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Fairfax County Schools (FCPS) Beliefs

®* All students deserve an excellent education.

® Students learn best when educators, parents, and students work
together.

* High expectations lead to high performance.

* All students need opportunities to use strengths and pursue interests.
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Virginia Department of Education
‘Gifted’ Definition

“Gifted students means those students...
who demonstrate high levels of accomplishment or
who show the potential for higher levels of accomplishment

when compared to others of the same age, experience, or
environment.”
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Virginia Department of Education
Gifted Regulation

All Virginia school divisions must:

* identify gifted students, and

® provide instructional services to meet their needs.
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FCPS VA Local Plan for the Gifted

Information related to FCPS Advanced Academic Services

I& FCPS Local Plan for the Gifted 2016-2021

Each school division in Virginia develops a comprehensive plan for the education of the gifted. The FCPS
Local Plan for the Gifted provides specific explanations of FCPS' implementation of Regulations Governing
Educational Services for Gifted Students in Virginia.

FCPS Local Plan



https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-overview/advanced-academic-programs-aap/fcps-va-local-plan-gifted

¢

7N

Y\
Fairfax County
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
EEEEEE * INSPIRE = THRIVE

Two Goals of the Advanced Academic Programs

FCPS AAP strives to develop the talents of all students and provide
challenge through:

®* Talent development

* Differentiation to meet the needs of advanced learners.
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Talent
Development

What does Talent Development look like in Fairfax
County Public Schools?

® Instructional opportunities to use AAP
curriculum and strategies.

* Working with students to identify and explore
areas of interest.

® Attention to underrepresented groups through
the Young Scholars Model.
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What does Differentiating for Advanced Learners mean
Differentiation to in Fairfax County Public Schools?

Meet the Needs
of Advanced
Learners

® Meeting students’ needs to go beyond grade level
standards by name and need.

® Ensuring access to differentiated curriculum and

environment including different pacing, increased depth
and complexity, and removing scaffolds.

® Ensuring time to work with similar academic peer group to
ensure peer-to-peer feedback to promote growth.

® Academic advising and complementary supports for

success through implementation of the Young Scholars
model.
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AAP Continuum of Services

AAP offers a continuum of services to challenge and engage all students
K-12. Our goals are:

® Provide deeper learning and talent development opportunities to all students
® lIdentify and build upon student strengths and abilities

® Provide multiple entry points to meet diverse student needs through the
continuum of services

We believe talent can be nurtured and developed in all students. AAP
services for a student may change over time.



¢

VY -\
Fairfax County
PUBLIC SCHOOLS
ENGAGE * INSPIRE  THRIVE

Advanced Academic Programs Overview

Young Scholars Model - All K-12 Students

Elementary School: K-6 ‘ Middle School High School
Access to Rigor (Level ) IB Middle Years Program — Grades 6 -10 (selected schools)
Subject Specific Advanced Honors Courses in areas of * Honors Courses
Differentiation (Level Il) Academic Strength/Interest

Advanced Placement (AP)

Grades 7-8

Part-Time Services (Level il International Baccalaureate (IB)

Dual Enrollment Courses

Thomas Jefferson High School

Full-Time Services - Grades 3-8 (Level IV) for Science and Technology

Adapted from the Integrated Continuum of Special Services by Sally Reis and Levels of Service by Donald Treffinger.
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Advanced The FCPS Young Scholars Model seeks to
Academic identify and affirm, from an early age, students
Programs with high academic potential from groups
Grades K-12 historically underrepresented in advanced

academic programming.
Young Scholars

Model The goal of the model is to eliminate barriers for

Young Scholars’ access to and success in
advanced academic opportunities in elementary,
middle, and high school.
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L Twice-exceptional
Advanced (2e) students have
Academic TWICEXEXCEPTIONAL (2e) exceptional abilities
P ro ra m s HANDBOOK .

9 and exceptional
learning challenges.

