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Headlines

The Employment and Training Administration’s WIA Youth Program Hosts Live Chat on Credentials.  The Employment and Training Administration’s (ETA’s) Division of Youth Services hosted a Live Chat entitled “The NEW Credentials for Youth Tool” on Thursday, November 15th.  The Live Chat allowed youth practitioners a venue to discuss how to help youth attain occupational credentials, how programs can be structured, and what the essential program elements are to help youth attain occupational credentials and move into employment.  Expert panelist from three local areas included:  Lisa Salazar from the City of Los Angeles, Bill Miller from YouthWorks Indy in Indianapolis, Indiana, and Tammy Miller from Prevention PLUS Inc. in Clayton County, Georgia.  ETA’s credential lead, Pam Frugoli, was also on hand to help answer questions.  To view a transcript of the Live Chat and participate in future chats, visit the Youth Connections Community of Practice at: 

https://youth.workforce3one.org/. 
Disability.gov Lunches ‘What’s Your Connection?’ Campaign to Emphasize Disability as a Universal Link, Encourage Inclusion in all Aspects of Life.  The Disability.gov website has launched "What's Your Connection?" to commemorate the site's 10th anniversary. The initiative emphasizes that disability is a natural part of the human experience and focuses on the integral role people with disabilities play in American society. People nationwide can participate in the campaign by submitting a captioned photograph or video that answers the question "What's your connection to disability?" To obtain additional information, including rules and requirements, visit:  https://www.disability.gov/home/newsroom/what%27s_your_connection. Deadline:  July 31, 2013.  

Education Department Announces Highest-Rated Applications for Investing in Innovation 2012 Competition. The U.S. Department of Education announced results for the third round of the Investing in Innovation (i3) competition, which will award the 20 highest-rated applications more than $140 million to expand innovative practices designed to improve student achievement.  Applicants for the 2012 i3 competition submitted proposals focused on one of six priorities: supporting effective teachers or principals; promoting science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM) education; supporting the implementation of high academic content standards and high-quality assessments (Scale-up and Validation competitions only); increasing parent and family engagement (Development competition only); turning around persistently low-performing schools; and increasing student achievement and high school graduation rates in rural schools. Competitive preference also was given to applications focused on other key reform areas: improving early learning outcomes, increasing college access and success, addressing the unique needs of students with disabilities and limited English proficient students, improving productivity, or using technology.  More information about the i3 program can be found on the i3 website: http://www2.ed.gov/programs/innovation/index.html.  To view the press release, visit:  http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/education-department-announces-highest-rated-applications-investing-innovation-2.

U.S. Department of Education Taps Online Learning Startup Knewton for At-Risk Youth Programs.  The U.S. Department of Education has announced that it will partner with online learning startup Knewton and publisher Houghton Mifflin Harcourt for a program aimed at helping millions of at-risk youth transition to traditional schools and prepare for the workforce. Over the past few years, education technology startup Knewton has helped mostly college students improve their skills across a range of subjects with its digital learning program that adapts in real-time to students’ performance and activity on the system.  Now, the Department of Education is looking to Knewton to help replicate its success among the country’s at-risk youth.  To view the press release, visit: http://gigaom.com/2012/11/19/dept-of-ed-taps-online-learning-startup-knewton-for-at-risk-youth-program/.
New Grants Help Museums and Libraries Connect Youth with Friends, Learning, and Mentors to Link their Passions to Future Success.  The Institute of Museum and Library Services (IMLS) and the John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Foundation announced the second round of winners of a national competition to design 21st century Learning Labs in museums and libraries around the country.  The 12 winners—five museums and seven libraries—will receive a total of $1.2 million in grants to plan and design the labs. Inspired by YOUmedia, a teen space at the Chicago Public Library, and innovations in science and technology centers, these labs will help young people move beyond consuming content to making and creating it.  Each Learning Lab will be designed to facilitate a research-based education model known as connected learning – one that promotes discovery, creativity, critical thinking and real-world learning through activities and experiences that bring together academics and young people’s interests, often facilitated by digital and traditional media.  The labs will connect teens to mentors and peers, as well as anytime, anywhere access to information through online social networks, so they can pursue their interests more deeply and connect these new skills to academics, career, and  civic engagement.  The new Learning Labs are planned for: Dallas, TX; Madison, WI; Rochester, NY; Oakland, CA; Billings, MT; Poughkeepsie, NY; Tucson, AZ; Richmond, VA; Tuscaloosa, AL; Pittsburgh, PA; Lynn, MA; and Las Vegas, NV. To learn more about the Learning Labs Project, visit: http://www.imls.gov/ or http://www.youmedia.org/.  To view the press release, visit: http://www.imls.gov/new_grants_help_museums_and_libraries_connect_youth_with_friends_learning_and_mentors_to_link_their_passions_to_future_success.aspx.
Funding opportunities

Nearly $1 Million Now Available to Support Partnerships Offering Education and Workforce Training for Incarcerated Individuals Exiting Prisons. The U.S. Department of Education announced a new, nearly $1 million grant fund titled, “Promoting Reentry Success through Continuity of Educational Opportunities” (PRSCEO), that will invest in innovative programs preparing incarcerated individuals to successfully reenter society with the support of education and workforce training.  Eligible applicants include adult education providers partnering to connect education in state correctional facilities with local communities.  The Department anticipates awarding 2 to 4 grants ranging from $200,000 to $400,000.  To view the press release, visit:  http://www.ed.gov/news/press-releases/nearly-1-million-now-available-support-partnerships-offering-education-and-workf.  Deadline:  December 26, 2012.

