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Students have not 
been meeting 

literacy benchmarks

Concerning Trends

The “Why”
Behind the Changes

“To this point, 
educators in VA 

have been 
accustomed to 

utilizing a blend of 
adopted school 

materials, their own 
homemade 

instructional 
resources, and 

lesson content from 
online sources like 

Pinterest or 
Teachers Pay 

Teachers.” 

VA PALS Scores 
2019-2021

Pass Rate
2011-2021

“A student’s opportunity for this type of 
learning should not depend on the luck 

of the draw, on which teacher the 
student gets, or their particular school.”

Student and 
Teacher access to 
High-Quality 
Instructional 

Materials 
was inconsistent



Early Identification & Intervention
✓ New Screening Assessment (VALLSS)
✓ New Intervention Protocol (Reading Plans)

Align Curricula to Create Consistency
✓ Provide all students and teachers with HQIM

Support and Develop Teachers
✓ Train teachers on the Science of Reading and 

Evidence-Based Literacy Instruction
✓ Train teachers on the newly adopted curriculum

Keep Families Informed & Involved
✓ Share Reading Screener Results
✓ Include Parents in Reading Plan development
✓ Provide access to EBLI Materials to use at home

Concerning Trends

The “Why”
Behind the Changes The Virginia Literacy Act (2022)

Students have not 
been meeting 

literacy benchmarks

Student and 
Teacher access to 
High-Quality 
Instructional 

Materials 
was inconsistent



High-Quality Instructional Materials

Curriculum 
Must-Haves

✓ Includes core, 
supplemental, and 
intervention 
materials

✓ Aligned with the 
Science of Reading 
and Evidence-Based 
Literacy Instruction
☆ Daily instruction and 

practice in the 5 key 
areas of Reading

✓ Content builds upon 
earlier foundations 
both within and 
across grades

Align Curricula to Create Consistency

TRS Read-Aloud Texts & Handbook Workbooks
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Practice Activities

Decodables (K-2) Reader’s TheaterKnowledge-Building Libraries



Curriculum 
Must-Haves

✓ Includes core, 
supplemental, and 
intervention 
materials

✓ Aligned with the 
Science of Reading 
and Evidence-Based 
Literacy Instruction
☆ Daily instruction and 

practice in the 5 key 
areas of Reading

✓ Content builds upon 
earlier foundations 
both within and 
across grades

Align Curricula to Create Consistency

Phon. Awareness

Phonics

Fluency

Vocabulary

Comprehension

5 Key 
Areas of 
Reading

1st Grade: Unit 1 Skills and Strategies



High-Quality Instructional Materials

Curriculum 
Must-Haves

✓ Includes core, 
supplemental, and 
intervention 
materials

✓ Aligned with the 
Science of Reading 
and Evidence-Based 
Literacy Instruction
☆ Daily instruction and 

practice in the 5 key 
areas of Reading

✓ Content builds upon 
earlier foundations 
both within and 
across grades

Align Curricula to Create Consistency

Plants and Animals Have 
Needs

Plants and Animals Grow 
and Change

Plants and 
Animals and 
their Habitats 

Animal 
Adaptations

Observing 
Nature

Cultivating 
Natural 
Resources

Relationships 
in Nature

Why do living things have 
different needs?

Why do living things change? How do living 
things get what 
they need to 
survive?

How do living 
things survive in 
their 
environment?

How do we 
respond to 
nature?

How do we 
decide which 
resources we 
should develop?

What roles can 
we play in the 
balance of 
nature?



Universal Screening AssessmentsEarly Identification & Intervention

K-2: VALLSS 3-6: iReady + Additional Diagnostics

✓ Share score 
reports after 
testing is 
complete

✓ Invite parents to 
participate in the 
creation of 
Reading Plans 

✓ Share progress 
monitoring data 



Send Home Student Consumables

Student consumables 
go home at the end of 
each unit so families 
can explore and discuss 
what students have 
learned.

These include Activity 
Calendars to extend 
student learning with 
ideas for independent 
and family activities.

