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Higher Education Program News:

· Hi Ed Symposium:

Mark your calendars for the 17th Annual Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium scheduled for June 1- 4, 2015 at the Emergency Management Institute, Emmitsburg, MD.  

Application and pertinent information for the symposium is now posted to the Hi Ed website at http://www.training.fema.gov/hiedu/educonference15.aspx.  When submitting the application complete, signed and returned to the NETC Admissions office at netcadmissions@fema.dhs.gov.  The applicant’s signature is the only signature required on the application.  Deadline for submitting applications is May 8, 2015.  Applications received after this date will not be accepted.  All non-U.S. citizens attending the symposium must have a security clearance conducted and completed before they are accepted.  A security clearance takes 8-12 weeks to complete. Non-U.S. applicants must submit a complete and signed application by February 13, 2015.  Applications received after this date will not be accepted. 

Application Information - Course Code - E0392 Annual EM Hi Ed Symposium 

Everyone attending or presenting at the Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium must submit an application and be notified of acceptance.  Individuals without an accepted application will not be granted admittance to the NETC.

Symposium applicants will be notified by email of their acceptance to the higher education symposium.  Make sure your email address is legible on the application.  If you have not heard from the Admissions office 1 week after receipt of your application please contact Admissions at NETCAdmissions@fema.dhs.gov or the Higher Education Program Office for assistance.  

[bookmark: s]Emergency Management/Homeland Security News:

· Center For Infrastructure Protection and Homeland Security, The CIP Report, Volume 14 Number 6, January 2015

This month’s The CIP report focuses on Resilience. As one of the key topics from NIPP 2013, a more
resilient infrastructure is an enduring goal.

· Thoughts on Resilience: Perspectives from the Field: Principles of Infrastructure Resilience by Steve Hart
· Incorporating the Rule of Law in Resiliency Analyses by L. Paul Lewis, John R. Hummel, and Ignacio Martinez-Moyano
· Fatigue in First Responder Operations by David A. Buczek
· Critical Infrastructure Security and Resilience: The Evolution of an Academic Discipline by Pamela Collins
· Assessing Potable Water Supply System Resilience by MAJ Hugh Dougalas
· Resilience and Behavioral Science by Andreas Poppius

The Center for Infrastructure Protection and Homeland Security (CIP/HS) works in conjunction with James Madison University and seeks to fully integrate the disciplines of law, policy, and technology for enhancing the security of cyber-networks, physical systems, and economic processes supporting the Nation’s critical infrastructure. The Center is funded by a grant from the National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST).

If you would like to be added to the distribution list for The CIP Report, please click on this link:
http://listserv.gmu.edu/cgi-bin/wa?SUBED1=cipp-report-l&A=1 

· Disaster Medicine & Public Health Preparedness, Volume 8 Issue 5, October 2014 

Original Research 
· Hypothermia in Victims of the Great East Japan Earthquake: A Survey in Miyagi Perfecture 
· Health-Related Quality of Life and the Adaptation of Residents to Harsh Post-Earthquake Conditions in China 
· Responding to a Radiological Crisis: Experiences of British Foreign Office Staff in Japan After the Fukushima Nuclear Meltdown
· Injuries and Illnesses Among American Red Cross Responders-United States, 2008-2012

Brief Report 
· Management of Chlorine Gas-Related Injuries From the Granitesville, South Carolina, Train Derailment 
· Geographical Origin of Post-Landmine Injury Malaria Infections
· Retrospective on the Construction and Practice of a State-Level Emergency Medical Rescue Team 

Concepts in Disaster Medicine 
· Operation of Emergency Operating Centers During Mass Casualty Incidents in Taiwan: A Disaster Management Perspective 
· Typhoon Yolanda/Haiyan and Climate Justice
· An Organizational Metamodel for Hospital Emergency Departments
· American Red Cross Digital Operations Center (DigiDOC): An Essential Emergency Management Tool for the Digital Age 

Systemic Review 
· Resilience-Rhetoric To Reality: A Systematic Review of Intervention Studies After Disasters

Letter to the Editor 
Infection Control in the Indo-Pak Subcontinent: Averting the Aftermath of the Worst Flooding in 60 Years 
	
· IAEM Dispatch, January 29, 2015

IAEM-ASIA NEWS

Families of victims in Shanghai incident to receive compensation 
IAEM 
Families of the 36 people who died in the Dec. 31 New Year's Eve stampede in Shanghai will receive $129,000 each in compensation. The 49 other people who were injured in the stampede will receive compensation depending on their injuries. The incident, which involved about 300,000 people, began in an area known as The Bund in Shanghai's Chen Yi Square. In the aftermath of the incident, IAEM-Asia President Victor Bai, CEM, was interviewed by Beijing News, news.163.com and iNewsweek.cn.

