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National Current Operations / Monitoring

National Watch Center

New Significant Incidents / Ongoing Operations:

▪ Hurricane Nolo (CAT-4) – Central Pacific – FINAL

▪ Nor’easter – Mid-Atlantic to Northeast – FINAL

Hazard Monitoring:

▪ Excessive Rainfall / Flash Flooding – Four Corners Region, 

Northern Plains

▪ Tropical Activity: 

o Atlantic: 

• Tropical Depression Fay

• Disturbance 1 (AL91): High (80%)

o Eastern and Central Pacific: 

• Hurricane Nolo (CAT-4)

• Hurricane Polo (CAT-3)

Event Monitoring:

▪ No new significant events

Disaster Declaration Activity:

▪ No new declaration activity

• Tropical Storm Rachel

• Disturbance 1: High (90%)



Tropical Outlook 
Atlantic Eastern and Central PacificWestern Pacific
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Tropical Depression Fay: (Advisory #33, as of 5:00 a.m. ET)

▪ See next slide

Disturbance 1 (AL91): (as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located well ENE of Bermuda

▪ While environmental conditions are currently only 

marginally favorable, this system is now likely to 

become a tropical depression or storm over the next 

day or two as it turns ESE and slows down over the 

central subtropical Atlantic

▪ Formation chance – 48-hour: High (70%); 7-day: High 

(80%)

▪ Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to threaten 

U.S. territories.
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Hurricane Nolo (CAT-4): (Advisory #31A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ See next slide

Hurricane Polo (CAT-3): (Advisory #31A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ See next slide

Tropical Storm Rachel: (Advisory #5A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ See next slide

Disturbance 1: (as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located well ESE of the Hawaiian Islands

▪ Conditions are conducive for gradual development; a tropical 

depression is expected to form today or tomorrow

▪ Formation chance – 48-hour: High (70%); 7-day: High (90%)
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Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to 

threaten U.S. territories.

Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to 

threaten U.S. territories.
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Tropical cyclone activity is not expected to 

threaten U.S. territories. 1

(90%)



Hurricane Nolo (CAT-4) – Central Pacific
Situation: (Advisory #31A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 405 miles SW of Honolulu, Hawaii

▪ Maximum sustained winds of 155 mph

▪ Moving WNW at 12 mph

▪ Hurricane-force winds extend up to 35 miles from center; 

tropical-storm-force winds extend up to 150 miles from center

▪ Some additional strengthening is expected, and Nolo could 

become a category 5 hurricane later today

▪ A gradual weakening trend is likely to begin tonight
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Hurricane Polo (CAT-3) – Eastern Pacific
Situation: (Advisory #31A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 110 miles SW of Cabo San Lazaro, Mexico

▪ Moving NNE at 10 mph

▪ Maximum sustained winds of 115 mph

▪Hurricane-force winds extend up to 40 miles from 

center; tropical-storm-force winds extend up to 105 

miles from center

▪ Polo is forecast to be near major hurricane strength 

when it reaches Baja California Sur later today, and is 

anticipated to be a hurricane when it makes landfall in 

mainland Mexico late tonight or early Tuesday morning
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Tropical Storm Rachel – Eastern Pacific
Situation: (Advisory #5A, as of 8:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 250 miles SSW of Acapulco, Mexico

▪ Moving WNW at 8 mph

▪ Maximum sustained winds 45 mph

▪ Tropical-storm-force winds extend outward up to 140 miles from 

the center

▪ Gradual strengthening is expected during the next few days, and 

Rachel is forecast to become a hurricane by mid-week
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For Hurricanes put category 
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National Watch Center

GUAM



Tropical Depression Fay – Atlantic
Situation: (Advisory #33, as of 5:00 a.m. ET)

▪ Located 1,210 miles WSW of the Azores

▪ Moving SSW at 7 mph

▪ Maximum sustained winds 35 mph

▪ Little change in strength is forecast over the next several days
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Hurricane Nolo (CAT-4) – Central Pacific – FINAL
Situation: Hurricane Nolo continues to produce strong, gusty winds and large, damaging surf across Hawaii. The threat of heavy rainfall and flooding is diminishing as the storm moves away from the Hawaiian 

Islands. All hurricane and tropical storm watches and advisories for the Hawaiian Islands have been canceled. Hawaii Emergency Management Agency reported minimal impacts across Hawaii and Maui Counties, 

with no requests for federal assistance at this time. Critical infrastructure systems are operating at pre-incident conditions. Wind-related power outages are increasing in some areas. Local utility providers are 

conducting damage assessments and restoration operations; no assistance has been requested. 
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NWC will continue to monitor in coordination with FEMA Region 9. Barring any 

significant developments, this will be the final report.

