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Headlines

The Employment and Training Administration Issues Advisory Notice on Receiving Ticket to Work Payments as an Employment Network.  The Employment and Training Administration released Training and Employment Notice (TEN) TEN 14-12, to announce a streamlined process for American Job Centers, state workforce agencies, and workforce investment boards to become Employment Networks under the Social Security Administration’s Ticket to Work and Self Sufficiency program.  To view the TEN, visit:  http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?DOCN=4512.  

The Employment and Training Administration Issues Advisory Notice on Defining a Quality Pre-Apprenticeship Program and Related Tools and Resources.  The Employment and Training Administration released Training and Employment Notice (TEN) TEN 13-12, to  inform the public workforce system about the pre-apprenticeship program definition and quality framework, as well as promote tools and materials to improve the consistency and quality of pre-apprenticeship programs. To view the TEN, visit:  http://wdr.doleta.gov/directives/corr_doc.cfm?docn=5842.  

Secretary of State Hillary Clinton Launches the Startup Youth Initiative.  In support of the Administration’s ongoing commitment to foster innovation and global entrepreneurship, the Secretary launched the Office of Global Youth Issues’ Startup Youth Initiative via a video message during the Global Entrepreneurship Summit in Dubai, United Arab Emirates.  Startup Youth will provide entrepreneurship programs and events in conjunction with the private sector to facilitate opportunities for young entrepreneurs to actualize their ideas, helping promote individual prosperity, job creation and economic growth in communities worldwide.  For updates on the Startup Youth Initiative, follow online at:   http://blogs.technet.com/b/microsoftupblog/archive/2012/12/12/startup-youth-initiative.aspx and on Twitter: @zeenat, hash tags #startup_youth and #GlobalYouth.  For more information on the Office of Global Youth Issues, visit:  http://www.state.gov/j/gyi/index.htm or https://www.facebook.com/GlobalYouthIssues.  
Venture Philanthropy Partners and Urban Alliance Partner to Bring Career Skills to Low Income High School Students in National Capital Region.  Venture Philanthropy Partners and Urban Alliance announced a partnership that will enable hundreds of low income students across the National Capital Region to obtain marketable career skills. VPP will make an investment of $2.8 million over four years in Urban Alliance, a Washington D.C.-based nonprofit that places local high school students into internships with local employers and the federal government, providing them with valuable workforce training while supporting them in the transition to college and other post-secondary options.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://www.vppartners.org/portfolio/youthconnect.
Funding announcements

Environmental Protection Agency Awards Almost $700,000 to Student Teams in Sustainable Technology Competition.  The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) awarded grants to 45 college teams in phase I of its People, Prosperity and the Planet (P3) annual student design competition. Each grant, totaling up to $15,000 per team, for an overall amount of $675,000, is applied toward designing and developing sustainable technologies to help protect people’s health and the environment while promoting economic development. The 9th Annual National Sustainable Design Expo featuring EPA’s P3 competition is scheduled for April 20-21, 2013, on the National Mall in Washington, D.C. The expo is open to the public and will display the 2012 P3 teams’ designs.  To obtain additional information and the P3 2012 recipients, visit:  http://www.epa.gov/p3/2012recipients.
Opportunities for Youth, Young Adults, and Teachers 

Heinz Endowments Invites Applications for its Summer Youth Philanthropy Internship Program. The Heinz Endowments is accepting applications for its Summer Youth Philanthropy Internship Program.  The internship program is designed to provide youth with an opportunity to improve their communities by developing and implementing a youth philanthropy project.  The interns will research issues affecting youth and their communities, identify service priorities, develop funding guidelines, and solicit proposals for addressing that issue.  They then will award charitable grants to the best applicants, and each team will award a total of $25,000 in grants. In addition, students will work with partner organizations to develop media projects related to their grantmaking, including radio, animation, video, and photography.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://www.heinz.org/about_news_detail.aspx?CrisisID=45.  Deadline:  February 4, 2013.
The Siemens Foundation Announces Fifth Annual Siemens We Can Change the World Challenge Opening.  The Siemens Foundation is accepting applications for its  We Can Change the World Challenge program.  The program is designed to provide project-based learning, which allows students to learn about science and conservation while creating solutions that impact their planet. Teams of students in grades K-12 and their adult advisors (who must be full- or part-time school employees) will be challenged to create sustainable, reproducible environmental improvements in their local communities. Student and teacher/mentor prizes, which vary according to grade level, include scholarships, savings bonds, school grants, adventure trips, school assemblies, and more. Grant award prizes total more than $300,000.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://www.wecanchange.com/.  Deadline:  March 5, 2013. 

