
Chapter 33 Entitlement (38 CFR 21.9550) 

Individuals eligible under chapter 33 are generally entitled to 36 months of educational 
assistance. Individuals are generally limited to a maximum of 48 months of entitlement 
when using benefits under two or more programs.  

Individuals eligible for benefits under the National Call to Service program and  chapter 
30,  31,  32, 33, 34, 35, or 36 of title 38; or Chapter 107, 1606, or section 903 of title 10; 
or the hostage relief act of 1980; or the omnibus diplomatic security and antiterrorism 
act of 1986 may not receive assistance under two or more such programs concurrently.  

Election 

Students eligible for chapter 30 or 1606, on August 1, 2009, and on their election date, 
must relinquish a benefit to receive chapter 33. Students eligible for more than one 
benefit only have to relinquish one benefit to receive chapter 33.  

Chapter 33 elections are irrevocable. However:  

• Election requests can be withdrawn if the Regional Processing Office receives 
the withdrawal request before either a certificate of eligibility is issued, or a 
payment processed 

• Election requests can be changed if the Regional Processing Office receives 
the change request before either a certificate of eligibility is issued, or a 
payment processed. The student must request the change in writing  

 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ecfr.gov%2Fcurrent%2Ftitle-38%2Fchapter-I%2Fpart-21%2Fsubpart-P%2Fsubject-group-ECFR6f5ff5377583c4f%2Fsection-21.9550&data=05%7C02%7C%7Ca096d26ab89f416e76d308dcc9003de2%7Ce95f1b23abaf45ee821db7ab251ab3bf%7C0%7C0%7C638606250076602241%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=OsnLVgCwojGo5vlbpOw0OcFMF2d%2B0rFNvtNcoFRySxc%3D&reserved=0