IAEM MEMBER NEWS

Peter Gaynor, CEM, named Rhode Island state EMA director 
IAEM 
IAEM member Peter Gaynor, CEM, was recently named state EMA director of Rhode Island. Appointed by Governor Gina Raimondo, Gaynor is credited with professionalizing the city of Providence's emergency management agency and office of homeland security. A 26-year veteran of the U.S. Marine Corps, Gaynor became Providence's EMA director in 2007. "Pete Gaynor has done an outstanding job as the head of emergency management for the City of Providence, and I know he will serve all Rhode Islanders with the same dedication, expertise and professionalism," Governor Raimondo said in a statement to Rhode Island Public Radio (RIPR). Under Gaynor's leadership, Providence became the first municipality to earn EMAP accreditation. Read the RIPR article here.

EM NEWS

1 shot to cure them all: The quest for the universal flu shot 
Fortune 
Around this time last year no one thought much of H3N2 influenza strain A/Switzerland/9715293/2013. It was just another flu virus. In February 2014, when public health officials gathered for the World Health Organization's annual Northern Hemisphere influenza vaccine summit, most thought the Switzerland strain would be less pernicious this winter than a different strain from Texas. So when the group recommended which three strains of flu to include in the 2014–15 vaccine, this one didn't make the cut. READ MORE
 
Ebola cases tumble as WHO extends public health emergency 
Center for Infectious Disease Research and Policy 
Though Ebola cases in West Africa's outbreak region continue to drop sharply, infections are still occurring in some hot spots and posing a threat to other countries, with the World Health Organization announcing that the situation is still a public health emergency of international concern. In its weekly detailed overview of the outbreak, the WHO said Guinea, Liberia, and Sierra Leone reported only 145 confirmed cases over the past week, lifting the global outbreak total to 21,724 cases. For comparison, in the week before, the three countries reported 234 cases. READ MORE

IAEM-USA NEWS

Join the National Conversation on Homeland Security Technology 
IAEM 
The National Conversation on Homeland Security Technology is a series of online and in-person virtual discussions through the U.S. Department of Homeland Security's S&T Collaboration Community, designed to get people talking about how to innovate solutions for U.S. homeland security challenges. The National Conversation is intended to foster exchange between responders/operational users and innovators to generate sustainable homeland security solutions that will help keep our communities and those who protect them safe and resilient. The National Conversation addresses any issue related to homeland security technology capabilities. Topics include sensors, wearable technologies for responders, multi-directional situational awareness and decision-making, cybersecurity, screening, and community resilience. You are invited to join the conversation.

FEMA encourages young people to join Youth Preparedness Council 
IAEM 
FEMA announced it is seeking applicants for its Youth Preparedness Council. The Council supports FEMA's commitment to involving youth in preparedness-related activities and provides an opportunity for young people to offer their perspectives, feedback and insights on how to help make America more resilient. Council members are selected based on their dedication to public service, their efforts in making a difference in their communities, and their potential to expand their impact as national advocates for youth preparedness. As advocates for preparedness, Council members will complete a self-selected youth preparedness project and have the opportunity to share their opinions, ideas, solutions and questions about youth disaster preparedness with FEMA leadership and national organizations working on preparedness initiatives. Members also have the opportunity to brief FEMA officials on strategies, initiatives and projects throughout their one-year term. To apply, Youth Preparedness Council applicants must be 13 to 17 years old. They must also be engaged in individual and community preparedness or have experienced a disaster that motivated them to make a positive difference in their community. To be eligible for consideration, applicants must submit a completed application form and two letters of recommendation. Completed applications and all supporting materials must be received no later than March 2, 2015, 11:59 p.m. ET.

House holds disaster recovery hearing on Jan. 27 
IAEM 
On Jan. 27, 2015 the House Committee on Transportation and infrastructure, Subcommittee on Economic Development, Public Buildings, and Emergency Management held a hearing titled "Rebuilding after the Storm: Lessening the Impacts and Speeding Recovery." The video of the hearing, written statements of the witnesses, and the committee's summary of the subject matter are available here. The hearing focused on saving taxpayer dollars by lessening the impacts of disasters and strategies for speeding disaster recoveries. With this hearing, Chairman Barletta and the Subcommittee are launching an assessment of the rising costs of disasters, the cost effectiveness of disaster assistance, strategies to reduce disaster losses, and the appropriate roles of government and the private sector. As part of that process, the Subcommittee will also consider possible emergency management program reforms that can help save lives through improved alerts and warning systems and search and rescue. The witnesses included the FEMA administrator, a former FEMA administrator, an emergency management expert from the Congressional Research Service, a state emergency management director, and an assistant fire chief.

FBI releases alert on compromise of sensitive business and personal information 
IAEM 
The FBI Emergency Services Division has released an alert regarding the compromise/theft of sensitive business information and personally identifiable information from US commercial and government networks. The alert, which is posted here, provides details about the tools used by the cyber hackers and how you can protect your personal or business records. For more information, contact your FBI field office. 