Publications
Defending Childhood Protect Heal Thrive.  The U.S. Department of Justice’s 
Attorney General’s National Task Force on Children Exposed to Violence has released a final report which includes 56 recommendations and highlights the importance of identifying children who are victims or witnesses of violence and providing support and services to help them heal. It focuses on developing programs to help children access supportive and non-violent relationships with trusted adults in their homes and communities. The task force also calls for all children who enter the juvenile justice system to be screened for exposure to violence.  To view the full report, visit: 
http://www.justice.gov/defendingchildhood/cev-rpt-full.pdf.
Youth and Work: Restoring Teen and Young Adult Connections to Opportunity.  The Annie E. Casey Foundation has released a Kids Count Report on Disconnected Youth which finds that nearly 6.5 million U.S. teens and young adults are neither in school nor in the workforce. With employment among young people at its lowest levels since the 1950s, these youth are veering toward chronic unemployment as adults and failing to gain the skills employers need in the 21st century. In addition to new national and state data on the issue, the report offers recommendations to support youth in gaining a stronger foothold in the economy.  To view the report, visit: http://www.aecf.org/KnowledgeCenter/Publications.aspx?pubguid=%7b3213DA55-8216-4065-B408-D7A521CDD990%7d. 

Helping to Ensure Equal Access to Education.  The Department of Education’s Office for Civil Rights released a report, which describes its progress and activity over the last four years on civil rights enforcement and educational equity.   To view the report, visit:  
http://www2.ed.gov/about/reports/annual/ocr/report-to-president-2009-12.pdf.
Program resources

On December 12, the National Association of Workforce Boards held a webinar entitled:  Big Changes are Coming to the GED Testing Program – Are You Ready? The Webinar featured information on efforts to improve the GED testing experience and to help more adults become career and college ready.  GED Testing Services is releasing a new GED test in 2014 and that test will be offered only on computer.  More than 32 states are already offering the current GED test on computer to prepare for 2014.  The Webinar discusses the changes to the GED test and testing system and how this will impact adult learners.  To view and listen to the archived webinar, visit: http://www.nawb.org/webinar_ged_testing.asp.
Calendar of Events

January 15-17, 2013.  Garden Grove, CA.  California Workforce Association’s Annual Youth Employment Conference 2013.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.calworkforce.org/conferences/youth-conferences-2013.

January 24-25, 2013.  Washington, DC.  National Mentoring Partnership 2013 National Mentoring Summit.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.mentoring.org/summit_2013.

March 13-15, 2013.  Denver, CO.  National Youth Leadership Council 24th Annual National Service-Learning Conference.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.nylc.org/national-service-learning-conference.

 

June 19-21, 2013.  Washington, DC.  National Conference on Volunteering & Service  2013 Conference “UNITE.”  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.volunteeringandservice.org/2013-conference.cfm.

NOTICE:

The Employment and Training Administration is interested in hearing about new and innovative approaches which bring employers, educators and workforce systems professionals together to serve our communities’ youth.  If you would like 
to share projects or programs in your area, please e-mail your information to the Division of Youth Services at youth.services@dol.gov.

Thank you.
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Youth Resource Connections (YRC).  The Department of Labor (DOL), Employment and Training Administration (ETA) does not take responsibility for non endorsed DOL/ETA resources included in the YRC. 





We welcome your input.  Please let us know how these updates might be improved to better serve your needs.  If you have comments contact the: Division of Youth Services at (202) 693-3030 or e-mail �HYPERLINK "mailto:youth.services@dol.gov"�youth.services@dol.gov� . 





Subscribe/Unsubscribe to Youth Resource Connections: �HYPERLINK "http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services"�http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services�.  Click on the “Subscribe to E-mail Updates” button to complete subscription.
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