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Cultural Property, Art and Antiquities
Investigations and Repatriations

Investigating the looting or theft of cultural patrimony and art, and returning the recovered objects to their countries of origin are an important part of ICE's diverse mission. The objects pictured here were recovered by ICE’s Homeland Security Investigations (HSI) New York special agents and are being repatriated to India, their country of origin.

[bookmark: _GoBack]These three stone sculptures, looted from India, and were seized by HSI special agents and forfeited pursuant to the National Stolen Property Act and U.S. smuggling violations of law. 
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Vishnu and Parvati
Vishnu and Lakshmi

Description of sandstone sculptures:
The “Vishnu and Lakshmi” sandstone sculpture is 35 ½” tall x 23” wide x 10” deep, weighs approximately 350 pounds, and was stolen from the Gadgach Temple located in Atru, Rajasthan, India.  It is believed to date back to the 11th or early 12th century, from the Chandela Period. From the ninth century to the 13th century, the Chandelas ruled over central India. It was listed as #6 on Interpol’s Top 10 Most Wanted Works of Art.

The “Vishnu and Parvati” sandstone sculpture is 54” tall x 32” wide x 7” deep, weighs approximately 600 pounds, and was also stolen from the Gadgach Temple.  It is believed to date back to the 11th or early 12th century, from the Chandela Period.
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Gadgach Temple Atru, Rajasthan, India



[image: ]The male deity black sandstone sculpture is 24 ½” tall x 2” wide and depicts a Bodhisattva (a popular subject in Buddhist art) and is believed to date back to the 11th or early 12th century from either the Indian State of Bihar or Bengal.   










Bodhisattva figure
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