DISASTER TECHNOLOGY NEWS

Military develops flying robot to rescue humans during natural disasters 
Science Recorder 
While lethal military drones may get more press, scientists have not let combat corner the market in unmanned flight technology. Regardless of application, one big hurdle in robotics has been combining flight and terrestrial mobility into one drone. However, a major step over this hurdle was described in a report published in the journal Bioinspiration and Biomimetics. READ MORE

How to confront the cybersecurity challenge 
CampusSafety 
In 2014 it became clear that no person, business or government is 100% immune to a cyberattack — regardless of the number of safe-guarding layers or how “off the grid” someone may think they are. That is the 30,000-foot view. Zooming in for a more granular perspective reveals the stakes and risks are particularly high for security professionals. Like everyone else, they must contend with personal and business cyber-threats to themselves and their families, as well as those to their organizations. However, they must also ensure the networked security solutions they deploy are as impervious to cybersecurity compromise as possible. READ MORE

Grounded: Drone Manufacturer DJI to prevent its drones from flying over Washington DC 
Forbes 
In an effort to combat wayward drone pilots, a leading manufacturer of consumer drones is taking action to prevent its drones from flying over sensitive areas, such as the White House. DJI, the Chinese-based company known for its white-shelled Phantom quadcopter, the same model that crashed on the White House grounds earlier this week, said it will release a mandatory firmware update to all Phantom drones that will restrict flight within a 15.5 mile radius centered around downtown Washington D.C. READ MORE

ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATE

Author and comedienne Jan McInnis to speaker at IAEM 63rd Annual Conference & EMEX in Clark County, Nevada 
IAEM 
Join fellow attendees on Monday, Nov. 16, 2015, during lunch at the IAEM 63rd Annual Conference with speaker and comedienne Jan McInnis, who will show you how to use humor to handle change. In her presentation, Jan will teach attendees how to instantly diffuse tension, kick off tough conversations and facilitate communications by using humor. Attendees will walk away laughing and learning as they discover the steps they can take to conquer, and even embrace, change. Inspired by fifteen years as a marketing director in the 9-to-5-world, Jan has cornered the association and corporate convention market. During the past 19 years on the full-time speaking circuit, she has spoken at hundreds of conferences, employee retreats and banquets held by such groups as Anthem Blue-Cross, the American Heart Association, the Federal Reserve Banks, and the Mayo Clinic. Jan was featured in The Wall Street Journal as one of the top convention comedians whose material is clean and in the Washington Post for her clean comedy writing. Jan has sold comedy material to just about everyone ... from "The Tonight Show" monologue, to greeting cards, hundreds of radio stations and even guests on "The Jerry Springer Show" (yes, some of it is staged), and she is the author of two books: "Finding the Funny Fast: How to Create Quick Humor to Connect with Clients, Coworkers and Crowds" and "Convention Comedian: Stories and Wisdom From Two Decades of Chicken Dinners and Comedy Clubs." 


EM RESOURCES

PHMSA and FEMA release new hazard mitigation guidance document for land use near pipelines 
IAEM 
Hazard Mitigation Planning: Practices for Land Use Planning and Development near Pipelines outlines best practices for communities to reduce risks from pipeline incidents, including those caused by natural hazards. It was prepared by Pipeline & Hazardous Materials Safety Administration's (PHMSA) Pipelines and Informed Planning Alliance (PIPA) Communications Team and is sponsored by PHMSA in coordination with FEMA as a primer for incorporating pipeline hazards into hazard mitigation plans. The guidance provides emergency managers, planners, and others involved with developing hazard mitigation plans with the knowledge and understanding of: how pipelines operate; the common products that may be transported through transmission pipelines; the potential impacts (risks) of pipeline incidents; and mitigation strategies they can implement to reduce these risks.

CDC releases NIOSH fact sheet on Ebola information for U.S. law enforcement professionals 
IAEM 
The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) has released a National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) fact sheet on "Ebola Information for Law Enforcement Professionals in the U.S." The fact sheet, which explains the risk of exposure and ways law enforcement personnel can protect themselves, is posted here. For further information, visit the CDC website.

