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A Veterans 
Administration (VA) 
tax exempt 
education benefit 
paid to students for 
performing VA-
related activities at 
an approved work-
study site. 



All of these must be true:

• You’re enrolled at least 3/4-time in a college 
degree, vocational school, or professional 
program, and

• You can finish the work-study contract while 
you still qualify for education benefits, and

• You’re using an approved VA education 
benefits program to pay for your education or 
training

Am I eligible?
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You’ll need to apply for the work-study 
program by filling out an application for 
work-study allowance (VA Form 22-
8691).
Get VA Form 22-8691 to download

How do I get these benefits?



• VA facilities
• Educational facilities
• State agencies
• Other non-VA facilities

Where can I get a job through the VA 
work-study program?



• A VA regional office
• A VA health care facility like a medical 

or outpatient center
• A VA data processing center
• A VA central office location
• VA cemetery

VA Facilities



• A college, university, or other 
institution of higher learning with 
programs approved for VA benefits

• Facilities that offer non-college degree 
programs

Education Facilities



• A state Veterans agency or 
department

• A state approving agency for VA 
education benefits

State Agencies



Other non-VA facilities

• A Veterans Service Organization 
(VSO)

• A national cemetery or state Veterans 
cemetery

• A Congressional office

Note:  If you use Montgomery GI Bill Selected Reserve benefits, you can also 
work at a location of the Department of Homeland Security, Defense Department, 

or National Guard.



You’ll earn an hourly wage that’s the 
same as the federal minimum wage or 
your state minimum wage, whichever is 
greater. If your school usually pays 
students more for the job you’re doing, 
they may pay you the difference 
between the amount we pay and their 
usual rate.

How much will I earn?



You may choose to get paid in advance 
for 40% of the hours in your work-study 
agreement, or for 50 hours, whichever is 
less. After you’ve worked the hours 
covered by your first payment, we’ll pay 
you each time you finish 50 hours of 
service or every other week, whichever 
comes first.

How will I get paid?



You can work during or between enrollment periods.

You can work up to 30 days before, or up to 30 days 
after your contract approval hours are determined by 
the number of weeks of the qualifying enrollment 
period. The maximum allowable hours would be 25 
times the number of weeks in your enrollment period. 

Note: Approved hours can be reduced based on when 
your application is received by VA. You are not 
permitted to work until your facility has received your 
work-study contract enrollment period. 

. 

Example: If you’re enrolled for a semester that lasts 
for 15 weeks, you can work up to 375 hours for that 
enrollment period.

When and how much can I work?



Work Study Testimonials

Alexandra Signorello and Daniel Moore

Normandale Community College

Keira Myers

Colorado State University



Work Study Testimonials

Patrick Grube



Questions & Answers



Student Resources
Building Your Future With the GI Bill®

This series assist GI 
Bill® students in 
navigating their 

education pathways, 
using benefits and 

finding employment:

Part One: A Guide to Choose Your 
Education Pathway

Part Two: A Guide to Understanding 
Your Benefits

Part Three: A Guide to Navigating your 
Career

Stay up to date on GI Bill® benefits

@GIBillEducation Email

www.benefits.va.gov/gibill https://ask.va.gov/

1‐888‐GIBILL‐1 (1‐888‐442‐
4551). For students outside 
the U.S., call 001‐918‐781‐

5678

Work Study Website


