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Show how NW S supports Non-W eather
Emergency Message (NWEM)dissemination

Identify best practices alerting authorities can an gz

use to ensure a timely & accurate broadcast of
NWEMs over NOAA WeatherRadio (NWR)

Weather Radio

WOAA's National Weather Eanlic.a@
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Assumptions
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Types of NWEMs

ADR Administrative Message
AVA Avalanche Watch

AVW Avalanche Warning

BLU Blue Alert

CAE Child Abduction Emergency
CDW Civil Danger Warning

CEM Civil Emergency Message
EQW Earthquake Warning

EVI Evacuation Immediate

FRW Fire Warning

HMW Hazardous Materials Warning
LAE Local Area Emergency

LEW Law Enforcement Warning
NUW Nuclear Power Plant Warning
RHW Radiological Hazard Warning
SPW Shelter In Place Warning
TOE Telephone Outage Emergency
VoW Volcano Warning

DMO Practice/Demo Warning

NOTE: Some state/local EAS plans do not authorize all NWEM
types and may have special rules on CAE and other alert types.
Reach out to your EAS or SECC chair for more information.
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See event code descriptions at
https://www.fema.qgov/sites/default/files/documents/
fema event-codes-glossary 02-01-2021.pdf

Event Code Descriptions for Use with IPAWS

Thess Non-Weather Emergency Message [NWEM) event codes ane available 1o state, local,

B by Adrting Aut Porithes depands of
e esed with EAS, WEA, and/for NWEM

excepd wheng indicated

ADR = Administrative Message
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AVA - AvalancheWatch
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the pasbic that Avalancites Yarming criena sre iy o be met in Jd-48 houns. [EAS & NWEM onlg)

AVWY - Avalanche Warning
CondEons. re HTeTEnent of CCCUITNE.

BLU = Blue Alert
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CAE - Child Abduction Emengency
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Assumption - Your agency has NWEM authorization from IPAWS

https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/integrated-public-alert-warning-system/public-s afety-officials/sign-up

FEMA Integrated Publc Alert and W

M OANTERrake Tl

g Svatarm F
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B B GRS TR DD A | PAWS. Comvinieg with Sop 4 for pibhs TN, Thess 219 cih [ Compisted

to Send Public Alerts and Warnings cencuTatly St he 230 sachoetan
Etep 4: Apply for Public Alerting Permission

Complete and submé the publc slerbing applcation toyour designated state official [the IPAWS office wa
proside Dontact o mation].

A fsderal, State, local, tribal oF Wenmtorial Aleriing Authority that applies for author Fation 16
use the |ntegrated Public Al and Warming System (|PAWS) s desgnated asa
Coltaborative Operating Group (D0G), Foliow these steps 1o obtain acoess (o | PAWS for
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digind corificate, and & separte omal with the pesswoed. Contact your A0SR o load your digital cerificmes and
Crecontisi i pour e oiginaton softwane.

& FEMA

Febeany 2021 1 L Fraie B Teva @0 Febosary 2071 2

3 NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE Building a Weather-Ready Nation // 5


https://www.commerce.gov/
https://www.fema.gov/emergency-managers/practitioners/integrated-public-alert-warning-system/public-safety-officials/sign-up

We can’t do it without you and you can’t do it without us

e Once authorized by FEMA to send alerts to IPAWS, you are known as a Collaborative
Operating Group (COG)

e As a COG, you have authority to send pre-approved alert types through IPAWS to
NWS, EAS, WEA, and a Public Channel for all other IPAWS alert users

e Check your MOA with FEMA or sign up to use IPAWS

OC? Alerting Authorities » CAPSoftware = IPAWS-0PEN Gateway = IPAWS Pathways = Public
Fa T
© Federal authorities — |[Emergency AlertSystem| —» | EAS
L9 A ) )
o “y
State agencies whaa
B Wireless Emergency . *Et"ﬁﬁ
Alerts
. . - . A
Territorial agencies o
o Z ' NOAA Weather Radio | =——»
Tribal governments p 4
5z _
Authorities IPAWS OPEN InternetBased Services | —»
. originate a CAP Aggregator . r
Local authorities J message via CAP- || i) validate proper CAP [ Unique Systems ) .
compliant tool. format; ii) verifies Future Technologies
The message is sender and Sender - . u
posted to IPAWS || permissions; i) Simultaneous
OPEN. disseminates to dissemination pathways.
pathways.
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Assumption - The alert author selects NWEM (may instead say