Earthquakes, floods and volcanoes: The most disaster-prone places in America 
The Washington Post 
Fires. Floods. Storms. Hurricanes. Volcanoes! The Federal Emergency Management Agency has declared more than 3,000 disasters since 1953, covering the gamut of large-scale calamities ranging from tornadoes to terrorism, and everything in between. Since 1964, they've been tracking these disaster declarations at the county level. READ MORE

IAEM NEWS
	
IAEM Is the 1,000th Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador 
IAEM 
IAEM was announced as the I,000th Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador by National Weather Service Director, Dr. Louis W. Uccellini, who stated, "I'm excited to announce that we have reached a significant milestone in our efforts, with the recognition of our 1,000th WRN Ambassador, the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM). IAEM has been a key partner for years and has embodied the spirit of WRN at the local, state, national and international levels." The Weather-Ready Nation Ambassador™ initiative is the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration's (NOAA) effort to formally recognize NOAA partners who are improving the nation’s readiness, responsiveness, and overall resilience against extreme weather, water, and climate events. As a WRN Ambassador, partners commit to working with NOAA and other Ambassadors to strengthen national resilience against extreme weather. In effect, the WRN Ambassador initiative helps unify the efforts across government, nonprofits, academia, and private industry toward making the nation more ready, responsive, and resilient against extreme environmental hazards. Weather-Ready Nation (WRN) is a strategic outcome where society's response should be equal to the risk from all extreme weather, water, and climate hazards. 

IAEM-Global Editorial Work Group issues IAEM Bulletin call for articles on 'Consequence Management and Public Health' with deadline of Feb. 15 
IAEM 
The IAEM-Global Editorial Work Group is seeking articles for its first 2015 IAEM Bulletin special focus issue on the topic of "Consequence Management and Public Health." Examples of articles could include, but are not limited to: what emergency managers need to know about the difference between infectious diseases and contagious diseases; public health implications for emergency management programs; responding to pandemics; lessons learned; and international public health vs. emergency management issues. Article length is 750 to 1,500 words. Please read the author's guidelines before submitting an article, and email articles to Karen Thompson, editor, no later than Feb. 15, 2015.
NEW INSIGHTS

How to survive a disaster 
BBC News 
We haven't always had a clear picture of what people really do in emergencies. Engineers designing evacuation procedures used to assume that people respond immediately when they hear an alarm, smell smoke or feel their building shake or their boat begins to list. Yet as cases in recent decades began to show, the real challenge is getting them to move quickly enough. READ MORE

UK government: Yes, we can live well and avoid climate disaster 
The Guardian 
The world can enjoy higher standards of living and more travel, while drastically cutting emissions to avoid dangerous climate change — but only with sweeping changes to our infrastructure, the natural world and agriculture, a new analysis has found. The U.K. government analysis also assumes that billions of people will remain in dire poverty at mid-century, despite efforts to lift them to greater prosperity, as the population rises to an estimated nine billion people. READ MORE

CEM® NEWS

IAEM Prep Course helps individuals pursuing certification 
IAEM 
IAEM offers preparatory courses for individuals interested in pursuing the Certified Emergency Manager or Associate Emergency Manager designation. Offerings are listed on the IAEM website. Sign up now on the IAEM website to reserve your spot in one of these upcoming courses. 
Feb. 25, 2015 — EMS Today (Baltimore, MD) 
March 24, 2015 — IAEM Region 2 Conference (Long Beach, NY) 

All certification candidates sitting for exam beginning Feb. 1 will use the new exam 
IAEM 
All candidates taking the CEM®/AEM℠ Exam as of Feb. 1, 2015, will be given the updated exam. Candidates are reminded to study the resources in the Study Guide dated December 2014. 

SURVEY REQUESTS

Emergency Management Project Success Study needs your participation 
IAEM 
Be a part of a research study conducted at by a student at Capella University to determine if there is a relationship between project management critical success factors and the success of emergency management projects. This 10-15 minute survey will ask you about how you perceive ten project management critical success factors in relation to one of your current or recent emergency management projects. The use of project management methodologies is slowly expanding beyond the construction and IT industries into non-traditional industries such banking, healthcare, and government. Have these methods expanded into the emergency management industry? Follow this link to the survey and provide your input: Critical Success Factors in Emergency Management Projects.

AROUND THE WORLD

New England digs out from massive blizzard 
Reuters 
Millions in the Northeast started digging out from a powerful blizzard that dumped up to 3 feet of ssnow and led to coastal flooding around parts of the region, while largely bypassing New York City. Snow was forecast to continue falling in the area throughout the morning, although the National Weather Service had lifted blizzard and winter storm warnings across New England. READ MORE

Leaders in New York and New Jersey defend shutdown for a blizzard that wasn't 
The New York Times 
It was an unprecedented step for what became, in New York City, a common storm: For the first time in its 110-year history, the subway system was shut down because of snow. Transit workers, caught off guard by the shutdown that Gov. Andrew M. Cuomo announced, scrambled to grind the network to a halt within hours. Residents moved quickly to find places to stay, if they were expected at work the next day, or hustle home before service was curtailed and roads were closed. READ MORE

Climate forecast: More Southwest droughts and Australian floods 
National Geographic 
People living around the Pacific Ocean, including in parts of Asia, Australia and western North and South America, should expect wilder climate swings in the 21st century. Extreme versions of El Niño and La Niña, the sibling Pacific weather patterns that can translate into torrential rains or searing droughts, will likely occur nearly twice as often — approximately once every decade — if greenhouse gases continue increasing on their current trajectory, an international team of scientists has concluded. READ MORE

Did someone forward this edition to you? Subscribe here -- it's free!

