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VA celebrates National Family Caregivers Month

WASHINGTON — The U.S. Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) is commemorating National
Family Caregivers Month this November by honoring the service of 5.5 million family members
and friends who have dedicated their lives to providing much-needed care for chronically ill,
injured or disabled Veterans.

“Caregivers make tremendous sacrifices to address the daily needs of Veterans who served our
nation,” said VA Secretary Robert Wilkie. “These mothers, wives, fathers, husbands and other
loved ones deserve our recognition and support for all they do to care for Veterans.”

Caregivers provide a valuable service to Veterans by assisting them beyond the walls of VA
medical facilities with much-needed support, such as accessing the health care system, providing
emotional and physical support and enabling many injured Veterans to stay in their homes, rather
than living their lives in an institutional setting.

The recent passage of the VA MISSION Act of 2018 will expand eligibility for VA’s Program of
Comprehensive Assistance for Family Caregivers to Veterans of all eras of service — fulfilling
President Trump’s commitment to help Veterans and their families live healthy and fulfilling
lives.

The expansion will occur in two phases, starting with eligible Veterans who incurred or
aggravated a serious injury in the line of duty on or before May 7, 1975, with further expansion
to follow.

Currently, VA is developing an implementation plan for the MISSION Act and encourages all
caregivers and Veterans to learn about the Program of Comprehensive Assistance for Family
Caregivers, as well as the many additional resources already available to all caregivers by
visiting http://www.careqgiver.va.gov or by calling the Caregiver Support Line toll free at 855-
260-3274.
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