Twice-Exceptional

(2e) Students FCPS 2e Handbook:

Go to www.fcps.edu
and search 2e
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Advanced Academic Programs
AAP ELEMENTARY SERVICES

Grades K-6
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Advanced Academic Programs Overview

Young Scholars Model - All K-12 Students

Elementary School: K-6 Middle School High School
Access to Rigor (Level ) IB Middle Years Program — Grades 6 -10 (selected schools)
Subject Specific Advanced Honors Courses in areas of * Honors Courses
Differentiation (Level Il) Academic Strength/Interest

Advanced Placement (AP)

Grades 7-8

Part-Time Services (Level il International Baccalaureate (IB)

Dual Enrollment Courses

Thomas Jefferson High School

Full-Time Services - Grades 3!8 (Level 1V) for Science and Technology

Adapted from the Integrated Continuum of Special Services by Sally Reis and Levels of Service by Donald Treffinger.
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Advanced Academic Programs Overview

Young Scholars Model - All K-12 Students

Elementary School: K-6 ‘ Middle School ‘ High School
Access to Rigor (Level ) IB Middle Years Program — Grades 6 -10 (selected schools)
Subject Specific Advanced Honors Courses in areas of * Honors Courses
Differentiation (Level Il) Academic Strength/Interest .

Grades 7-8 Advanced Placement (AP)

Part-Time Services (Level il International Baccalaureate (IB)

Dual Enrollment Courses

Thomas Jefferson High School

Full-Time Services - Grades 3-8 (Level IV) for Science and Technology

Adapted from the Integrated Continuum of Special Services by Sally Reis and Levels of Service by Donald Treffinger.
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ELEMENTARY
Grades K-6

AAP

Access to Rigor:

Level |

Access for all
students

All students have opportunities to think
critically, reason, and problem-solve.

® Critical and creative thinking strategies are
used in lessons

® Teachers use advanced academic curriculum
each quarter
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Critical and Creative Thinking Strategies .¢. B0y
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ELEMENTARY
Grades K-6

AAP

Access to Rigor:
Level |

Critical and meﬁméﬁMmuwm;
Creative Thinking |
Strategies

Adapted from the work of Dr. Edward de Bono and Dr. Richard Paul
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ELEMENTARY
Grades K-6

AAP

Access to Rigor:
Level |

AAP Curricular
Resources

e ———————

.\“ni'(’\)S in American Hist

Exploring
Number Games
Making Sense of Numb i

Number

Ladder

READING
COMPREHENSION
PROGRAM

Nonfiction
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ELEMENTARY All students in FCPS receive Access to Rigor

Grades K-6 (Level I) Services as a part of their Tier |
Instruction.

AAP

Access to Rigor: | No referrals or screening process needed.
Level |

Access for all
students
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Advanced Academic Programs Overview

Young Scholars Model - All K-12 Students

Elementary School: K-6 ‘ Middle School High School
Access to Rigor (Level ) IB Middle Years Program — Grades 6 -10 (selected schools)
Subject Specific Advanced Honors Courses in areas of * Honors Courses
Differentiation (Level Il) Academic Strength/Interest .

Grades 7-8 Advanced Placement (AP)

Part-Time Services (Level il International Baccalaureate (IB)

Dual Enrollment Courses

Thomas Jefferson High School

Full-Time Services - Grades 3-8 (Level IV) for Science and Technology

Adapted from the Integrated Continuum of Special Services by Sally Reis and Levels of Service by Donald Treffinger.
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ELEMENTARY
Grades K-6

AAP Subject
Specific
Advanced

Differentiation:

Level Il

Some students are strong in one or more specific
subject areas. Classroom teachers may adjust
instruction for students in these areas by:

* Providing different assignments and resources
in those subjects

® Grouping students by their strengths, interests,
and readiness
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ELEMENTARY
Grades K-6

AAP Subject
Specific
Advanced

Differentiation:

Level Il

Parents, guardians, and teachers may refer a child
for Subject Specific Advanced Differentiation (Level 1)
AAP services.

® Submit a referral form to the AART.

®* Parents/Guardians will be notified after 30 business
days regarding eligibility for subject specific AAP
services.

® In May, all students are also considered for school
based services for the following school year.