· Journal of Emergency Management (JEM)

ABSTRACTS - November/December 2014, Volume 12, Number 6
	
Lessons learned from The Great East Japan Earthquake: The need for disaster preparedness in the area of disaster mental health for children
Shuei Kozu, MSW, MHA
Hiroaki Homma, MD
November/December 2014; pages 431-439

Information and communication technology: Connecting the public and first responders during disasters
Michelle M. Buzzelli, MS, CHES
Paula Morgan, BA
Alexander G. Muschek, BA
Gavin Macgregor-Skinner, BVSc, MSc, MPH, MRCVS
November/December 2014; pages 441-447

Problems of preparedness and its promotion in Germany
Henning Goetz Goersch, MA, PhD 
November/December 2014; pages 450-456

Volunteers and professional rescue workers: Traumatization and adaptation after an avalanche disaster
Helga Arnfridur Haraldsdóttir, Cand Psych
Drifa Gudmundsdóttir, PhD
Eugenia Romano, MSc
Edda Björk Þórðardóttir, BA
Berglind Guðmundsdóttir, MSc
Ask Elklit, MSc 
November/December 2014; pages 457-466

Category change and risk perception: Hurricane Irene and coastal North Carolina
William Pace, MA
Burrell Montz, PhD 
November/December 2014; pages 467-477

Modeling operators' emergency response time for chemical processing operation 
Susan L. Murray, PhD
Emrah Harputlu, MS
Ray A. Mentzer, PhD
M. Sam Mannan, PhD 
November/December 2014; pages 479-486
	
· Natural Hazards Observer, Volume XXXIX Number 3, January 2015 
Rebuild by Design
Lessons learned from the evaluation of HUD’s post-Sandy resilience design competition
By Carlos Martín
Aceh Revisited 
Ten years after the Indian Ocean tsunami - A photo essay by Rein Skullerud
Aceh’s Long Road to Recovery 
The successes and limitations of the 2004 tsunami recovery efforts By Elke Weesjes
Always on Alert
Tsunami sentinels in the Indian Ocean By Nirmal Ghosh
Greener Airports
Climate action in the aviation sector
Ground Wars: The Empire State Strikes Frack
The ongoing controversy over hydraulic fracturing in New York By Stacia Ryder
Librarian’s Pick
Conferences and Training
Announcements

· New York Citizen Corps Communications Network, January 21, 2015

NYC Citizen Corps and Other Initiatives

CERT Cycle 23 Graduation - December 2014  
On December 15th, 191 Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) volunteers celebrated their graduation after completing a 10-week program in disaster preparedness and basic emergency response. NYC Emergency Management Commissioner Joseph Esposito joined FDNY Chief of Department James Leonard, NYPD Chief of Patrol Carlos Gomez, and Chief Service Officer for NYC Service Paula Gavin in presiding over the graduation ceremony and the presentation of the annual John D. Solomon Award for Exemplary Service in Emergency Preparedness and Education, which was awarded to William Fasbender of Queens 4 CERT. Please click here to view some highlights of the evening. 

Resources

FEMA's Disaster Assistance Improvement Program (DAIP)
FEMA's Disaster Assistance Improvement Program (DAIP) has released a new website (DisasterAssistance.gov) to help survivors navigate the disaster recovery process. DAIP helps survivors by shortening the time required to apply for assistance and reducing the number of forms that need to be completed. Survivors can also upload documents, check the status of their application, access information and resources, all through the website. On DisasterAssistance.gov, survivors can: 

1. Find more than 70 forms of assistance from 17 federal agencies; 
1. Get the latest information on declared disaster such as wildfires, hurricanes, floods and earthquakes; 
1. Find information about evacuating; accessing shelter, food, water and medical services; and assistance locating loved ones and pets; 
1. Locate local resources in and around the whole community; and 
1. Share resources via social media.  

Visit www.DisasterAssistance.gov today and check out the information available. Spread the word to your loved ones, and be prepared to know where to find assistance before a disaster happens!  

Upcoming Events

February 4th and 11th - Safe and Effective Flood Response
The World Cares Center will be presenting an extensive four-hour workshop in two-parts on the hazards faced in home and communities following a flood disaster alongside safe and effective methods of hazard control and mitigation. Through the comprehensive presentation, participants emerge as Ready Responders capable of safely and effectively taking part in a flood recovery effort. For more information and to register, please click here.

