complexity

Differentiation e Adding more
variables to

study

e Using multiple
higher level
skills

e Requiring
multiple
resources




Depth

e Studyinga
concept in
multiple
applications

e Conducting
original research

e Cross-disciplinary
applications

Differentiation

Acceleration




Depth & Complexity

Here is what that looks like to
provide greater depth and
complexity...




A grade level problem

The farmer had 256 bales of hay in the barn.

He put 575 more bales of hay in the barn.

How many bales of hay are in the bam now?

Barn Bales of hay




" Agrade level problem

The farmer had 256 bales of hay in the barn.

He put 575 more bales of hay in the bam.

How many bales of hay are in the bam now?

Barn Bales of hay

Now with greater complexity & depth

Afomiya and William were frying to count the bales of hay in the barr
Afomiya thinks there are about 800 bales of hay.
William thinks there are about 900 bales of hay.

How did Afomiya and William arrive at their estimations?

Who has a more dccurate estimation? Why?






Isla was solving the following problem:

Fort Hunt ordered 2,600

EliRAsERBMarkers. 1,798 were black and
the rest were blue. How many markers were blue?

Is Isla’s thinking reasonable? Why or why not?

| (hink Fort Hunt Elementary
ordered 1,082 blue markers because.

2,600 - 1,000 = 1,600
1,600 - 700 = 1,000
1,000 - 90 = 1,090
1,090 -8 = 1,082




It’s not just enough to be able to solve
problems:

Students have to be able to explain their
thinking.

Here's how | was thinking about this
problem...




Goals for Tonight

e Understand Fairfax County Public Schools’ philosophy on
Advanced Academic Programs

e Understand how a student’s needs for advanced learning
are met through a variety of services in the continuum

® Describe the four ways we deliver services at Fort Hunt
e Provide resources for more information
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AAP Full-Time Services
Screening Information Session
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When: Tuesday, November 17"
Time: 6:30 — 7:15pm

Where: Zoom

Goal: To inform families about the AAP Full Time Screening and Identification Process
AAP Full-Time Parent Referrals due to Fort Hunt December 15th, 2026



Fort Hunt Elementary School

Contact Information

Preshion Lynch
Advanced Academic Resource Teacher (AART)

Email: pmlynch@fcps.edu

FCPS Advanced Academic Program (AAP) Office
Phone: 571-423-4740

Email: AAP@fcps.edu

Website: www.fcps.edu/is/aap/index.shtml ¢
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