“HazCollect”, “NWS”, or similar) when issuing an alert

Create Public Message

Salect Alerts
Hours Minutes es [
Templates h ﬁ e D 00 DAL D
et [T Lo =i - S3ve Mew Termplate ﬂ
0 D EVENT COCE SELECT EVENT . =
Messags Typs V V CATEGOHY SELECT CATEG. =

Approximate Expiration
4 I 120028 7] WA HANCLBG SELECTWEAHA =

2{16/21 11:03 AM

©
(7]

~ Subsct Distribation Channsliz)— AP DAL (WEA, KA S CAFTMO
F:mm n R e § A R T R R g wans ¥ g L I (]
¥ IPEWS WEA I -
¥ IPWS EAS
[~ Hazcolsct

L T " —

3 NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE Building a Weather-Ready Nation // 7


https://www.commerce.gov/

NWS Amplification of NWEM Dissemination
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How NWS Amplifies NWEM Dissemination

BULLETIN -
BLUE ALEET

EAS ACTIVATION REQUESTED

LA BHFORCEMENT AGENCY
RELAYED BY MATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE BIRMINGHAM AL
1157 A4 C5T SAT WOV 20 2021

Al AL ARANS

«--BLUE ALERT LIVINGSTOM. .. AL...

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE I5 TRANSMITTED AT TH
ERFORCEMENT AGENCY .,

E REQUEST OF AL

ARAMA, LaH

THE STATE OF ALABAMA HAS ISSUED AN EMERGEMCY BLVE ALERT. THE
ALABAMA LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCY STATE BUREAL OF TRVESTIGATION IS
ASKTRG FOR YOUR ASSISTANCE TH LOCATING RAMDY LEE WADE. WADE IS
BETHG SOUGHT IN COMMECTION TO THE THIURY OF AN ALABAMA STATE
TROOFER ANMD IS5 BELTEVED TO BE A SERIOUS RISK TO THE PUBLIC.
HAS LAST SEEM O ROVEMBER 19TH 2021 AT APPRONIMATELY 11 4% PM AT
ALARAMA MIGMALY JE AND [ 2 59 DN LIVINGSTON ALaBaMa. IF vOU
HaVE AMY TWFORMATION REGRADING THE LGCATION OF RAMDY LEE WADE
34 6767

wan
WADE

PLEASE COMTACT THE STATE BUREAL OF INVESTIGATION AT 3
2500 CALL 911

53
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NWS software automatically:

e Converts your CAP formatted alert from IPAWS to a
human readable text product and relays it to hundreds

of downstream redistributors and users

Local Weather Forecast Office (WFQO) staff ensures
alert ready for NWR broadcastand relays over NWR

- Over 1,000 NWR transmitters covering 95% of U.S.

- Time-tested reliable radio technology

- Coverage in some areas where no cell/internet service

- May be only dissemination capability available during a
catastrophe (e.g. Sonoma County wildfires)
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Four Things You Must Know

About NWS NWEM Dissemination

. Quality of the NWS text product and NWR broadcast content depends on your entries

in the Description & Instruction blocks AND your software’s compliance with IPAWS.

WFO staff may edit the NWR version of the alert to ensure it is ready for NWR. NWS
does not edit the text product that goes out over other NWS dissemination systems.

Potential for duplicate EAS activation when alert is for more than one geocode. Single
county alerts or single entire state alerts using 000 location code don’t cause duplicate EAS.

