National Family Engagement Month

Suggested Activities and Resources
November 2023

November is National Family Engagement Month! This month reminds us that families

are children’s first and most important teachers, advocates, and nurturers. Over 35 years ° Leet
of research shows that the most effective way to increase student achievement is for

families to be actively involved in the education of their children. The importance of Py
family engagement will be highlighted during the month of November as we celebrate PS .

and strengthen family-school partnerships together.

This toolkit provides opportunities for a strengths-based approach to family engagement
as schools celebrate family-school partnerships throughout the month of November and FA ‘ LY
beyond. Engagement Month

Ideas for Schools

e Utilize FCPS graphics to post opportunities on social media posting using

0

#FCPSEngageFamilies or #FamilyEngagementMonth and tag @FESP_FCPS & ‘ e
@FRC _FCPS ° ‘a ‘./

e Host a Principal or Family Coffee. .\ 'S
Mobilize family volunteers to support a school effort. [ . ()
Invite families to visit classrooms to share diverse family traditions during e o
morning meetings. - . .’

o Celebrate National Family Engagement Day on November 16, 2023, by
welcoming families to eat lunch or volunteer at their child’s school. e FAMILY L

o Write thank you letters or postcards to families for National Family Engagement Eygzsemeniiienth

Day on November 16, 2023.
e Have students and families create a family project to create home-school
connections.
o Encourage teachers to send a positive note or postcard home to families or one class period at the secondary
levels.
Display family-focused library books for students to check out during the month.
Encourage staff to check out a book from the Family Resource Center Library on family engagement.
Have students interview a family member about their family traditions and customs.
Encourage students and families to develop a family crest to recognize their family’s uniqueness.
Host a Family Fun Night where families and staff continue to foster authentic relationships.
Host a Family Math learning opportunity for families to support math development at home.
Tips on creating family engagement opportunities: https://hub.fcps.edu/family-resource-center-frc
Host a ParentCamp.
Post on the school marquee to emphasize your commitment to family and school partnerships.
Share classroom expectations and student learning goals openly with parents and ask them to do the same.
Gather feedback from families and students on current and potential school workshop topics to identify ways to
support social and emotional learning.



http://@fsp_fcps
https://twitter.com/prc_fcps
https://search.follettsoftware.com/metasearch/ui/103238/search/all?q=family%20engagement&ists=0&activeMenu=HOME
https://nafsce.org/page/FMResources
https://hub.fcps.edu/family-resource-center-frc
http://www.parentcamp.org/

Create a family bulletin board (online or in the building) to highlight school and community events.

Provide professional learning grounded in a strengths-based approach to family engagement.

Practice and model two-way inclusive communication with your colleagues and staff at school to engage families.
End your Morning Meeting or Advisory with an Optimistic Closure focused on continuing the learning with families at
home.

Ideas for Families

e November calendar of ideas to share with families.

e Collaborate with your parent organization (PTA, PTO, Booster) to host a ParentCamp.

e Visit your local library or go online to get a library card for your child.

e Practice digital safety and responsibility with your child. Ideas and tip sheets.

e Quick Tips for Parents Library

e Commit to volunteer at your child’s school three times this school year.

® Write letters to school staff for National Family Engagement Day on November 16, 2023.

e Review your child's (grades 7 — 12) Academic Career Plan on Naviance and partner with their school counselor in
developing goals.

® Ask your child what they discuss in Morning Meetings and Advisory.

e Discuss the FCPS Portrait of a Graduate skills with your child.

Post experiences to our Twitter feed @FSP_FCPS and @FRC _FCPS

FCPS Family Resource Center Webinar Registration and Schedule
FCPS Family Resource Center Workshops & Webinars on YouTube

FCPS Family Resource Center Digital Resources

FCPS Student Safety and Wellness Resources EFFECTIVEL

FCPS Social Emotional Learning Resources el
FCPS Technology Resources
National PPOR

National Standérds for Family-School Partnershms . corasonare [NGHAEN UDE!
Center for Family Involvement (VCU, Partnership for People with = S SHIUNITY v
DlsabllltIES) PARTNERSHIPS
Parent Education Advocacy Training Center (PEATC)
FCPS Multilingual Podcast SHARE

National

SPEAK UP
FOREVERY
CHILD

- : : _ POWER
Quick Tips Family Engagement Library sancR

STANDARD 4

TTAC Online Resources

Need additional support? Please contact one of us!

Family & School Partnerships Team: Renee LaHuffman-Jackson, Ed.D., Director; Mary Beth Harrison-Cunningham, FRC Manager; Krystle
Trammell, Partnership Specialist; Meredith Ayala, Partnership Specialist; Laura Cook, Partnership Specialist; Lisa Milman, Ph.D., FRC
Specialist; Family Engagement Region Representatives: Claudia Thomas (Region 1); Tianja Grant (Regions 2&6);

Patricia Ramirez (Regions 3&6); Melanie Crosby Hardy (Region 4); Alain Ramirez Lopez (Region 5)



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1O_EXqExqFHdF3UCZRyflfJMdIHcwEGQh/view?usp=sharing
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/student-safety-and-wellness/social-and-emotional-learning-sel
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1eg-7XGt4oxTcvowyJ-jx0IfFY63T7p3g/edit?usp=sharing&ouid=103705373908991023135&rtpof=true&sd=true
http://www.parentcamp.org/
https://research.fairfaxcounty.gov/c.php?g=726085&p=5331335
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/technology/digital-citizenship-internet-safety/digital-citizenship-families/digital-0
https://www.parent-institute-online.com/ep/eplibrary.php?3021-L428072
https://www.fcps.edu/naviance
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/student-safety-and-wellness/social-and-emotional-learning-sel
https://www.fcps.edu/about-fcps/portrait-graduate/resources
https://twitter.com/FSP_FCPS
https://twitter.com/prc_fcps
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/family-engagement/parent-resource-center/register-free-workshops-parent-resource-center
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/family-engagement/parent-resource-center/workshops-youtube
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/family-engagement/parent-resource-center/fcps-resources-topics-parents-and-educators
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/student-safety-and-wellness
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/student-safety-and-wellness/social-and-emotional-learning-sel
https://www.fcps.edu/resources/technology
https://www.pta.org/docs/default-source/files/runyourpta/2022/national-standards/standards-overview.pdf
https://centerforfamilyinvolvementblog.org/
https://centerforfamilyinvolvementblog.org/
https://peatc.org/
https://www.fcps.edu/multilingual-family-podcast-all-episodes
https://www.parent-institute-online.com/ep/eplibrary.php?3021-L428072
https://ttaconline.org/resources
mailto:rlahuffmanja@fcps.edu
mailto:meharrisoncu@fcps.edu
mailto:kmtrammell@fcps.edu
mailto:kmtrammell@fcps.edu
mailto:mlayala1@fcps.edu
mailto:lecook@fcps.edu
mailto:lrmilman@fcps.edu
mailto:cethomas1@fcps.edu
mailto:tdgrant@fcps.edu
mailto:paramirez@fcps.edu
mailto:macrosby@fcps.edu
mailto:abramirezlop@fcps.edu