Opportunities for Youth, Young Adults, and Teachers 
Starbucks Foundation Offers Support for Young Social Entrepreneurs.  The Starbucks Foundation, is accepting applications for its Starbucks Shared Planet Youth Action Grants program.  The program is designed to help young people realize their natural potential to reinvent their local communities. Organizations are required to provide young people (ages 6 to 24) with a continuum of service opportunities in social entrepreneurship.  Eligible applicants must be tax-exempt, 501(c)(3) nonprofit organizations.  Applicants outside the United States must be charitable in purpose and identified as nongovernmental organizations or the equivalent of a tax-exempt nonprofit organization.  Grants will range from $10,000 to $25,000. To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://foundationcenter.org/pnd/rfp/rfp_item.jhtml?id=275400038.  Deadline:  December 15.  
Lexus and Scholastic Launch Sixth Annual Environmental Contest for Middle and High School Students.   Lexus and Scholastic are accepting applications for its Lexus Eco Challenge program.  This educational program and contest is designed to inspire and empower middle and high school students in the United States to learn about the environment and take action to improve it.  Students in grades 6-12 who are either registered and home-schooled or enrolled in a public or accredited private school, and who are legal residents of the U.S. are eligible to apply.  Teams of students can enter if they are part of an afterschool science or environmental club, but the challenge is not open to clubs outside of school.  Middle and high school teams comprised of five to ten students and a teacher-advisor are invited to participate in one or both of the two initial challenges, each addressing different environmental elements — land/water and air/climate.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit: http://lexus.scholastic.com/.  Deadline:  December 17.

Thiel Fellowship Program Invites Applications From Young Entrepreneurs.  The Thiel Foundation is accepting applications for its Thiel Fellowship program.  The program provides two-year grants of $100,000 to twenty people under 20 years of age so that they can leave the classroom and pursue innovation.   During the two-year fellowship, the Thiel Foundation and its network of mentors provide guidance and support to help fellows build their scientific, technical, and entrepreneurial ideas. While fellows are expected to work on their innovative ideas full-time, they determine their specific paths; this might mean starting a company but could also mean doing freelance work, developing a social movement, interning at another company, or pursuing research and development independently.  Eligible, applicants must have been born after December 31, 1992.  Candidates from around the world are encouraged to apply.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit: http://www.thielfellowship.org/.  Deadline:  December 31.
Alliance for Young Artists and Writers Invites Entries For Scholastic Art and Writing Awards.  The Alliance for Young Artists and Writers is accepting applications for its Scholastic Art & Writing Awards.  The awards are designed to recognize talented teen artists and writers in the United States and Canada.  Creative teens are invited to submit work in twenty-eight categories of art and writing, including film and animation, video game design, sculpture, photography, fashion design, poetry, journalism, humor, dramatic script, and science fiction.  Eligible, students must be in grades 7-12 in a public, private, parochial, home-school, or out of school program in the U.S. or Canada, or in an American school abroad.  Fifteen graduating high school seniors will be awarded with Portfolio Gold Medals, which include a $10,000 scholarship.  Additional scholarships are made available to Portfolio Silver Medalists and through sponsored awards and stipends to summer arts programs.  High school senior award winners will also be eligible for nearly $4 million in scholarships through a network of more than sixty colleges and universities.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://www.artandwriting.org/.  Deadline:  January 15, 2012.
Arch Coal Foundation Invites Nominations for Teacher Recognition Program.  The Arch Coal Foundation is accepting applications for its annual Teacher Achievement Awards program.  The awards are designed to recognize outstanding full-time K-12 teachers in West Virginia, Wyoming and four counties in Utah (Carbon, Emery, Sanpete, and Sevier).  Nominees must be active, full-time teachers with at least three years of experience.   Eligible teachers include vocational, special education, and Title I.  Twenty-seven recipients will be awarded a $3,500 personal cash award as well as widespread recognition.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit: http://www.archcoal.com/community/teacherawards.aspx. Deadline:  January 7, 2013.
Captain Planet Foundation Offers Grants for Educational Programs.  The Captain Planet Foundation is accepting applications from organizations to support high-quality educational programs.  The programs will enable children and youth to understand and appreciate the world through learning experiences that engage them in active, hands-on community service projects to improve the environment in their schools and communities.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:   http://captainplanetfoundation.org/apply-for-grants/.   Deadline: February 28.
Sodexo Foundation and Youth Service America Invites Applications for Children's Hunger Service-Learning Grants.  Sodexo Foundation and Youth Service America 
are accepting applications for the Sodexo Youth Grant program.  The grants are designed to support youth-led service projects that bring together young people, families, Sodexo employees and other community members to address childhood hunger.  U.S. young people, ages 5-25, are eligible to apply.  Projects will take place on or around Global Youth Service Day, April 26-28, 2013.  To obtain additional information and an application, visit:  http://www.ysa.org/grants/sodexoyouth.  Deadline: January 31.
Publications
Record Shares of Young Adults Have Finished Both High School and College.  The Pew Research Center released this report which analyzes record shares of young adults who are completing high school, going to college, and finishing college, according to a Pew Research Center analysis of newly available census data.  In 2012, for the first time ever, one-third of the nation's 25- to 29-year-olds have completed at least a bachelor's degree. These across-the-board increases have occurred during dramatic immigration-driven changes in the racial and ethnic composition of college-age young adults, a trend that had led some experts to expect a decline in educational attainment.  College completion is now at record levels among key demographic groups: men and women; blacks, whites and Hispanics; and foreign-born and native-born Americans.  Also, a record share of the nation's young adults ages 25 to 29 (90%) has finished at least a high school education.  And another record share-63%-has completed at least some college.  To view the report, visit:   To view the report, visit:  http://www.pewsocialtrends.org/files/2012/11/educ_attain_report_FNL.pdf.
Hawai‘i Career Ready Study 2012 Update.  Storyline Consulting prepared this study which illustrates how the Hawai‘i State Department of Education's (HIDOE) new K-12 Common Core State Standards align with Hawai‘i employers' expectations for high quality employees.  The study also maps the HIDOE's "General Learner Outcomes" goals to specific habits, attitudes, and skills sought after by employees.  Lastly, the report updates qualitative and quantitative information about employer needs in today's more constricted economy.  To view the study, visit:  http://www.p20hawaii.org/sites/default/files/Hawaii_Career_Ready_Study_2012_FINAL_PDFv2.pdf.