February 12th - What Large-Scale Planned Events can Teach us About Inclusive Planning for Disasters: Lessons Learned from the 2014 World Series Championship Parade & Civic Celebration in San Francisco
The ADA National Network hosts a webar beginning at 2:30pm. Using the case study of a large-scale planned public event, participants will understand the necessary steps in pre-planning to ensure the inclusion and safety of people with disabilities and seniors; review public information dissemination and other strategies to ensure effective communication before and during a large-scale event, and draw the common themes between large-scale events and disasters, and use them as an opportunity to practice disaster response.
For more information or to register, please visit  http://adapresentations.org/schedule.php

February 24th - Healthy Homes and Disaster Recovery - Bridging Gaps to Help Residents
The U.S. Dept. of Housing and Urban Development's (HUD) Office of Lead Hazard Control and Healthy Homes (OLHCHH) hosts this one-day workshop to connect with national leaders and existing resources for post-natural disaster recovery and rebuilding. This hands-on event is an opportunity to engage federal agencies and stakeholders in discussing healthy homes concepts across a wide range of natural disasters. The goal is to identify ways to better integrate resources, develop consistent messaging, and build partnerships. Event location: U.S. HUD Weaver Building - Brooke-Mondale Auditorium in Washington D.C.
Space is limited - Register today.
*Please note: If you are unable to attend this event in-person, a live broadcast will be available.

February 25th - Commodity Distribution Point Training Program
The Commodity Distribution Point (CDP) Program is a coordinated, City-led operation to distribute temporarily unavailable life-sustaining commodities such as food, water, ice, and baby formula to the public following an emergency or disaster that disrupts access to traditional supply chains. Primary CDP sites have been identified throughout the five boroughs, one in each community district, to use as points of distribution. NYC Emergency Management is looking to build a team of trained individuals who may be called upon to volunteer at one of these CDP sites during an emergency response. NYC Emergency Management will be hosting monthly CDP trainings for interested volunteers from January to June 2015. You only have to attend ONE session. Event is from 6:30pm-8:30pm. 
Please click this link to register.

March 3rd-4th - Integrating Access and Functional Needs into Emergency Planning
Sponsored by the Emergency Management Institute (Emmitsburg, MD), this two-day course will train emergency planners how to include disability-and functional needs--inclusive practices in emergency preparedness, response, and recovery plans. Lessons will define disabilities and access and functional needs, identify resources to assist in planning for adults and children with disabilities, and raise awareness of the importance of inclusive practices. Continuing health education credits are available. Cost and Registration: Free, register before January 6, 2015. For more information and pre-course requirements, please visit the website.

March 4th - NYS Prepare Citizen Preparedness Training
New York State is offering two-hour training sessions for residents to have the tools and resources to prepare for any type of disaster, respond accordingly and recover as quickly as possible to per-disaster conditions. Each family participating will receive a free Citizen Preparedness Corps Responder Starter Kits. his event will be held Wednesday, 3/4 at LaGuardia Community College (31-10 Thomson Ave., Long Island City) from 2pm to 4pm. To register, please visit http://prepare.ny.gov/    

March 24-25th - Volunteer Disaster Chaplain Training Course
The Metropolitan College of New York, Emergency & Disaster Management Program, through a training partnership with the National Disaster Interfaiths Network, invites religious leaders, spiritual caregivers of all faiths, emergency managers, and disaster mental health professionals to take this two-day Disaster Chaplain Training. This training is being co-sponsored by NYDIS (New York Disaster Interfaith Services). New York City area participants who complete this certification can volunteer as disaster chaplains with NYDIS. NDIN can also assist unaffiliated volunteers in finding disaster spiritual care volunteer opportunities in local communities across the United States. For more information, please click here for training brochure and tuition. To register, please click here.



· The Silver Lining Circular – A Monthly Open Source Listing of Notable Publications on International Security, War/Conflict, Disasters and Complex All-Hazard Emergencies

 January 2015: Volume-1 / Number-8

“Inter-Agency Humanitarian Evaluation of the Response to Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines”– this 77-page report addresses the response to this emergency through “… an inter-agency humanitarian evaluation (IAHE) of the extent to which planned collective objectives set in the strategic response plan (SRP) have been met. It also assesses the extent to which response mechanisms of the Humanitarian Programme Cycle and Transformative Agenda have successfully supported the response. The evaluation considers the overall inter-agency response within the scope of Humanitarian Country Team (HCT) coordination. It does not evaluate the government response nor is it intended to replace agency or sector- specific evaluations. Rather it aims to add value by a focus on the collective results and learning from the overall inter-agency response.” Web Site: http://www.humanitarianinfo.org/iasc/pageloader.aspx?page=content-news-newsdetails&newsid=172 
	
