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Tonight's Agenda

Learn about 
the Benchmark 

Advance 
Program and 

the why behind 
the change.

Home 
Connections Q & A

01 02 03 04

Resource 
Walk  



What is the Science of Reading?



The Simple View of Reading

Word Recognition                Language Comprehension           Reading   Comprehension



The 5 Domains of Literacy Instruction
Domain Name Description of the Skill Measured

  Phonological  
  Awareness

Understanding that a spoken word contains distinct sounds

  Phonics Understanding of the relationships between the sounds of 
spoken language and the letters of written language

  High-Frequency 
  Words

Recognition of words that appear often in the books that 
children read

  Vocabulary Understanding the meaning of words

  Comprehension 
  of Literature

Understanding of what is being read in fictional text

  Comprehension   
  of Informational 
  Text

Understanding of what is being read in nonfiction text



The Virginia Literacy Act
The VLA is based on the science of reading, which is a collection of 
research that shows how people learn to read and how reading 
should be taught. The VLA goals include:

★ Improving literacy outcomes for all students
★ Ensuing that students receive evidence-based literacy 

instruction
★ Providing professional development for teachers, reading 

specialists, and principals



The Virginia Literacy Act Basics



Benchmark Advance



What are the components of 
Benchmark Advance?

● Comprehension and Knowledge Building
● Vocabulary
● Foundational Skills: Phonological 

Awareness, Phonics/Word Study, Fluency
● Writing
● Grammar
● Speaking & Listening Skills to 

Demonstrate Knowledge
● Unit Assessments





Growing Knowledge Over Time



Student Work



Annotating Text

Grades K- 1

2nd Grade Grades 3-6



Home Connection



Home Connection
Read!

The number one best way to help your child at 
home is to read.   Read to your child, have your 
child read to you. We want to build Reading 
Stamina! 
                       K- Practice reading words nightly 

★ Grades 1-2 : 10-15 minutes a night
★ Grades 3-6:  20-30 minutes a night

*Read different genres*

What are ways my child can listen to 
reading at home?

★ Libby App
★ MyOn/Pebble Go/Tumble Books
★ Benchmark Bookshelf
★ MyOn
★ NewsELA

Online Resource 
★ Work on Lexia 

(complete minutes weekly)

Please allow your child to work on 
Lexia independently.

How can I help my child with comprehension 
at home?

★ Have conversations before, during, and 
after reading together 

★ Talk about tricky vocabulary
★ Use open-ended questions 
★ Ask your child to apply the book’s 

message to the world around them. 



https://www.fcps.edu/unlock-your-childs-reading-potential-fcps-resources


https://literacy.virginia.edu/resources-families


Q& A

What questions do you 
have? 



Resource Walk 

All teachers in FCPS 
use the same lessons

Each student has their 
own text to read and 

annotate

Can be used to read 
texts and for 
assessments

Used to build fluency 
and have fun

Used to build fluency, 
vocabulary and 
comprehension

All grades  have 
additional lessons to 

reinforce skills 

Teacher 
Materials

Student 
Magazines

Small Group 
Texts

Online 
Platform Reader’s 

Theater
Intervention



Thank you for 
joining us 
tonight!

Please feel free to contact 
me  if you have questions.

Contact Information:
Connie Carney
cmcarney@fcps.edu
703-912- 4416

mailto:cmcarney@fcps.edu


Teacher Materials



Small Group Texts



Readers Theater 
Texts



   Intervention  
Materials 



Student Magazines 



Online Resources 



WSES Parent University 

In The Library 
at 6:00 PM


