
Welcome
Principal's Coffee

Student Attendance at Bucknell



Agenda
❏ Share the importance of attendance
❏ Review attendance expectations and 

procedures
❏ Share strategies to support attendance
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Grounding 
What is a challenge for you as a parent to 
get your child or children to school every 
day?

What motivates and helps you to get your 
child to school despite these challenges?



What does Research 
say about attendance?
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So, 
> Regular school attendance in elementary school 

improves the chances that your child will read on 
grade level.

> Missing 18 or more (2 absences per month) school 
days per year is the Primary cause of lower academic 
achievement.

> Students who attend 90% or more of the school year 
are more likely to graduate from high school on time. 
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What are the expectations 
and procedures for 

attendance?
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Attendance Policies
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In Virginia, all students aged 5 through 18 
are required to attend school regularly. 
FCPS must record student attendance 

every day school is in session.



What is chronic Absenteeism per VDOE guidelines?
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How does bucknell Monitor Attendance?
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● Attendance will be monitored daily- Parents are required to notify 
school when child will be absent

● 5-Day Parent letter and Attendance plan will be created for students 
who have 5 unexcused absences

● 10-Day (excused and unexcused) parent letter will be mailed home 

● 10 unexcused absences will require an Admin/Parent Conference to 
development goals and strategies to support student attendance

● 10+ unexcused absences may result in a referral to the Truancy 
office. 



What might be some 
next steps to support 
student attendance?
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The four Pillars

our 
office
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The Four Pillars



Family Practices
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What are some things you already do to help get 
your child to school every day?

What are some reasons children might miss 
school and steps you can take to support your 
child’s attendance?
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Family Practice Ideas:
❏ Set a regular bedtime and morning routine

❏ Make sure your child gets plenty of sleep

❏ Organize clothes and school supplies the 
night before

❏ If your child is sick, follow FCPS guidelines 
of illnesses that may be contagious
❏ Fever, vomiting, etc

❏ Use the FCPS calendar, to schedule 
medical appointments and family 
vacations 
❏ Student holidays, Holidays, and 

early releases 



Let’s review some concepts

Yellow
Is the color of gold, butter and 
ripe lemons. In the spectrum of 
visible light, yellow is found 
between green and orange.

Blue
Is the colour of the clear sky 
and the deep sea. It is located 
between violet and green on the 
optical spectrum.

Red
Is the color of blood, and 
because of this it has 
historically been associated with 
sacrifice, danger and courage. 
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Reporting Attendance 

Phone: 703-660-2929

Email: 
BcknellElm.Attendance@fcps.edu



Social Capital
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Who can you call for support to help your 
children get to school?

How can you help other families?



School Support
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What are some ways our school can help 
families with attendance?



Community Services 
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What might be some additional barriers that 
families in our school face?



Community Services 
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Some families face barriers like availability of 
transportation, health care, housing, etc. There 
are community  organizations that offer support 
to families with these barriers.



Community Services 

22

➔ Department of Family Services: Support for benefits, child 
care, older adult care, etc.

➔ Coordinated Services Planning: Connects county residents 
to resources

➔ Office for Children: Early childhood programs for younger 
siblings

➔  Transportation Options, Programs & Services (TOPS):  
Subsidized transportation for limited income families

➔  Family Resource Center: Free webinars, consultation, and 
library to support parenting

 

https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/familyservices/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/office-for-children/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/office-for-children/
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/transportation/tops
https://www.fairfaxcounty.gov/neighborhood-community-services/transportation/tops
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/family-engagement/family-resource-center
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Thanks!
Rashida Green Principal    rjgreen1@fcps.edu
Gina Toler Assistant Principal   rjtoler@fcps.edu
Pierce Prior Counselor  plprior@fcps.edu 
Akiko Ueda-Zecca  auedazecca@fcps.edu             

mailto:rjtoler@fcps.edu
mailto:plprior@fcps.edu
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https://vimeo.com/101425388
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What connections 
did you make 
during the video?

What surprised 
you most during 
the video?

https://vimeo.com/101425388