Subject-specific AAP Services are re-evaluated each year at the local school.
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Advanced Academic Programs Overview

Young Scholars Model - All K-12 Students

Elementary School: K-6 ‘ Middle School ‘ High School
Access to Rigor (Level ) IB Middle Years Program — Grades 6 -10 (selected schools)
Subject Specific Advanced Honors Courses in areas of * Honors Courses
Differentiation (Level Il) Academic Strength/Interest .

Grades 7-8 Advanced Placement (AP)

Part-Time Services (Level il International Baccalaureate (IB)

Dual Enrollment Courses

Thomas Jefferson High School

Full-Time Services - Grades 3-8 (Level IV) for Science and Technology

Adapted from the Integrated Continuum of Special Services by Sally Reis and Levels of Service by Donald Treffinger.
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ELEMENTARY
Grades 3-6

AAP Part-Time

Services:
Level Il

Some students have advanced academic abilities
in multiple subject areas. They need AAP part-time
services.

AARTs and classroom teachers provide
opportunities to work with a cluster group of
students with similar academic needs in Language
Arts, science, social studies, and/or mathematics.
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ELEMENTARY Parents, guardians, and teachers may refer a child

Grades 3-6 for AAP Part-Time services.
AAP Part-Time * Submit a Level Il/lll referral form to the AART.
,_SE;?,:,V,,I,CGS: * Parents/Guardians will be notified after 30

business days regarding eligibility for Level llI.

Level Il/lll Referral
Form * In May, all students are considered for school

based services for the next school year.

AAP part-time services continue through Grade 6. Students do not need to be evaluated each year.


https://www.fcps.edu//sites/default/files/media/forms/AAPSchoolBasedServicesReferralForm.pdf
https://www.fcps.edu//sites/default/files/media/forms/AAPSchoolBasedServicesReferralForm.pdf
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Advanced Academic Programs Overview

Young Scholars Model - All K-12 Students

Elementary School: K-6 ‘ Middle School ‘ High School
Access to Rigor (Level ) IB Middle Years Program — Grades 6 -10 (selected schools)
Subject Specific Advanced Honors Courses in areas of * Honors Courses
Differentiation (Level Il) Academic Strength/Interest .

Grades 7-8 Advanced Placement (AP)

Part-Time Services (Level il International Baccalaureate (IB)

Dual Enrollment Courses

Thomas Jefferson High School

Full-Time Services - Grades 3-8 (Level IV) for Science and Technology

Adapted from the Integrated Continuum of Special Services by Sally Reis and Levels of Service by Donald Treffinger.
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ELEMENTARY
Grades 3-6

AAP Full-Time

Services:
Level IV

Some advanced learners need a full-time advanced
academic program, including differentiated
instruction in all 4 content areas and access to a
peer group with similar academic needs.

Students eligible for full-time AAP services receive:

®* Advanced Language Arts, mathematics,
science, and social studies curriculum, and

® Curriculum that is differentiated through
acceleration, depth, and complexity of content.
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ELEMENTARY Parents, guardians, and teachers may refer a child to

Grades 3-6 be screened for AAP full-time services.

e Fall Screening (only available to students who are new
AAP Full-Time to FCPS since January) - referral and optional materials
Services: are due by October 15.
Level IV

e Spring Screening - referral and optional materials are
due by December 15.

e Parents/Guardians will be notified according to the
published Testing and Identification Timeline.

AAP full-time services continue through Grade 8. Students do not need to be evaluated each year.
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Wha_t I,S the _ Input from the family provides information
family’s role in that schools may not have.

the screening
process?

There are several ways families can
support the screening process.

QUESTION
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Submit the Full-Time (Level IV) Referral

What is the Form by the deadline on the AAP website
fam“y,s role in This form is required unless the student has
the screening a Grade 2 Universal Screener Referral.
process?

It is helpful to submit the form if your child
has a Grade 2 Universal Screener Referral.

Referral Form

Schools will create the screening file and
families may add materials to the file.

QUESTION


https://www.fcps.edu//sites/default/files/media/forms/AAPLevelIVReferralForm_1.pdf
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Wha_‘t ',s the ] Families may submit 2 pages of student
family’s role in work samples.

the screening
process? i T T

‘%

Work Samples
from families are
optional. The
school will submit
4 work samples.

