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Higher Education Program News:

· 16th Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium, June 2-5, 2014.  
The 16th Emergency Management Higher Education Symposium is scheduled for June 2-5, 2014.  Plenary, breakout sessions and workshops are once again on the schedule.  More symposium information will be posted on the Higher Education website in the next few months including call for papers and presentations and registration information.  https://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu/ 

Questions or concerns about the symposium should be sent to Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov.  

· CALL FOR ABSTRACTS - FIRST EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT THEORY AND RESEARCH WORKSHOP
Monday June 2, 2014 – 16th Annual EM Hi Ed Symposium 

Most established academic disciplines have research conferences wherein advances in theory development and new research findings or data from research underway are shared. This sharing creates the opportunity for researchers to receive feedback on their work; new knowledge to be disseminated amongst scholars; and, for the scholars to in turn build on this new knowledge through their own research and/or share the new knowledge with students in higher education programs. This sharing also provides the opportunity for those conducting research to receive peer feedback on their work, offer presentations that are meaningful for achieving tenure, and develop synergies that will enhance scholarship in the field. 

As of this year, emergency management has such a research conference. 

The FEMA Higher Education Program welcomes EM student and faculty scholars to submit abstracts to present at this year’s Workshop to be held Monday, June 2 at the Emergency Management Institute in Emmitsburg, Maryland the day before the 2014 FEMA Higher Education Symposium. 

Abstracts for research presentations that fall within the following categories are welcomed:  advances in theory, analysis based on a literature review, results of basic research, or results of applied research. 

THE DEADLINE FOR ABSTRACT SUBMISSION IS April 7, 2014. You can submit your abstract for consideration at: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/EMTandRWorkshop 

Guidelines for Submission:
1. Ensure your proposed presentation fits into one of the categories identified above. 
2. Please ensure that your abstract clearly describes what your presentation will address.
3. Ensure that your proposed presentation can be delivered within a 20-30 minute time period. 

Workshop Selection Process:
A. Selection of abstracts for presentation at the Workshop will be made based on four criteria this year: 
1. Clarity of what the presentation would address based on the abstract submitted
2. A desire to ensure that all presentations reflect work contributing to the development of the academic discipline of emergency management
3. The number of abstracts received versus the amount of time available for the workshop
4. A desire to balance presentations across the categories in which submissions have been requested
B. Decisions regarding submitted abstracts will be made the week of April 7-11, 2014.
C. Notification of selection will be sent the week of April 14-18, 2014 along with additional information to assist Workshop presenters in the development of their presentation.

PLEASE CONTACT JESSICA JENSEN WITH ANY QUESTIONS ABOUT THE THEORY AND RESEARCH WORKSHOP AT JA.JENSEN@NDSU.EDU OR 701-219-4293.

Intern and Scholarship Opportunities: 

· Opportunity for Grad Students & Postdocs - Heidelberg Laureate Forum--Deadline: Monday, March 3, 2014 at 12:00 pm, Eastern Time
The National Science Foundation (NSF) and Oak Ridge Associated Universities (ORAU) are pleased to announce that they will sponsor a maximum of 20 young researchers to attend the 2nd annual Heidelberg Laureate Forum in Heidelberg, Germany, from September 21 through 26, 2014. NSF and ORAU invite your institution to nominate graduate students and postdoctoral researchers to be members of the U.S. Delegation to this prestigious meeting.

The first Heidelberg Laureate Forum (HLF) was held in 2013 bringing together winners of the Fields Medal, Abel Prize, Turing Award, and Rolf Nevanlinna Prize with young researchers in Heidelberg, Germany on the campus of the University of Heidelberg. It is anticipated that about 200 young researchers from around the world will attend the weeklong meeting in 2014. There are formal lectures in the morning, and the remainder of the day is set aside for the young researchers to meet informally with the Laureate scientists, as well as with their peers from around the world. 

U.S. delegation members will receive all business-related expenses to attend the HLF along with some additional benefits. We are seeking applicants from U.S. institutions and meet the criteria set forth by ORAU and HLF. We are especially interested in receiving nominations from a diverse group of students, including women, minorities and people with disabilities. Specific eligibility criteria and a nomination form may be found on our web site: http://www.orau.org/hlf. All applicants to the U.S. delegation must also apply to attend to the HLF Foundation at http://www.heidelberg-laureate-forum.org/call-for-application.

All nominations must be submitted before Monday, March 3, 2014 at 12:00 pm, Eastern Time.  We know this is a short time period but the HLF has a hard deadline for the completion of all nominations. Further information about the program, including the Web site for submission of nominations, can be found online at http://www.orau.org/hlf. 

