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Greetings from the WIPA National Training and Data Center at Virginia Commonwealth University!
We are pleased to announce that registration is now open for the following training:

Introduction to Social Security Disability Benefits, Work Incentives, and Employment Support Programs

Dates:        		May 10 - 21, 2021

Format: 		Web Course

Trainer: 		Gail Falk

Description:

In this web course, we introduce Social Security disability benefits and associated work incentives, as well as an overview of the field of work incentives planning.
During this training, you will learn about:  
· The Social Security disability benefits and associated healthcare programs (Medicare and Medicaid);
· The impact of employment on Social Security disability benefits and associated healthcare programs;
· How Social Security applies work incentives to ease the transition from dependence on public benefits to greater financial independence;
· The importance of work incentives planning and assistance in promoting employment and enhancing financial stability for Social Security disability beneficiaries; and
· The mission and goals of the WIPA program, the WIPA service model and beneficiary priorities, and strategies for working collaboratively with local WIPA projects. 
Course Details:
· Each of the six subject lessons will require that you access a recorded video presentation or an alternative format.  Most of the presentations are approximately one hour in length. 
· Each lesson will also include other supplemental materials to review. 
· There will be a short assessment at the end of each lesson that contains multiple-choice questions.  
· We will also provide a discussion board monitored by the course facilitator for asking questions about the course content.
· There is no set date or time you have to log into the web course.  It is largely self-directed and self-paced, but you must complete all required coursework by the last day of the course.
· We will issue a certificate of completion to course participants who complete the course requirements. The certificate will be accessible through participant myNTC accounts once the course ends.  
· We do not offer CCCs to certified CWICs and CPWICs for this course.
· We do offer CRC and CEU credits for this course.
Completing this online course does not result in certification as a Work Incentives Planning and Assistance Community Work Incentives Coordinator (CWIC), or certification as a Community Partner Work Incentives Counselor (CPWIC).  This online course provides a foundation for future training, and does not offer the type of training necessary to accurately and effectively counsel beneficiaries. The certificate earned for this course demonstrates completion of this training opportunity only.
Introductory Web Course is a Requirement for the CWIC and Community Partner Initial Training
Successful completion of this Introductory Web Course is required for all community partners to register for and participate in the CWIC and Community Partner initial training and certification.  
The CWIC and Community Partner initial training and certification is designed solely for professionals who deliver individualized work incentives counseling services to disability beneficiaries on a regular basis.  Establishing the Introductory Web Course as a prerequisite is intended to help community partners understand what comprehensive, individualized work incentives counseling entails, and to make an informed decision about whether to pursue the initial training and certification.
Important Note for WIPA Projects:  This requirement does not apply to staff and subcontractors of a WIPA project who will provide WIPA services.  The requirement, however, does apply to other staff of a WIPA agency who do not provide WIPA funded services.
Please visit our website to learn more about the Introductory Web Course and to access the calendar of upcoming courses (https://vcu-ntdc.org/training/introductory/introcal.cfm).
Registration Information
Who should register for this training event?
This is an introductory level course designed to meet the training needs of individuals who want a better understanding of Social Security disability benefits and the basics related to how work affects these benefits. This is not a substitute for CWIC or CPWIC certification.  
The target audience includes several distinct groups, all of whom play an important role in supporting beneficiaries who wish to pursue employment:
· Community partners who provide return-to-work services including staff of ENs, state VR agencies, American Job Centers and other employment service providers;
· Agency staff who have regular contact with beneficiaries and are in a position to encourage work and financial stability planning and outcomes, including staff from state and local Intellectual/Developmental Disabilities agencies, Mental Health and Substance Abuse agencies, Centers for Independent Living, State Protection and Advocacy, Public School systems, and the Department of Veterans Affairs, among others;
· Community partners who want to pursue the CWIC and Community Partner Work Incentives Counselor Initial Training and certification;
· WIPA/POD project staff that do not require certification, including administrative or other staff; and
· WIPA/POD project staff that plan to pursue CWIC certification, and would like to come to the initial training with a basic knowledge of the topics to be covered, and of their job requirements.
How do I register?
You must have a myNTC user account to register.  If you do not yet have a myNTC account, please create one on the myNTC webpage.
Once you receive your myNTC login information via the email address you provided, log into your myNTC account, go to the Training Registrations section on the myNTC Welcome page, select the Introductory Web Course tab, and then select the Register Online link for the training you would like to attend.  Follow the instructions to complete your registration request.
Registration will remain open through April 23, 2021. We will email you additional course details once registration closes.
If you have any questions regarding this web course, please contact Julie Schall at jaschall@vcu.edu or 804-827-0741. 
We look forward to your participation! 
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