Coordinate with your local NWS Warning Coordination Meteorologist BEFORE an
emergency occurs (see https://www.weather.gov/media/nws/wcm-soo.pdf) to best ensure a
positive outcome and avoid any potential confusion when an emergency occurs.
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NWS Actions Prior to NWR Broadcast

WFO staff may edit alert to ensure
its NWR ready Place alert message in NWR

WFO receives notification of broadcast suite for alert duration

NWEM received from IPAWS
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Your Alert May Be Edited Prior to NWR Broadcast

Your alert may be edited by the WFO prior to NWR text to speech dissemination.

e WFO may reach back to your agency to clarify the
alert prior to NWR broadcast. Note that delay in
NWR broadcast may occur if your agency’s response
is delayed or if a high level of effort is needed to
make the alert broadcast-ready. Must be suitable for
NWR automated conversion from text to speech.

e According to NWS Instruction 10-518, any crisis could have facets different from policy,
such that policies involving the handling your NWEM may be superseded by the WFQO'’s
need to use good judgment, common sense, and need to preserve life and prevent injury.
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NWS Handling of Your Alert Outlines in policies

Policies in NWS Instruction 10-518, 10-1708, and 10-1710

e WFO expected to relay your NWEM providing timely life or property-saving information.

e Any crisis could have facets different from policy, such that policy may be superseded by
good judgment, common sense, and need to preserve life and prevent injury.

e NWEM updates will be disseminated by NWS as an Administrative Message (ADR) so
as not to re-alert NWR & EAS unless state plans/agreements say otherwise.

e WFO staff maintain situational awareness of non-weather events from EMAs by phone,
National Warning System (NAWAS), and other traditional methods

e Alert from IPAWS automatically sent as text product over some NWS systems without NWS
review. However, WFO staff may edit the alert prior to NWR broadcast. See next slide.

e WFO maintains agreed upon backup procedures (e.g. fax, telephone or radio conversation,
email, etc.) for relaying your alert in case of Internet, vendor, or IPAWS related problem
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NWS Policies on NWR Broadcast of Your Alert

NWSI 10-1708

e WFO staff expeditiously review and may adjust your alert prior to NWR broadcast
o Grammar, format and pronunciation corrections/adjustments necessary for broadcast
o Adjustments to ensure intelligible NWR broadcast for relay to EAS

o If issues with pronunciation or other aspects of automated broadcast compatibility, staff
should manually record NWEM for broadcast on NWR

e Insertion of your alert (and any updates) in the appropriate NWR broadcast suite
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Be Aware that Duplicate EAS Activation Could Occur

W (N
] NWR SAME
Prior to FAP, br.oadcasters Broadeast \\ CAP Proprietary —
voluntarily monitored NWR SAME = Vri‘;eusjfv%es . me(t?od via e
. . . . ' ert Origination
which only includes location codes g Software
for the listening audience in a NWR
broadcast footprint. Broadcasters \ \
also monitored NWS products via =
NOAA Weather Wire, news wire 5 1z HIE

-
.l = g =%y

services, and state relay networks. Lo
Broadcaster EAS Equipment

Broadcasters may still rely on NWR SAME for EAS. However, broadcasters now monitor
CAP which includes all location codes in an alert. Thus, the NWR SAME and CAP location
code lists for a given alert may not be identical in entirety or order. If broadcaster
equipment doesn’t find an identical match, then duplicate EAS activation may occur.
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Recognize the Potential for Duplicate EAS

. . . . . . Emergency Alert Details
While you may not mind duplicate EAS activation, it R L
may not be welcome by local broadcasters. A CHILD ABDUCTION EMERGENCY
FOR THE FOLLOWING
i o, i ] COUNTIES/AREAS :
Alerting authorities should discuss with the local New Jersey:
NWS WFO and address in State or Local EAS Plans. AT 10:46 PM

ON OCT 14, 2014
Emergency Alert Details

A CIVIL AUTHORITY HAS ISSUED
A CHILD ABDUCTION EMERGENCY
FOR THE FOLLOWING
COUNTIES/AREAS:

New Jersey;
AT 10:46 PM
ON OCT 14, 2014
EFFECTIVE UNTIL 11:46 PM.
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Resolving the Duplicate EAS Issue