If you have any questions or need further information, please contact: Samuel  Held, Program Manager, ORAU
hlf2014@orau.org, 865-576-8223 office

Employment Opportunities: 

· Deputy Superintendent, GS- 0301-15

A vacancy announcement has been posted for a Deputy Superintendent, GS- 0301-15 in the Department of Homeland Security (DHS), Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA), National Preparedness Directorate (NPD), and Center for Domestic Preparedness (CDP).  

DEU (All U.S. Citizens)
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/360935800

Merit Promotion
https://www.usajobs.gov/GetJob/ViewDetails/360934600

[bookmark: s]Emergency Management/Homeland Security News:

· 5th International Disaster and Risk Conference IDRC Davos 2014
The 5th International Disaster and Risk Conference IDRC Davos 2014 serves as the science & technology input platform for the post-2015 framework for Disaster Risk Reduction (HFA2) and provides recommendations towards the UN World Conference on Disaster Risk Reduction in Sendai, Japan, in March 2015 on achievements, gaps and needs in science and technology for Disaster Risk Reduction (DRR).

Provide your input towards risk reduction and the HFA2 by submitting your abstract via the dedicated call for abstracts portal on the IDRC website: http://idrc.info.  Submission deadline is 28th February 2014.

· 28th Annual Governor’s Hurricane Conference - May 11 – 16, 2014
At the Rosen Centre Hotel and Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida

Just a reminder that the deadline for Student Scholarship Application submittal is Friday, February 21st.  Please visit the portal website at: http://ghc.cdrp.net/ and submit your application today!

· Disaster Information Management Research Center, February 12, 2014
*Selections from over 100 e-sources*
*Follow NLM_DIMRC on Twitter:  http://twitter.com/NLM_DIMRC * 

***World Health Organization (WHO) Providing Open Access to all Publications*** 
WHO provides access to the numerous items they have authored and published through their website, under the belief that access to information is a basic right that supports better decision making. A new policy that will be effective July 2014 requires that any WHO authored or WHO-funded research published in non-WHO publications, such as journals and books, must also be made freely available to all.  

Press Release: http://www.who.int/about/who_reform/change_at_who/issue4/information-sharing/en/index.html 
WHO Publications: http://www.who.int/publications/en/ 
WHO Institutional Repository: http://apps.who.int/iris/ 

***Libraries Have a Role in Community Preparedness and Response Efforts*** 
Dan Wilson, Coordinator for the National Network of Libraries of Medicine Emergency Preparedness & Response Initiative was the keynote speaker at the Libraries of Gloucester, Salem, and Cumberland Information Network (LOGIN) meeting in West Deptford, NJ. He spoke about the need for libraries to be prepared, and also encouraged libraries to increase their readiness capabilities so they are ready to respond.
http://nnlm.gov/ep/2014/02/10/opal-for-login-meeting-report/ 

*** ASPR Collaboration Community Forum***
This community public forum was developed by the U.S. Health and Human Services Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) to allow stakeholders to discuss and share individual ideas about public health and medical emergency preparedness, response, and recovery.
http://phegov.ideascale.com/

***Research Study Involving Health Care Providers Who Have Responded to a Disaster***
World Association for Disaster and Emergency Medicine (WADEM)
University of Tennessee-Knoxville
Disaster Responders are sought for a research study exploring stress in nurses/nurse practitioners, physicians, physician assistants, mental health workers, paramedics, and emergency medical technicians from any country who have responded to one or more major disasters or humanitarian relief events. Research is being conducted at the University of Tennessee-Knoxville (USA) by WADEM member and doctoral candidate Suzanne Boswell. Residents from any country are welcome to complete an online survey and participate in an optional interview.
http://www.wadem.org/documents/responder_stress_study.pdf 

***Now Trending on Twitter***
Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response (ASPR) 
This web-based application developed by ASPR searches open source Twitter data for health topics and delivers analyses of that data for both a specified geographic area and the national level. Data is displayed as word clouds of the top conditions and locations being Tweeted about in the last two weeks. The information available on this website is intended for health departments and other health entities to use in multiple ways, such as serving as an indicator of potential health issues emerging in the population, building a baseline of trend data, engaging the public on trending health topics, or cross-referencing other data sources. 
http://nowtrending.hhs.gov/ 

***Web-based Software Tools to Assist Hospitals and Emergency Responders*** 
Johns Hopkins National Center for the Study of Preparedness and Catastrophic Event Response (PACER) has developed three web-based software tools to assist hospitals and emergency responders to prepare for disasters. These applications allow users to run through a number of scenarios that help them determine the need for supplies and resources during emergency and disaster events. 
Apps Website: https://www.pacerapps.org/ 
Press Release: http://www.healthnewsdigest.com/news/Forecast_630/Johns-Hopkins-Scientists-Launch-Advanced-Disaster-Planning-and-Flu-Forecasting-Apps.shtml 

