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FEMA COVID-19 Vaccine Distribution 
Update 
In alignment with President Biden’s plan to respond to COVID-19, FEMA will work with other 
federal agencies to coordinate with state, tribal and territorial authorities and private sector 
partners and others to assist, augment and expedite vaccinations in the United States. 

Key Messages 
 As of April 2, FEMA has provided more than $4.5 billion to 42 states, Washington D.C., four tribes and five 

territories for expenses related to COVID-19 vaccination at 100% federal cost share. These funds cover critical 
supplies, staffing, training and transportation needs that support increased vaccination efforts. 

 On April 1, DHS Secretary Alejandro Mayorkas expanded the Feb. 5 DHS Surge Capacity Force (SCF) activation 
for vaccination support operations. This expansion requests staffing support from all executive branch agencies. 
The SCF is composed of federal employees from other federal agencies to augment FEMA’s workforce.  

 FEMA is working to speed up vaccinations by supporting states as they open community vaccination centers 
across the country and working with its interagency partners to continue to stand-up and provide support to 
additional sites daily. Each state determines its own vaccination priority groups and procedures. Community 
vaccination centers are led by states, but may be supported by the federal government, including FEMA. 

 Working with state governments FEMA, will open additional federal community vaccination center pilot sites, 
which include federal support and supplemental vaccine allocation: 

o This week, federal community vaccination center pilot sites are scheduled to open in Gary, Indiana; 
Greenbelt, Maryland; St. Louis, Missouri; Memphis, Tennessee and Milwaukee, Wisconsin.  

o Today, the White House announced three additional federal community vaccination center pilot sites are 
scheduled to open in Pueblo, Colorado; St. Paul, Minnesota; and Columbia, South Carolina.  

 FEMA mobile vaccination units have begun operations. These vehicles can bring vaccinations to hard-to-reach 
and high-risk populations who cannot access services from fixed sites.  

o Four units are operational: one in Connecticut, two in Maryland and one in Oregon.   

 Find out where, when and how to get a vaccine in your community and get more information from your local 
health department and a list of places where adults can get a vaccine. Visit FEMA.Gov for information on FEMA’s 
vaccination support efforts.  

https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2021/01/National-Strategy-for-the-COVID-19-Response-and-Pandemic-Preparedness.pdf
https://www.fema.gov/blog/fema-expands-efforts-distribute-vaccinations
https://www.fema.gov/blog/fema-expands-efforts-distribute-vaccinations
https://youtu.be/0ByY1lQkKpQ
http://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/healthdirectories/index.html/
http://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/healthdirectories/index.html/
https://vaccinefinder.org/search/
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/vaccine-support
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/vaccine-support
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including  DOD personnel and  FEMA and DHS Surge Capacity 
Force personnel directly supporting vaccination efforts in the field. There are an 
additional personnel serving in non-clinical operational roles.  

Lost Wages 
FEMA has provided more than $XX.X billion to 49  
states, Washington, D.C. and four territories for those 

unemployed due to COVID-19 through Dec. 27, 2020. 

Resources 
FEMA published  vaccination center   
and civil rights guidance for state, 

tribal and territorial partners. 
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https://fema.gov
https://www.fema.gov/disasters/coronavirus/governments/community-vaccination-centers-playbook
https://www.fema.gov/sites/default/files/documents/fema_civil-rights-covid-19_vaccine_checklist_02-11-2021.pdf
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