In March 2021 Report to the FCC, a cross
government/industry group recommended
parallel solutions be explored to resolve the
potential duplicate EAS issue

e Longerterm: FCC should consider adopting
EAS rules supporting an additional unique

data tag in CAP and SAME that allows EAS
equipment to match alerts

e Nearerterm: A full analysis should be
conducted on an NWS capability to perform
complete and consistent ordering of SAME
Location Codes in the NWR broadcast

\$ NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE

)]

peah

March 10, 2021

COoMMUNICATIONS SECURITY, RELIABILITY, AND INTEROPERABILITY
CounciL VII

REPORT ON RECOMMENDATIONS TO
RESOLVE DUPLICATE NATIONAL WEATHER
SERVICE ALERTS

Warking Groug - Alevt Oviginatar Sumdard Operating Procedures-Duplicate
Narional Weather Service Alerts
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Be Proficient and Follow Best Practices

Study of NWEMs NW S received by from IPAW S (March thru August 2021)

e 6 Cases where alert origination software vendor didn't properly populate CAP senderName
with requesting agency name. Resulted in incorrect attribution.

e 8 Cases where improper vendor use of senderName caught & corrected by NWS software

e 2 Cases where NWEM not suitable for NWS dissemination because COG provided
incomplete/truncated narrative in the CAP description block

e 2 Cases when COG didn't mean to send to NWEM, was “just hitting buttons”
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Configuration of

WOUESS KMRY §33916
L EWHRX
Th211-832116-

BULLETIN - EAS ACTIMATION REQUESTED

Alert Origination Software

Ask your alert software vendor if they properly populate
the CAP <senderName> with the Requesting_Agency as
recommended in the latest IPAWS Design guidance.

If not, this will cause confusion. Your agency name may
not be properly cited in the alert message broadcast by
NWR and transmitted over other NWS systems.

e NWS will try to catch/correct this on your behalf before
NWR broadcast, but cannot correct it in the NWS text
product automatically sent over other NWS systems.
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LAW EMFORCEMENT HARNIMG

TH CLEVELAND/SERADLEY COUNTY EMERGEMCY MAMAGEMENT AGERCY
RELAYED 8Y MATIONAL WEATHER SEAVICE MORRISTOWN TH

316 PM EST WED FEB 3 2021

-« FISSING ENDAMNGERED CHILD...

THE FOLLOWEMS MESSAGE TS TRAMSMITTES

EYE COLOR: BROWM
WEIGHT: 138 LES
HAIR COLOR: BROWN
DATE OF

BIRTH: &9/22/1992

SUSPECT VEHICLE DESCRIPTION: 1995 GOLD
CADILLAC STS DISFLAYING TH REGISTRATION C5¥-348

CHILD

DESCRIFTION:

BELLA LERA HAMCINS
3 YEARS QLD

WHITE FEMALE

2PT

25

POLRDS

GREEN EYES

LIGHT BROWN HAIR

BE ON THE LOOKOUT FOR THE FOLLOWING IMDIVIDUAL WHO IS5 A PERSON OF
INTEREST IN AN ONGOTHNG CUSTOOTAL INTERFEREWCE INVESTIGATION. IF
WO KHOW THE LOCATION OF OR HAVE INFORMATION REGARDING THE
INDIVIDUALS OF THIS MESSAGE COMTALT THE CLEVELAND POLICE
DEPARTHENT AT (423)728-7311 EXT. @ FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS SEE THE
CLEVELAND POLICE DEPARTHENT SOCTAL MEDIA PAGES.

HTTRS: f Ml . FACEBRDDE . COMSCLEVELANDROLTCETN,

55

AGBEF99E -BECE-AB4B-DF 0A-BIF4SFI6TCRE/ BRADLEYCO
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Enter a good Description and Instruction because

they become the narrative broadcast by NWR and

WOUSAS KHMRX 2338016
L MR
ThCa11-832116-

BULLETIN - EAS ACTIVATION REQUESTED

narrative in the NWS text product used by others.