“Disaster Law Working Paper Series Paper No. 3: Normative Frameworks’ Role in Addressing Gender-Based Violence in Disaster Settings” – Published this month by the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent Societies (IFRC), this paper explores the issue “… of gender-based violence (GBV) in disaster settings from a legal perspective and address how both national and international legal frameworks address this issue or how could they be used to address it. Part A will attempt to define GBV and describe its scope. Part B will present a brief overview of the international normative framework for GBV… Part C will then discuss women’s increased vulnerability following a disaster. Part C will also explain issues related to the response to GBV incidents. Using Haiti as a case study, Part D will describe GBV prevalence after the 2010 earthquake, analyses Haiti legal framework related to GBV and present an example of legal action undertaken to address the issue. Part E will finally offer suggestions to improve the condition of women in disaster settings.” Web Site: http://www.ifrc.org/PageFiles/189264/Mireille%20Le%20Ngoc%20Working%20Paper%20GBV%20(final).pdf 
	
“Humanitarian Needs Assessment: The Good Enough Guide” – Issued this month by the Emergency Capacity Building Project Assessment Capacities Project during the early days and weeks after a disaster. Needs assessment is essential for programme planning, monitoring and evaluation. ‘Good enough’ does not mean second best. Following the same principles as previous Good Enough Guides published by the ECB, good enough here means choosing a simple solution rather than a complicated one. Comments and feedback were received from over 150 individuals and organisations, all of which strengthened the content of the guide significantly.” (ECB) and the (ACAPS), this 108-page guide focuses on what “…assistance do disaster-affected communities need when timely and competent assessment is crucial for informed decision making
http://www.acaps.org/img/documents/h-humanitarian-needs-assessment-the-good-enough-guide.pdf 

“Modeling Psychosocial Decision Making in Emergency Operations Centres” – this 24-page study examines how “…EOC personnel make operational, strategic and “big picture” decisions in contexts characterized by high stakes, time-pressure and limited resources and time… in particular, decisions that bear on the psychological and social well-being of responders and community members. In this study, we analyze decisions made in a simulated EOC, using a qualitative paradigm … [addressing] (1) are decisions made in the EOC predominantly intuitive or deliberative? (2) is there a model that accurately reflects the observed decision making that could inform the development of training and education?” Web Site: http://www.ijmed.org/articles/665/download/ 

“Everything Always Works: Continuity as a Source of Disaster Preparedness Problems” – this 31-page paper contends that “…disaster managers and scholars will continue to grapple with the issues associated with public preparedness as long as people in risk areas continue to experience their everyday lives as safe and predictable. This is closely tied to the pervasive need for social actors to maintain a sense of continuity in everyday life otherwise known as ontological security…the notion of a potential catastrophe presents as an ontological crisis that impedes people’s preparedness practices on both organizational and individual levels. It also demonstrates how the very idea of preparedness as directly connected to successful response is a product of the particular societal context of a risk area.” Web Site: http://www.ijmed.org/articles/663/download/

“Philippines Disaster Management Reference Handbook” – Recently released by the Center for Excellence in Disaster Management and Humanitarian Assistance (CFE-DMHA), this 137-page handbook “…is designed to provide decision makers, planners and responders a comprehensive understanding of in-country disaster management plans and structures, including information on key domestic disaster response entities, basic country background, and local and international humanitarian organizations present in the country. A basic overview of the health situation in the country and disease surveillance is also included. Information on UN agencies, international Non-governmental Organizations (NGOs), major local NGOs, and key U.S. agencies and programs in the country, are also provided.” Web Link: http://www.coe-dmha.org/shared/pdf/disaster-mgmt-ref-hbks/disaster-mgmt-ref-hdbk-2015-philippines.pdf

“Managing Disaster Risks for a Resilient Future: A Work Plan for the Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery 2015 – 2017” – Issued this month by Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR - a global partnership initiative managed by the World Bank), this 70-page work plan provides “…an update on the Work Plan FY14-16 endorsed after the 14th GFDRR Consultative Group (CG) meeting in May 2013. This is GFDRR’s second multi-year work planning exercise, and this document will continue to be updated annually under a rolling three-year planning cycle to reflect the status of deliverables and resources, as well as changes in strategic focus. The ‘Work Plan’ responds to priorities articulated by disaster-prone countries based on GFDRR’s established relationships with partners through its portfolio of projects.” https://www.gfdrr.org/sites/gfdrr/files/publication/Updated%20GFDRR%20Work%20Plan%202015-17%2010.24.14_0.pdf 

“Countering Nuclear Commodity Smuggling: A System of Systems” – Recently made available to the public (November 2014) by the James Martin Center for Nonproliferation Studies, this very in-depth report seeks to “…provide a comprehensive overview of current U.S. and international mechanisms for combating trade in nuclear-weapon-relevant goods intended to support national nuclear weapon programs, referred as “nuclear commodity smuggling.” By consolidating and examining all major components of this wide-ranging and multifaceted nonproliferation effort in a single report, the study aims to provide U.S. officials and other readers with a better understanding of this complex undertaking and identify opportunities to further strengthen it. Eight specific systems contributing to the anti-nuclear-commodity-smuggling enterprise are discussed in the body of this study.” Web Site: 
http://www.nonproliferation.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/10/cns_occasional_paper_no_20_web.pdf 