<
O
=
m |
LLI
-
O
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Work Samples Guidelines:

What is the

2 pages maximum

family’s role in - Single-sided, 8 ¥ x 11 pages

the screening *No 3-D, video, or audio samples

* To ensure readability by committee

<
]
I_ process? members, it is not advisable to put copy
(D more than one page of work on a single
LIJ Work Samples work sample page

from families are * Copies or originals are accepted, but please
: optional. The note they will not be returned
G school will submit AARTs will accept electronic work samples in

4 work samples. the following formats: PDF and image files (e.g.

jpg)
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What is the Keep in mind this is an academic program.
familv’s role in Art samples are agcepted, however,

y ) samples from multiple content areas are
the screening most helpful for the screening committee.
process?

The committee looks for exceptional
Work Samples critical and creative thinking, reasoning,
and problem solving showcased in the
student work.

QUESTION
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Optional for Advanced Academic Programs Referral

Student Full Name Student ID

Current School Grade

Please circle or highlight how often you notice the following n your child and give an example. Please print
clearly or type. Responses must fit on this form.

1. My child surprises me with their knowled Occasionally Fi tly Ci

What is the
family’s role in 2 o o g
the screening
process?

3. My child is intellectually curious and asks Occasionally Fi tly C
thoughtful questions.

4. My child finds humor in situations or events Occasionally Fi tl Consistently
unusual for their age.

Parent/Guardian

5. My child can focus on a particular topic for O ionally Frequently Consistentl
= = an unusually long period of time.
Questionnaire
Does your child have a special leaming need that you want to i to the ittee?

QUESTION

If YES, please explain (such as a learning disability, IEP. or 504 Plan). Parents/guardians may submit
additional i X garding special leaming needs to the school to be included in the screening file.

Parent/G ian Signaty Date



https://www.fcps.edu//sites/default/files/media/forms/AAPParentGuardianQuestionnaire.pdf
https://www.fcps.edu//sites/default/files/media/forms/AAPParentGuardianQuestionnaire.pdf
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Does your child have a special learning
need you want the committee to know

O What is the about?

= family’s role in

|— the screening Families may submit a page of additional
w process? information about a student’s 2e needs.
: Parent/Guardian -

G Questionnaire e

Does your child have a special leaming need that you want to i to the

additional inf: X garding special leaming needs to the school to be included in the screening file.
Parent/Guardian Signaty

ar

Date
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What part does ability testing play in the screening
ELEMENTARY process?

Grades K-6 e Best practices in matching students to AAP

services includes looking at the whole student.
Universal Ability J

Testing e Ability testing is one of several data points
considered in student portfolios.

e Ability testing is not weighted more than other
items in student portfolios.

Universal testing means that all students take an ability test. Universal screening test is just one part
of a holistic approach to matching students to available AAP services in FCPS.
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ELEMENTARY
Grades K-6

Ability Testing

FCPS offers two ability tests to all students
(universal screener):
e Naglieri Nonverbal Ability Test (NNAT) in Grade 1
e Cognitive Abilities Test (CogAT) in Grade 2

One-time Retest Option
e Parents/Guardians may request the one-time retest

of either the NNAT of CogAT by contacting the
school testing coordinator.

o CogAT Retest Deadline: September 15

o NNAT Retest Deadline: October 15

Email the AART or testing coordinators with

questions about retesting.
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Who to Contact Forms:
E|ementary Schools: All forms for services, parent
questionnaire, and checkoff list for
° . portfolios can be found on the
Advanced Academic Resource ] FCPS AAP website linked here.
Teacher (AART)- Mrs. Laura Chami

lchami@fcps.edu

AAP Office:
® Assistant Principal/School Testing . ioa
Coordinator - Ms. Heather Boyd 571-423-4740

HAboyd@fcps.edu and Ms. Jody * AAP@fcps.edu
Delaney jmdelaney@fcps.edu


https://www.fcps.edu/academics/academic-overview/advanced-academic-programs-aap/advanced-academic-program-aap-forms
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www.fcps.edu



