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sports, clubs), or which affects students going to or returning from school including on a school 
bus or at a school bus stop. Students may also be disciplined for acts committed away from 
school property and outside school hours if the conduct is detrimental to the school environment, 
and/or results in a criminal charge or conviction. 

 
If a student has been suspended from school, make-up work will be provided by the school during 
the period of suspension and graded upon return. A parent/guardian is expected to provide 
adequate supervision for the student during periods of suspension and to work collaboratively 
with the school to arrange for assignments to be picked up and to ensure that the student 
completes assignments while on suspension. 

 
A student may be subject to disciplinary action for violation of any: (i) federal, state, or local law, 
rule, or regulation and/or (ii) policy or regulation of the School Board, the school system, or the 
school. Principals customarily will respond to many instances of prohibited conduct with school- 
based consequences, including, where necessary, suspension not to exceed five days12 as 
outlined in this regulation. W h e n  i s s u i n g  a  d i s c i p l i n a r y  r e s p o n s e  f o r  a n y  a c t  
f o r  w h i c h  a  s t u d e n t  c a n  b e  d i s c i p l i n e d  l i s t e d  i n  C h a p t e r  I I ,  t h e  
r e f e r r i n g  a d m i n i s t r a t o r  s h a l l  e n t e r  t h e  d i s c i p l i n a r y  i n c i d e n t  i n t o  t h e  
S t u d e n t  I n f o r m a t i o n  S y s t e m  ( S I S )  a n d  s h a l l  n o t i f y  t h e  p a r e n t  b y  
p h o n e ,  t e x t ,  o r  e m a i l  w i t h i n  2 4  h o u r s  o f  t h e  o c c u r r i n g  i n c i d e n t  b a r r i n g  
e x t e n u a t i n g  c i r c u m s t a n c e s  a n d  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  g u i d a n c e  t h r o u g h  
t h e  O f f i c e  o f  t h e  C h i e f  E q u i t y  O f f i c e r .  For more serious violations, the principal 
has the discretion to choose to make a referral to the Division Superintendent to conduct a hearing 
in order to consider more serious disciplinary action (to include a long-term suspension, a 
reassignment, and/or a recommendation to the School Board for expulsion). Where a referral to 
the Division Superintendent is made, the principal also may impose a suspension of up to ten 
days and may recommend a specific disciplinary action to the Division Superintendent. No 
inference is to be drawn from the absence of a principal’s recommendation. For the most serious 
violations (including those involving certain weapons, illegal drugs, and assault on a school 
employee causing injury), the principal is obligated by School Board policy to make a referral to 
the Division Superintendent. 

 
A school principal may impose a short-term suspension and make a referral to the Division 
Superintendent in any situation involving prohibited conduct as outlined in this regulation. The 
misconduct must meet one or more of the following criteria: 1) substantially disrupted the 
instructional program, 2) endangered the well-being of others, 3) follows school-based 
interventions initiated in response to prior violations. 

 
Any student who commits multiple offenses (regardless of their nature) at the same time or on 
different occasions may, at the discretion of school officials, face more stringent disciplinary action 
as a result, notwithstanding the sanction identified for any particular act of prohibited conduct. 
Nothing contained herein shall require the use of progressive disciplinary measures or shall 
establish the order in which such disciplinary measures shall be imposed. 

 
Before a student is removed from their base school and reassigned to another educational setting, 

 
12 Students who are in kindergarten through third grade ordinarily are not subject to suspensions from school of more than three 

consecutive days. Virginia law provides for exceptions where such students engage in dangerous misconduct (see Chapter II.C.3. 
of this regulation). 