Fie  Took
Chioscris Adart Types dilert Dhrstion
Armag I Aleet
FL - Brervard Courty =l
¥
Meziaps Typs: Everd Categonys Lhiperey: Sevenby Cotainiy,
In.'r-:: _ﬂ I'Sah:i_p _ﬂ |Irrn'-h:l.ntt ﬂ I'Smn ﬂ |Lic:ﬁ.l ﬂ
Engish 115 | Spenishifl 5]
WUIRIL boe Aufditicnal Indemation: .
| o ribuiion Chanek ) ST |
EAS Civll Efwsigtricy Masbis Sislesct Distrbastion Channslz]
_— oson W EMret EA5
o Bhis iy & hest this i 8 lesl F IPEwWS WES
B IPAWS EAS
¥ Hazcobect
I. —
Mobde Sho Tesk 35 chasschers (5 mon sequised) 0% J Casl I
I?m: o becd ol the 30 charachen:
Mobda Lorg Test 35 chasacters [4 mone required)
Thet iz @ beed of thes 3500 characion
C  Rppprmanded action 1o be bakan )
Recond Ausdic Pre-necorded Audio |
Adnchmerts Sem  MSS
. \Femche StatoridempCL (011 _B0 7093 TREICDNSSA_ TMEFEIMA4 endlS med 41K a1
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LAH ENFORCEMENT WARMING

TH CLEVELAND/EBRADLEY COUNTY EMERGERLDY MANAGEMENT AGEMCY
RELAYED BY HATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE HORRISTOMM TH

516 PM EST WED FEB 3 2821

o HISSTHG ENDRNGERED CHILD...
THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS5 TRANSHITTED AT THE REQUEST OF TN.

NAME: HAWKINS... AMANDA M
SEX: FEMALE

RACE: WHITE

HEIGHT:

500"

EvE COLOR: BROWH

WEIGHT: 1% LES

HAIR COLOR: BROWN

DATE OF

BIRATH: &%/22/1532

SUSPECT VEHICLE DESCRIPTION: 2085 GOLD
CADTLLAC STS DISPLAYING TH REGISTRATION CSY-S48

CHILD

DESCRIPTION:

BELLA LENA HAWKINS
¥ YEARS OLD

WHITE FEMALE

ZFT

P

POLURIDS.

GREEN EYES

LIGHT BROWN MATR

BE ON THE LOOKDUT FOR THE FOLLOWING TNDIVIDUAL WHO 15 A PERSDH OF
INTEREST IN AN ONGOING CUSTODIAL INTERFEREMCE IRVESTIGATION. IF
YOU KHOW THE LOCATION OF OR HAVE INFORMATION REGARDIMG THE
THOIVIDUALS OF THIS MESSAGE CONTACT THE CLEVELAND POLICE
DEPARTMENT AT (423)728-7311 EXT. @ FOR ADDITIONAL DETAILS SEE THE
CLEVELARD POLICE DEPARTHENT SOCIAL MEDIA PAGES.

HTTPS: £ /Wb, FACEGOOR . COM/CLEVELANDPOLICETH/

55

AEBEFOOE-BECE -AD4E -DFOG - BOFASFR67CEBS BRADLEYCD
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Check punctuation and avoid use of special characters

BULLETIN - EAS ACTIVATION REQUESTED
CHILD ABDUCTION EMERGENCY

Be careful if you paste content in your alert LA ENFORCEMENT AGENCY
origination software. Check for unexpected o teeetnalindaiis
characters. In this case, question marks were

somehow entered into the alert Description or
produced by the alert origination software and
carried over into the NWS alert.

.« . AMBER ALERT -

THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE IS TRAMNSMITTED AT THE REQUEST OF
i ENFORCEMENT AGEMNCY.

HAS ISSUED A CHILD ABDUCTION EMERGENCY AMBER

ALER LAk
ENFORC NT AGEN AOWNNOR YOUR ASSISTANCE IN LOCATING EAMEL
EARTER ANNJ MONTHS OLD. KAMEL ANTOMNE WAS SEEN ON

JANUARY 29 8@ K11 P M WEARING A BLUE AND WHITE
\ QREA OF DIAL STREET IN

Place a space between each digit in phone _

numbers. Without the spaces, NWR’s text to INSIDE LEFT BICEP TATTOO
. IN A WHITE OR SILVE HEVENTSF—ZI TRI] BEARTNG AN ALABAMA OR TEXAS

speech engine (and perhaps those of othe PLATE. IF YOU HAVE ANY INFORMATION REGARDING TH

S Stems) Would have read these aS Iong CHILD PLEASE CONTACT THE POLICE DEPARTHMENT AT 2 51 4 5

y . B - . 222110RCALL 911,
numbers (i.e. “two billion five hundred fourteen
thousand...” and “nine hundred eleven”).

