VA Health Care Personnel:

Knowing the Difference Between the

and

The Department of Veterans Affairs anticipates that one or more COVID-19 vaccines may be approved for
use later this year. This document will help you understand the difference between how VA currently
distributes the flu vaccine and how VA will distribute the COVID-19 vaccine once it is available. Please
note: The flu vaccine does not protect against COVID-19 and the COVID-19 vaccine does not protect

against flu.

Flu Vaccine
A
Several types, all are:
e easily stored x

&

e administered as one dose 2

e given via a routine process

¢ Single dose

S
e Administered by injection or nasal ({\3

spray

Generally recommended for

b4

everyone six months and older ,({\:'}
A

VA has enough flu vaccines for all é\x

Veterans and employees i
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Visit the COVID -19 Resource Room to submit your vaccine questions.

COVID-19 Vaccine
A

Possibly many types of COVID-19
vaccines with:
e different schedules

&

.

o different storage needs

e different administration

e Each approved vaccine will have its
own requirements and dosing
N

.,

e Administer by injection

¢ Vaccines most likely to be
authorized first would require two
doses which are 21 or 28 days apart

e Specific priority groups initially

’(;; ¢ Expanded eligibility as more

vaccine is available

e Limited supply initially

’(;; ¢ |In 2021, VA expects to have enough

supply for any Veteran or staff who
wants a COVID-19 vaccine
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https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHT/SP-Directory/COVID-19%20Response%20Team/Lists/RR/Item/newifs.aspx
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHT/SP-Directory/COVID-19%20Response%20Team/Lists/RR/Item/newifs.aspx

Flu Vaccine

Widespread availability through VA,

Community Care and private (g;
hospitals, medical offices and
pharmacies

Standard vaccine storage

N
requirements ,({};}
A
No special procedures required for é\"
the flu vaccine ‘
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COVID-19 Vaccine

e Within VA, only available at VA

5 health care facilities

Ié&

e Unlikely to be offered in the
community until much later in 2021

Vaccines likely to be approved
first would require:

e Storage in -20 and -70°F conditions

(g e Strict time requirements for cold
‘ chain where vaccine must be used
within 7 to 10 days of arrival

¢ Vaccine must be used within six
hours after thawing

In Phase 1 of COVID-19 vaccination,
processes will be needed to:

6,\" ¢ Confirm if a Veteran or VA staff
L member meets eligibility criteria

e Ensure returning Veterans get the
second dose that matches the first
dose of the vaccine

e COVID-19 Resource Room: Use to submit COVID-19 Vaccine questions

e COVID-19 Vaccine SharePoint Site: https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vhacovidvaccine/

e COVID-19 Vaccine Communications Toolkit:

https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vhacovidvaccine/SitePages/Communication-Toolkits.aspx
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Visit the COVID -19 Resource Room to submit your vaccine questions.

\ U.S. Department
of Veterans Affairs



https://login.microsoftonline.com/e95f1b23-abaf-45ee-821d-b7ab251ab3bf/oauth2/authorize?client_id=00000003-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&response_mode=form_post&protectedtoken=true&response_type=code%20id_token&resource=00000003-0000-0ff1-ce00-000000000000&scope=openid&nonce=4DAB00EE84D185B17DB73266A09481F3310671DADD75C68B-76AED2BE3F7DEA559065857385F3FC186D895FB867DAE1A5D9E652B04703161F&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Fdvagov.sharepoint.com%2F_forms%2Fdefault.aspx&claims=%7B%22id_token%22%3A%7B%22xms_cc%22%3A%7B%22values%22%3A%5B%22CP1%22%5D%7D%7D%7D&wsucxt=1&cobrandid=11bd8083-87e0-41b5-bb78-0bc43c8a8e8a&client-request-id=c638859f-9087-b000-87d0-d19c0bf0771e
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vhacovidvaccine/
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/vhacovidvaccine/SitePages/Communication-Toolkits.aspx
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHT/SP-Directory/COVID-19%20Response%20Team/Lists/RR/Item/newifs.aspx
https://dvagov.sharepoint.com/sites/VHAOHT/SP-Directory/COVID-19%20Response%20Team/Lists/RR/Item/newifs.aspx



