FEMA Advisory - Sep. 1, 2026

FEMA Kicks Off National Preparedness Month 2026,
Empowers Americans to Stand Ready to Protect
Their Loved Ones During Emergencies and Disasters

Today, FEMA’s Ready Campaign launches National Preparedness Month 2026. This year’'s theme—Americans Stand
Ready—empowers individuals to take charge of their own readiness. Observed since 2004, National Preparedness
Month encourages Americans to prepare for emergencies. The month is a great time to take small steps to make a
big difference in being prepared - and to promote preparedness in your communities.

“Across this nation, our people are our greatest strength. Their resourcefulness and civic duty bring them together
after a disaster, supporting their communities through selfless acts of service,” said FEMA Administrator Cameron
Hamilton. “When Americans take steps to prepare for disasters and keep their families safe, every neighborhood
and community is more resilient. That’'s why it's so important for everyone to take steps to learn the skills that will
help their families and neighbors, so they can stand ready to help when things go wrong.”

This year’s theme highlights that preparedness is a civic responsibility and patriotic duty. It also celebrates the self-
reliant, resourceful spirit of the American people. In the face of disasters like tornadoes, wildfires and hurricanes,
Americans can take simple, practical steps to keep themselves and their families safe. By proactively preparing,
Americans make the nation stronger and more resilient.

Throughout National Preparedness Month, FEMA’s Ready Campaign will celebrate and encourage American
resourcefulness by sharing simple, affordable steps to take to stand ready:

= Make a plan for your household, including your pets, so that you and your family know what to do, where to go
and what you will need to protect yourselves during a disaster. Consider the unique risks where you live and the
needs of your family. Know where you'll go if you need to leave your home and learn your evacuation routes so
you can get there safely.

= Be in the know. Sign up for your community’s warning system. Disasters can happen suddenly, so it's important
to have multiple ways to get alerts. The Emergency Alert System and National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration Weather Radio also provide emergency alerts.

= Build a kit. We know how to keep our loved ones safe when things go wrong, but do you have what you need to
stay safe and comfortable until help arrives? You may think building a well-stocked emergency kit is difficult or
expensive, but it doesn’t need to be. You can gather supplies over time, starting with items you may already
have at home like canned food and first aid supplies. Visit ready.gov/kit for a list of items to include and how to
tailor your kit to meet your family’s needs.

FEMA encourages everyone to celebrate National Preparedness Month this September by visiting Ready.gov for
updated resources and to learn how to start their disaster preparedness journey.
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https://www.ready.gov/
https://www.ready.gov/plan
https://www.ready.gov/pets
http://www.ready.gov/shelter
http://www.ready.gov/evacuation
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-alert-system
https://www.noaa.gov/
https://www.noaa.gov/
https://www.ready.gov/kit
http://www.ready.gov/

State, local, tribal and territorial agencies, as well as associations, academic institutions, private sector, faith-based
and community organizations can also promote personal preparedness information within their communities. FEMA
has also published a free, ready-to-use toolkit with customizable preparedness messaging and safety tips to help
them spread the word.

Contact Us

If you have any questions, please contact FEMA Office of External Affairs:

= |ntergovernmental Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-IGA@fema.dhs.gov
= Tribal Affairs at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-Tribal@fema.dhs.gov
=  Private Sector Engagement at (202) 646-3444 or at FEMA-private-sector@fema.dhs.gov

Follow Us

Follow FEMA on social media at: FEMA Blog on fema.gov, @ FEMA or @ FEMAEspanol on Twitter, FEMA or FEMA
Espanol on Facebook, @FEMA on Instagram, @FEMA on Truth Social and via FEMA YouTube channel.

For preparedness information, follow the Ready Campaign on X at @Ready.gov, on Instagram @Ready.gov or on the
Ready Facebook page.

FEMA Mission

Helping people before, during and after disasters.
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