55
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NWS NWEM Dissemination Only as Good as What You Send Us

WOUS42 KRAH 261651

Alert software vendor did not properly populate CAP ﬁii:ﬁ;ﬂ_mm

<senderName> with requestingAgency as
recommended in the latest IPAWS Design guidance

BULLETIN - EAS ACTIVATION REQUESTED

HILD ABDUCTION EMERGENCY

NC NN CARDLIMA DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC SAFETY
RELAYED BYNWQIIOMAL WEATHER SERWICE RALEIGH NC
1151 AM EST TUE WY 26 2821

++« EAS CHILD ABDUCTION EMERUNSNG

Incomplete Description makes this alert T R LT W Saha TS T ST
unsuitable for NWS dissemination. CAP ‘

message received by NWS suggests EM entered THIS "
ABDUCT IO T = =

incomplete Description or a software issue.

R ALERT FOR A CHILD

$5

<description>THIS IS A NORTH CAROLINA AMBER ALERT

FOR A CHILD ABDUCTION....THE...</description> NC.2@l 588 2821-91-26T11:51:38-05:98/NC.901 588 2821-01-26T11:51:3
B-085: 08
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Summary of Best Practices

Preparation:

e Ask your software vendor if they properly populate Requesting_Agency in CAP
<senderName> as recommended in the IPAWS Design Guidance

e Practice so you are proficient. Know the knobs. Don’t wait for an emergency to happen.
e Know your State EAS Plan

e |leverage IPAWS resources

Operations:

e Select NWEM (or “HazCollect”, “NWS”, or similar) to achieve NWS (e.g. NWR) dissemination
e Enter good Description & Instruction because they make up the NWS alert narrative

e Check punctuation & avoid use of special characters

e Check for unexpected characters, particularly if pasting content in the alert software interface
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If You Wish to Demo Your Alerting Capability with

NWS

Alert Author / FEMA | Nws | NwS
Vendor Software | IPAWS | AWIPS NWR | Broadcasters

First, be proficient using your alert origination software. Your software vendor and IPAWS Lab can help.

Second, coordinate with your SECC and local NWS WFO about doing an end-to-end demo using DMO. DMO
reduces risk of demo getting into the wild because most broadcasters only log receipt of a DMO.

Third, conduct any necessary public outreach regarding the demo.

Fourth, conduct the demo using the following procedures.

Populate alert origination software using values in next two slides. Software vendor can assist.

Selects NWEM channel and send.

WFO receives AWIPS red banner notification of NWEM received and awaiting action in the NWRWAVES
WFO reviews and adjusts DMO in NWRWAVES as necessary

WFO sends DMO from NWRWAVES to BMH

WFO transmits NWEM over NWR with SAME tones

Validate receipt of the alert on broadcaster EAS encoder/decoder equipment

@.\'9’9"%9’!\’.—‘

NATIONALWEATHER SERVICE Building a Weather-Ready Nation // 24


https://www.commerce.gov/

Populate CAP Values As Follows When Testing with NWS

Your alert origination software interface should have user friendly way for you to enter these values.
Consult your software provider for assistance and include them during testing if possible.

CAP Elements and Values

Comments

<msgType>message_type</msgType>

Required. CAP Handler allowed values are Alert, Error,
Update, and Cancel. For the end to end test, value should be
Alert for the initial message, Update forthe followup
message, and Cancel for cancellation.