“Rethinking the Unthinkable: Why Failures of Imagination, Projection, and Strategy Court Nuclear Catastrophe” –Issued via the London Center for Policy Research, this 23-page transcript of John C. Wohlstetter’s lecture was given at the Union League Club, NYC, addressing the concepts of “black swans” and “white doves” within the nuclear threat intelligence context “…the term “black swan” refers to seemingly improbable events that nonetheless happen, especially at times when universal assumptions run against their occurrence. “White doves” arise when we project our cultural values onto people in alien cultures - an analytical fallacy called ‘mirror-imaging’. Logicians explain this as the projecting of one’s “personal feelings, beliefs, or attitudes” onto another person, without supporting empirical evidence.” There are many insight and observations which have applicability to other non-nuclear potential threats and vulnerabilities.” Web Site:http://www.londoncenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Rethinking-the-Unthinkable-Why-Failures-of-Imagination-Projection-and-Strategy-Court-Nuclear-Catastrophe-by-John-Wohlstetter-January-21st-2015.pdf

“Strong, Safe, and Resilient: Strategic Policy Guide for Disaster Risk Management (DRM) in East Asia and the Pacific” – Released in February 2013 by the World Bank, this book-length publication addresses “…managing risk and building resilience as part of an incremental and iterative process, depending on the country context, specific needs, and capacities, are essential. An assessment of the levels of risk, a cost-benefit analysis of available interventions, and an inventory of existing capacity and financial resources can guide decision makers in the prioritization of the recommendations presented in this report. In the context of complex networks and systems, a range of measures, including retrofitting critical infrastructure at risk, enforcing stringent building standards, strong institutional coordination and emergency procedures, and appropriate disaster risk-financing and insurance instruments, can help societies to live with disaster hazards without catastrophic consequences. Improved weather forecasting and early warning systems have led to striking results in reducing mortality risk.” Web Site: http://documents.worldbank.org/curated/en/2013/02/17423304/strong-safe-resilient-s-strategic-policy-guide-disaster-risk-management-east-asia-pacific 

“Gendered Crises, Gendered Responses The Necessity and Utility of a Gender Perspective in Armed Conflicts and Natural Disasters: An Introductory Overview” – Issued in January 2013 by the Australian Civil-Military Centre (ACMC), this 76-page paper “… is intended to be an educational and awareness-raising resource for those who are beginning to engage with gender issues in crisis environments, whether they are civilian, military or police. It examines gender dimensions commonly observed in conflict and disaster environments, such as differences in casualty trends, risks, threats, vulnerabilities, needs, opportunities and stresses. It provides examples of the operational benefits of a gender perspective and the harmful consequences resulting from the absence of a gender perspective.”
https://www.acmc.gov.au/wp-content/uploads/2014/09/Gendered-Crises-Gendered-Responses.pdf 
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Employment Information: 

· University of South Florida – Emergency Management Officer

The University of South Florida is pleased to announce that we are seeking applicants for an Emergency Management Officer to support the USF System's growing emergency management program.  This position will report to the Emergency and Safety Manager and will be located in the Environmental Health and Safety Division at the Tampa campus.

DUTIES:
This position will support the USF Emergency and Safety Manager through prevention, protection, response, recovery, and mitigation programs for the USF System.  Coordination and composition of emergency plans, including the University's Comprehensive Emergency Management Plan and Continuity of Operations Plan will be important job functions of this position.  The Emergency Management Officer will also coordinate public outreach and training opportunities to enhance preparedness of the USF System community and prepare program reports, standard operating procedures, and department policies.  Additionally, this position will develop, implement, and evaluate University and department emergency exercises and drills and develop After Action Reports and Corrective Action Plans using the Homeland Security Exercise and Evaluation Program process. The Emergency Management Officer will support the Emergency and Safety Manager during emergency operations, both on-scene and from the USF!

Emergency Operations Center. This position is mission critical to the University and is required to be on-call.

The position is being advertised as a Safety and Compliance Officer.  For additional information and to apply, please access the following link: https://gems.fastmail.usf.edu:4440/psp/gemspro-tam/EMPLOYEE/HRMS/c/HRS_HRAM.HRS_APP_SCHJOB.GBL?Page=HRS_APP_SCHJOB&Action=U&FOCUS=Applicant&SiteId=1

Thank you and have a classic weekend, 

Barbara

Barbara L. Johnson
Higher Education Program Assistant
FEMA/EMI/NETC
Department of Homeland Security
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452
Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

 “FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”

FEMA and the EMI Higher Education Program do not endorse any non-government Web sites, companies or applications.   


