[image: Raj Parekh Official Photo]
Raj Parekh is the First Assistant United States Attorney for the Eastern District of Virginia (EDVA).
As First Assistant U.S. Attorney, Raj helps lead a staff of approximately 300 prosecutors, civil litigators, and support personnel across four Divisions located in Alexandria, Richmond, Norfolk, and Newport News.  The district serves over six million residents.  Raj is a career federal prosecutor who has tried numerous jury trials to verdict. He has investigated and prosecuted cases involving national security and international crimes, violent crimes, narcotics, cybercrime, health care fraud, and other white-collar offenses.  Raj also serves as Co-Chair of EDVA’s Diversity Committee.
Raj received the Director’s Award from the Executive Office for U.S. Attorneys for Superior Performance in United States v. Mohamad Jamal Khweis (EDVA), which led to the 2017 conviction of the first individual to face a jury trial in the United States after having joined the terrorist organization known as the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) in ISIS territory.  Raj also received the Anti-Defamation League’s SHIELD Award for his contributions in the fight against extremism and terrorism.  Raj helped lead the prosecution of the ISIS “Beatles,” Alexanda Kotey and El Shafee Elsheikh, both of whom were recently convicted of mandatory life offenses relating to their participation in a brutal hostage-taking scheme involving the detention of 26 hostages from 12 countries, and that resulted in the deaths of American, British, and Japanese nationals in Syria.  
Raj earned his B.A. degree in economics and international affairs with magna cum laude honors from The George Washington University, and earned his J.D. with cum laude honors from the University of Pennsylvania Law School.
In Jan. 2021, Raj became the first South Asian and person of color in the 232-year history of the Office to lead the Eastern District of Virginia when he served as Acting United States Attorney until Oct. 2021. 
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