Program resources

On November 14, the Employment and Training Administration hosted a Webinar entitled:  Using BLS and Census Disability Statistics for Employment and Training Decisions.  This Webinar:  1) explained the importance of U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics (BLS) and Census Bureau disability workforce statistics for enhancing employment and training programs; 2) highlighted the findings from the latest disability studies and explain any differences among them; 3) provided tips on how users can get the disability data from the four main sources; and 4) described the new disability definitions. To view and listen to the archived webinar, visit:  https://www.workforce3one.org/view/5001228246807294558/info.
On December 6, the Center for Studying Disability Policy will host a webinar entitled:  Social Security Administration's Disability Programs: New Findings on the Dynamics of Employment and Health.  This Webinar will present new findings on the extent to which these 14 million non-elderly adults who received Social Security Disability (SSD) or Supplemental Security Income (SSI) benefits in September 2012, leave the rolls, and remain off, because they found work or recovered from a medical condition.  To obtain additional information and register for the webinar, visit:  http://www.disabilitypolicyresearch.org/Forums.asp.  
Calendar of Events

January 15-17, 2013.  Garden Grove, CA.  California Workforce Association’s Annual Youth Employment Conference 2013.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.calworkforce.org/conferences/youth-conferences-2013.

March 13-15, 2013.  Denver, CO.  National Youth Leadership Council 24th Annual National Service-Learning Conference.  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.nylc.org/national-service-learning-conference.

 

June 19-21, 2013.  Washington, DC.  National Conference on Volunteering & Service  2013 Conference “UNITE.”  To obtain additional information, visit:  http://www.volunteeringandservice.org/2013-conference.cfm.

NOTICE:

The Employment and Training Administration is interested in hearing about new and innovative approaches which bring employers, educators and workforce systems professionals together to serve our communities’ youth.  If you would like 
to share projects or programs in your area, please e-mail your information to the Division of Youth Services at youth.services@dol.gov.

Thank you.
 
		


Youth Resource Connections


U.S. Department of Labor, Division of Youth Services 


200 Constitution Avenue, NW, Washington, DC 20210 (202) 693-3036, http://www.doleta.gov/youth_services/








Youth Resource Connections (YRC).  The Department of Labor (DOL), Employment and Training Administration (ETA) does not take responsibility for non endorsed DOL/ETA resources included in the YRC. 





We welcome your input.  Please let us know how these updates might be improved to better serve your needs.  If you have comments contact the: Division of Youth Services at (202) 693-3030 or e-mail �HYPERLINK "mailto:youth.services@dol.gov"�youth.services@dol.gov� . 
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