Keep Families Informed & Involved

Explore https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/families for more resources.

https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/families


Grading Will Look Different

● New Language Arts curriculum (Benchmark Advance) 
○ Before: the FCPS Planning and Pacing Guide covered different standards each 

quarter. 
○ Starting school year 2024-25: Benchmark Advance covers all standards each 

quarter, building towards mastery. Fewer standards will be marked Not Taught 
(NT) or Not Assessed (NA)

● New K-3 Literacy Screener (VALLSS)
○ Before: PALS for K; iReady for Grades 1-6.
○ Starting school year 2024-25: VALLSS in K-3; iReady in Grades 3-6. Assessments 

may show more specific areas in which your child needs support.
● New Virginia Standards of Learning (see VDOE site)

○ Before: Measured overlapping skills on any text. Sometimes standards were 
assessed with below-grade level text.

○ Starting school year 2024-25: Measures separate skills using on-grade level text. 
Grades reflect how well students meet grade-level expectations.

Students are not expected to master grade-level standards until later in the year. 

Keep Families Informed & Involved

https://www.benchmarkeducation.com/families
https://static.literacy.virginia.edu/resources/VALLSS_Family_Brochure_English.pdf
https://www.doe.virginia.gov/teaching-learning-assessment/k-12-standards-instruction/english-reading-literacy/standards-of-learning/2024-english-standards-of-learning




How You Can Help at Home

PHONOLOGICAL AWARENESS & PHONICS
Share nursery rhymes
Play I Spy with initial sounds or rhymes
Play Sound Swap 
Play spelling/word games: Bananagrams, Crosswords, Jumble, Scrabble, Wordle, Connections, 
Upwords, Balderdash.
Read poetry and notice the sounds of words
Have fun with wordplay and puns
Notice when words share the same word parts 

WORD READING
Support foundational skills
Practice skills from reading plan
Encourage daily reading and writing 

LANGUAGE COMPREHENSION
Talk, listen, inquire
Sustain interest in topics from school
Ask your children questions about school, about friends, about anything
Get beyond “yes/no” questions. The more opportunities they have to think and express
themselves, the better. 

Keep Families Informed & Involved



How You Can Help at HomeKeep Families Informed & Involved

Try the PEER strategy:

● Prompts the child to say something,
● Evaluates the child's response,
● Expands the child's response by rephrasing 

and adding information to it, and
● Repeats the prompt to make sure the child 

has learned from the expansion. 



PEER Examples

Young Children
A book about trucks has a page 
with a dump truck on it. 
Parent (Prompts): What is this? 
Child: Truck. 
Parent (Evaluates and 
Expands): That's right, it's a 
yellow dump truck. It is picking 
up dirt and dumping it here. 
Parent: (Repeats) So, what kind 
of truck? 
Child: Dump truck!

Older Children
On a TV show Justine was just teased by 
a classmate, Amy.
Parent (Prompts): How is Justine feeling, 
do you think? 
Child: Sad.
Parent (Evaluates and Expands): Yes, 
getting teased can make you sad. I 
wonder if she is also furious at Amy, or 
embarrassed because it was in front of 
the class. 
Parent: (Repeats) What do you think? 
Child: I think she’s embarrassed. Her 
face is red and she’s hiding in her seat. 



How You Can Help at HomeKeep Families Informed & Involved

READ & WRITE

● Read with your children
● Go to the library
● Prompt your children to sound out words they read or 

write
● Encourage your children to write for many purposes 

(letters, lists, journals)
● Get “caught” reading and writing! Modeling is 

important!



How To Help At Home (in Any Language)

TALK & LISTEN

● Tell stories; sing songs or rhymes
● Ask your children questions about 

school, about friends, about 
anything 

● Get beyond “yes/no” questions. 
The more opportunities they have 
to think and express themselves, 
the better.

● Explore new topics together–read, 
watch shows or go places and talk 
about them!

READ & WRITE

● Read with your children
● Go to the library
● Prompt your children to sound out 

words they read or write
● Encourage your children to write 

for many purposes (letters, lists, 
journals)

● Get “caught” reading and writing! 
Modeling is important!



EBLI Materials to use at home

Click here to access Resources for Families 

Keep Families Informed & Involved

https://literacy.virginia.edu/resources-families
https://literacy.virginia.edu/resources-families


EBLI Materials to use at homeKeep Families Informed & Involved

FCPS Literacy Resources Online

https://www.fcps.edu/unlock-your-childs-reading-potential-fcps-resources


Questions