HI

Lifeline Impacts: (FEMA Region 9 SLB #4, as of 11:00 p.m. ET, Sep 27)

Food, Hydration, Shelter: 2 Red Cross shelters open statewide / 5 occupants (ARC, as of 6:50 a.m. ET, Sep 27)

▪ Hawaii County: 0 (-3) shelters open / 0 (-8) occupants

▪ Maui County: 1 (-1) shelter open / 3 (-80) occupants

▪ Honolulu County: 1 shelter open / 2 occupants

Transportation: Travel restrictions lifted for Hawaii and Maui Counties

▪ All ports have re-opened (USCG, as of 4:30 p.m. ET, Sep 27)

▪ All airports are open

▪ Select Hawaii and Maui County roads are closed

State / Local Response: 

▪ Hawaii SEOC at Full Activation (Tropical Activity) 

▪ FEMA-3654-EM-HI approved Sep 25

FEMA / Federal Response: (FEMA Region 9 SLB #4, as of 11:00 p.m. ET, Sep 27)

FEMA Region 9:

▪ RWC at Enhanced Watch (TC Nolo); RRCC at Steady State

▪ R-IMAT 1 Deployed to HI (DR 4909/4936/EM 3652/TC Nolo); R-IMAT 2 Deployed to CNMI (DR-4910/EM-3647)

▪ FIT LNOs Deployed to HIEMA, Hawaii and Maui Counties

▪ Defense Coordinating Element (DEC) Pacific Deployed to HI

HQ: 

▪ NWC is Monitoring; will be at Enhanced Watch (TC Nolo/Southwest Flooding) (in person, 8:00 a.m.-5:00 p.m. ET)

▪ N-IMAT Red demobilizing

▪ Logistics: SMT Tracy Deployed to DC Tracy, CA; SMT Hawaii and ISB Alpha Deployed to DC Hawaii, HI

▪ DEC: Bothell MERS Deployed to Honolulu, HI

▪ US&R: FEMA Urban Search and Rescue teams and federal Emergency Support Function partners are demobilizing as of 

Sep 28



Nor’easter – Mid-Atlantic to Northeast – FINAL 

Situation: A strong Nor'easter along the Mid-Atlantic and Northeast coast brought coastal flooding, rip currents, strong wind gusts, and heavy rain to the region this weekend. Threats within the region 

have diminished, as conditions gradually ease. All needs were met by local and state responders. Minimal impacts to lifelines occurred throughout the duration of the weather event. Federal resources 

remain in place to assist with damage assessments and recovery efforts.
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NWC will continue to monitor in coordination with FEMA Regions 1, 2, and 3. 

Barring any significant developments, this will be the final report.

Lifeline Impacts: (FEMA NRCC SLB, as of 5:32 p.m. ET, Sep 27)

Safety & Security: State staging rescue vehicles and conducting swift water 

rescues

FEMA Region 2:

▪ NJ: Requests for high water rescue vehicles in Hudson and Cape May counties

▪ NY: Office of Prevention Control staging high axle vehicles and swift water 

rescue teams

Energy: Minimal power outages throughout the affected regions (DOE Eagle-I, as of 

5:00 a.m. ET, Sep 28)

Transportation: Storm related transportation impacts persist

FEMA Region 1: Multi-modal transportation disruptions ongoing in MA and CT

FEMA Region 2:

▪ Multiple road closures due to flooding and downed trees in NJ and NY

▪ Mass transit impacts persist due to weather related issues in NJ and NY

State / Local Response:

FEMA Region 1: RI SEOC is Monitoring (Nor’easter); CT SEOC at Normal 

Operations

FEMA Region 2:

▪ NJ SEOC is Monitoring (Nor’easter); Governor declared a State of Emergency on 

Sep 25

▪ NY SEOC is Monitoring (Severe Weather); Governor declared a State of 

Emergency on Sep 25

FEMA Region 3: 

▪ DE SEOC is Monitoring (Nor’easter)

▪ MD SEOC at Normal Operations

▪ VA SEOC is Monitoring (Drought)

FEMA / Federal Response:

FEMA Region 1: RWC is Monitoring; 

RRCC is Activated (Nor’easter); R-IMAT is 

Available; FIT LNO deployed to CT SEOC

FEMA Region 2: RWC is Monitoring; 

RRCC is Activated (Nor’easter); R-IMAT is 

Available

FEMA Region 3: RWC is Monitoring; 

RRCC is at Steady State; R-IMAT is 

Available

HQ: NWC is at Enhanced Watch (TC 

Nolo/Nor’easter) (12:00 p.m.-12:00 

a.m. ET); N-IMAT White & Blue are 

available

FEMA Region 1

FEMA Region 2

FEMA Region 3



Orlando.

Charleston.Lake Charles.

Northeast SC/ 
Southeast NC

4–8”
Isolated 

10”

Rest of North Carolina

2–4”
Isolated 

6”
Virginia

1–3”
Locally 
Higher

Rainfall Forecast & Flash Flooding Risk
THROUGH FRIDAY NIGHT

Marginal

5-15%

Slight

15-40%

Moderate

40-70%

High

>70%



Orlando.

Charleston.Lake Charles.

Northeast SC/ 
Southeast NC

4–8”
Isolated 

10”

Rest of North Carolina

2–4”
Isolated 

6”
Virginia

1–3”
Locally 
Higher

Flash Flooding Risk
MONDAY TUESDAY

THURSDAY FRIDAY

WEDNESDAY

High

Moderate

Slight

Marginal

Risk of Flash Flooding



National Weather Forecast

National Watch Center

Wed

Mon Tue



Preparedness Levels:

PL 1
Minimal fire activity; many resources 

available

PL 2

Large wildland fires burning throughout 

country; resources mobilized from other 

areas

PL 3

Wildfire activity ongoing throughout 25% 

of country; National Interagency 

Coordination Center (NICC) sets priorities, 

allocates resources, and mobilizes assets 

at national level

PL 4

High levels of fire activity and areas are 

competing for firefighting resources; 60% 

of the nation’s wildland firefighting 

resources committed

PL 5

Extremely high levels of fire activity; 80% 

of nation’s firefighting resources 

committed

National Fire Activity – September 28, 2026 PL 2
INITIAL ATTACK ACTIVITY 

(24-hour period)
Light

(55 fires)

New Large Fires 3

Large Fires Contained 20

Uncontained Large Fires 16

Year-to-Date Acres Burned 8,559,351

Total Responders 7,344

Type 1 IMTs Deployed 0

Complex IMTs Deployed 5

FMAGS Total

2026 (FYTD) 63

2025 75

3 Year Average 53

Sand Creek Fire - FINAL

Acres Burned: 35,520

Containment: 76%

Homes/Structures Threatened: 42/0

Homes Damaged/Destroyed: 0/0

Structures Damaged/Destroyed: 0/4

Hydra Fire - FINAL

Acres Burned: 933

Containment: 35%

Homes/Structures Threatened: 0/0

Homes Damaged/Destroyed: 0/0

Structures Damaged/Destroyed: 0/0



National Readiness

National Watch Center

NRCC

N-IMAT Red

N-IMAT White

N-IMAT Blue

N-IMAT Gold

N-IMAT HS

Regional Readiness

National Notes

Legend

Fully Mission Capable

Partially Mission Capable

Requires Augmentation

Deployed/Activated

Commodities & Equipment

RRCCWatch IMAT

Water

Meals

Generators

CONUS HawaiiCaribbean Guam

Region 1

Region 2

Region 3

Region 4

Region 5

Region 6

Region 7

Region 8

Region 9

Region 10

National Watch CenterCommon Operating Picture

National Watch Center:

• Staffing; Enhanced Watch (TC Nolo/SW Flooding) 

(8:00 a.m.- 5:00 p.m. ET)

NRCC:

• Rostered

National IMATs:

• N-IMAT Red: Demobilizing

• N-IMAT White: Staffing

• N-IMAT Blue: Staffing

FCOUS&RMERS Det.
30/36 Operational

SMT

4/6Maynard

6/6Frederick

6/6Thomasville

6/6Denton

4/6Denver

4/6Bothell

Operational

Requires Augmentation

Deployed

11/11

3/11

2/11

Assigned

Non-FEMA Deployed

FEMA-Deployed

Not Mission Capable

Available

FEMA Support Staff

28

0

1

0

27

Assigned

Not Mission Capable

Deployed

Available

2

3

33 (29 FCOR)

11/21

38

Regional Notes

Watches/RRCCs:

• R2 Watch: Equipment

• R5 Watch: Staffing

• R9 Watch: TC Nolo

• R1 RRCC: Nor’easter (Virtual)

• R2 RRCC: Nor’easter

• R10 RRCC: Staffing

IMATs:

• R1/R3/R4-1/2/R7: Staffing

• R5: 3651-EM-IN

• R8: 4941-DR-OST

• R9-1: 3652-EM-HI/4909-DR-

HI/4936-DR-HI

• R9-2: 4910-DR-MP

• R10: 3650-EM-WA

State EOCs:

• FL/MS: Previous Incidents

• CO/NV/TX/UT/WA: Wildfires

• IL/NJ/NY: Severe Weather

• NM: Excessive Rainfall

• MP: TC Bavi/Saudel

• PR/VA: Drought

• IN: 4933-DR-IN/3651-EM-IN

• HI: TC Lowell/Tropical Activity

• AK: West Coast Storms

• DE/RI: Nor’easter

Task Forces

Incident Workforce
Monday

September 28, 2026
8:30 a.m. ET

18,810
Assigned a Disaster Title

5,724 / 30%
Deployed

6,557 / 35%
Available to Deploy for 30 Days

6,529 / 35%
Remaining

Surge Capacity Force

7,697 / 0 / 769
Rostered / Deployed /

Est. Available to Deploy for 30 Days

3

WA

1

2

IN

HI MP

OST

NY



National Watch Center

Joint Preliminary Damage Assessments

Region
State / 

Location
Event

IA Number of Counties
Start – End

PA Requested Complete 

R5 MN
Severe Weather

Sep 19-20

IA 4 0 10/1 – TBD

PA 0 0 N/A

R10 AK
Mukluk Fire

Aug 21-25

IA 1 0 9/21 – TBD

PA 1 0 9/21 – TBD

1Pueblo of Zuni

*Rosebud Sioux Tribe



National Watch Center

Declaration Requests in Process – 16
State / Tribe / Territory – Incident Description Type IA PA HM Requested

NH – Severe Storm and Flash Flooding – Appeal DR X X Jul 8

IN – Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, Tornadoes, and Flooding DR X X X Aug 6

GU – Super Typhoon Bavi DR X X X Aug 11

MN – Severe Storms and Flooding DR X X Aug 20

UT – Cottonwood Fire, Flooding, and Mudslides DR X X Aug 22

WI – Severe Storms and Tornado DR X X X Aug 26

WV – Severe Storm, Flooding, Landslides, and Mudslides – Appeal DR X X Aug 31 

NE – Severe Storm, Straight-line Winds, and Flooding – Appeal DR X X Aug 31 

OH – Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, Tornadoes, Flooding, and Landslides DR X X Sep 2

OK – Severe Storms and Straight-line Winds DR X X Sep 2

TN – Severe Storm and Straight-line Winds DR X X X Sep 8

HI – Hurricane Lala DR X X X Sep 8

HI – Hurricane Lowell DR X X X Sep 9

WV – Severe Storms and Flooding DR X X Sep 12

IL – Severe Storms, Straight-line Winds, Tornadoes, and Flooding DR X X X Sep 15

KS – Severe Storm and Straight-line Winds DR X X Sep 15



Scan to subscribe to this briefing.

Helping people before, during, and after disasters.
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