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Reminders: 
· Students should not be bringing gum and candy to school.  It has recently been an issue that is distracting from learning and making our learning environment messy.
· Make sure your child dresses for the weather.  It is getting to be that time of year when students need warm clothing for outdoor recess.
· Students should be reading each night for at least 30 minutes and using IXL for math at least 20 minutes.  Additionally, they should review their history notes.
Upcoming Events:
· Luther Jackson Trip (for students attending Luther Jackson next year): January 16
· MLK Holiday—No School: January 20
· End of Second Quarter: January 25
· No School: January 27 and 28

What Are We Learning?
Reading:  In reading we have started a unit focusing on reading poetry.  This unit will focus on uncovering the meaning of the poem while examining the choices the poet made while writing it.  Additionally, students will work on identifying, naming, and understanding examples of figurative language.  We will continue to use Level IV AAP resources and text to question text and generate deeper understanding.

Writing: We have finished our college essay writing unit and are moving into investigative journalism.  Students will conduct research and write a news story that contains a headline, keeping in mind the angle of their story and the intended audience.  We will a multiple note-taking formats and graphic organizers including those provided in the Level IV AAP curriculum.

Math:  In January, we’ll complete a unit on graphing in the coordinate plane. This is an important skill as students look forward to Algebra and more advanced math to come. We’ll also begin some Algebra work as we introduce expressions, equations, and inequalities. It’s important that the students are working on these skills on IXL each day at home.
Advanced Math:  We’re continuing the study of linear equations that was started during quarter 1 as our first big unit of 2020 is functions. Students will be looking at tasks that use functions in real-world situations. 
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Science:  In Science, students are in the middle of the science unit “H20: What do you know.”  This is an introduction to some basic chemistry.  Students begin talking about states of matter and end with the structure of an atom and knowledge of the Periodic Table of Elements.  They will re-visit chemistry in 8th grade before the full course in 10th grade.  We will be using the Level IV AAP resource JASON to supplement our learning.
Social Studies:  In Social Studies, we will resume our journey in February with the Revolutionary War.  This unit is generally a favorite of students, as history comes alive through little-known stories and familiar names contributing to the independence movement.  We will be using the Level IV AAP structure of Jacob’s Ladder to analyze a letter from George Washington to his wife Martha, at the beginning of the Revolutionary War.  We will also use the Mini-Q Level IV AAP strategy to explore the colonial soldiers’ misery at Valley Forge during the winter of 1778 and determine which of our students might have left the army for home.


image1.png
Borpy Yoo Yt
2020