<parameter>
<valueName>BLOCKCHANNEL</valueName>
<value>CMAS</value>

</parameter>

Blocks WEA broadcast (to ensure test doesn’t inadvertently
activate WEA)

<parameter>
<valueName>BLOCKCHANNEL</valueName>
<value>EAS</value>

</parameter>

Blocks EAS broadcast (to ensure test doesn’t inadvertently
activate EAS)

<event>Practice/Demo</event>

Required by CAP v1.2 Standard. Not used by CAP Handler, but
use of “Practice/Demo” may help reinforce this is only a test.

<urgency>Past</urgency>

Required but not used by CAP Handler. This value used to
ensure no WEA broadcast during testing.

<severity>Minor</severity>

Required but not used by CAP Handler. This value used to
ensure no WEA broadcast during testing.

<certainty>Unlikely</certainty>

Required but not used by CAP Handler. This value used to
ensure no WEA broadcast during testing.

<eventCode>
<valueName>SAME</valueName>
<value>DMO</value>
</eventCode>

Required
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Populate CAP Values As Follows When Testing with NWS

continued...

<expires>valid_expiration_time_in_CAP_format</expires>

Required by IPAWS Profile, EAS and CAP Handler.
<expires> value must be greater than <sent> but not exceed

<sent> by more than 99.5 hours.
For the purpose of this test, use one hour.

<senderName>COG_ID,Cog_Name,Requesting_Agency </senderName>

Required by IPAWS. Text is used to identify the agency or
authority issuing the alert. “Requesting Agency” is used when
the message is sent on behalf of another entity (e.g., State
Agency sending on behalf of a county agency).

Used by CAP Handler to populate “THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE
ISTRANSMITTED AT THE REQUEST OF THE
<Requesting_Agency>" or “<Cog_Name>" if <Requesting
Agency>not present.

<headline> THISIS A TEST MESSAGE. THISISONLY A TEST.</headline>

Required for the purpose of this test otherwise an optional
field but its use is encouraged.

<description> THISIS A TEST MESSAGE. THISIS A TEST OF THE CAPABILITYTO
RELAY EMERGENCY MESSAGES FROM NON-NATIONAL WEATHER SERVICE
SOURCES USING DEPARTMENT OF HOMELAND SECURITY AND NWS SYSTEMS. THIS
PRACTICE/TEST MESSAGE IS NOT INTENDED TOACTIVATE THE EMERGENCY ALERT
SYSTEM.</description>

Required

<instruction>THISIS A TEST MESSAGE. DO NOT TAKE ACTION BASED ON THISTEST
MESSAGE.</instruction>

Required for the purpose of this test.

<area>
<areaDesc>your_jurisdiction_name</areaDesc>
<geocode>

<valueName>SAME</valueName>
<value>your_county_six_digit_FIPS code</value>
</area>

Typically vendor software retrieves and populates here the
FIPS code(s) you choose and your FEMA IPAWS MOA grants
you permission to alert.
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Communicate, Communicate, Communicate

Reminders about the importance of communication and coordination

e |[ssues involving alert failure have often been related to miscommunication between people,
misunderstanding of roles, or misunderstanding of how the various tools work

e Importance of up to date state plans/agreements. Copies of these agreements and
procedures to carry out the agreements are kept in the WFO operations area.

e Coordinate with the WFO before and during an emergency to the extent possible

e NWEMSs for events affecting all or a significant portion of a state should be coordinated
through a single state authority such as the public health department, State EMA, tribal
government, or other similar jurisdictional authority
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Follow Your State EAS Plan

ALABAAMA EAS PLAN

Be sure your practices are consistent with your
State EAS Plan & Emergency Communications Committee

STATE OF ALABAMA

EMERGENCY ALERT SYSTEM {EAS) PLAN
Daates April 9%, 2006

June 17, 2021 - FCC Report and Order encourages states to thse o comTinTs
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form/review existing SECCs, requires annual certification of EAS :MARYLAND STATE
Plan, and adopts an EAS Plan Content Checklist
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https://www.fcc.gov/public-safety-and-homeland-security/policy-and-licensing-division/alerting/general/state-eas-plans
https://ecfsapi.fcc.gov/file/0617043878562/FCC-21-77A1.pdf
https://www.fcc.gov/file/21904/download

Questions?
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