*** Working and Sustaining the Virtual “Disaster Desk”***
Project Epic
December 9, 2013
This paper outlines the growth of Humanity Road from a group of geographically dispersed volunteers supporting the relief effort after the 2010 Haiti earthquake to the non-profit organization that now formally supports emergency management through social media efforts. There are roles for librarians and information specialists in disaster response; this article describes an existing organization that makes use of volunteers with skills librarians have to offer.  
http://epic.cs.colorado.edu/wp-content/uploads/cscw2013_final.pdf 

***Monitoring Healthcare Delivery System Stressors*** 
The Office of the Assistant Secretary for Preparedness and Response monitors the healthcare delivery system in an effort to determine ongoing issues that can lead to reduced capabilities of systems to respond to emergencies.  The difficulty some healthcare organizations are currently experiencing obtaining adequate quantities of injectable 0.9% sodium chloride (normal saline) serves as a recent example of such an issue. You can review some resources that offer some information about the current normal saline situation, along with guidance which may assist providers in managing resource shortfalls. 
* The Food and Drug Administration’s (FDA) current drug shortages web page: http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/DrugShortages/default.htm 
* FDA statement on fluid shortage here: http://www.fda.gov/Drugs/DrugSafety/ucm382255.htm
* The American Society of Health-System Pharmacists (AHSP) list of current drug shortages: http://www.ashp.org/DrugShortages/Current/
* ASHP Information specific to 0.9% Sodium Chloride for Injection can be found here: http://www.ashp.org/DrugShortages/Current/Bulletin.aspx?id=993
* The Association of State and Territorial Health Officials’ (ASTHO) 2012 report Coping with and Mitigating the Effects of Shortages of Emergency Medications: http://www.ems.gov/pdf/2013/ASTHO_Shortages_of_Emergency_Meds.pdf

***Webinar Series on e-Government Resources: May 25 Session on Roles for Libraries in Disasters***
The American Library Association (ALA) and the Information Policy & Access Center (iPAC) at the University of Maryland at College Park announced the re-launch of Lib2Gov, an online e-government resource for librarians. As part of the launch, they will host a webinar series beginning February 26th dealing with a number of topics to help libraries to better meet the e-government needs of their users.  Save May 15th for the webinar on roles for libraries and librarians in disasters.  
Lib2Gov website: http://www.lib2gov.org/ 
Webinar series: http://www.lib2gov.org/webinars 

*** On the Lighter Side***
Valentine’s Day Preparedness e-Card
The American Public Health Association has developed a series of e-Cards as part of its “Get Ready” campaign to help people prepare for disasters and hazards. This month, they have added an e-card for Valentine’s Day. Send someone you love a message of preparedness!
http://www.getreadyforflu.org/ecard.htm 

***New in the Resource Guide***
http://disasterlit.nlm.nih.gov/latest/?pg=&pgSize=&period=14

Three Guides for Pandemic Influenza Planning
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Office of Public Health Preparedness and Response
A series of three discussion guides were developed to assist emergency managers, hospital staff and public health departments to develop, modify and assess their healthcare preparedness plans. 
http://go.usa.gov/BUKH 

For your own subscription, sign up at http://disasterinfo.nlm.nih.gov/dimrc/dimrclistserv.html

· IAEM Dispatch, February 13, 2014

IAEM-USA NEWS

Action needed: Survey on return on investment for Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) funding IAEM 
IAEM-USA is conducting our seventh annual survey seeking information from U.S. local and tribal government emergency management offices about the value of Emergency Management Performance Grant (EMPG) funding. IAEM-USA and NEMA are partnering to offer Congress a joint report demonstrating the return on investment for EMPG. NEMA has collected information on state activities and IAEM-USA is collecting local and tribal data through Feb. 25. Local government and tribal emergency managers are encouraged to take a few minutes to complete the electronic survey. The link to the electronic survey, the details of the survey request, and a copy of the survey (to assist in gathering information) are located on the IAEM website under Government Affairs news.

IAEM NEWS

IAEM Bulletin call for articles extended to Feb. 17, 2014 IAEM 
The submissions deadline for the IAEM Bulletin special focus issue on "What Is the New Normal?" has been extended to Monday, Feb. 17, 2014, 5:00 p.m. Eastern time. The IAEM Editorial Work Group is interested in articles defining what the "new normal" is for you, exploring the "new normal" in your community, how it has affected your community, what needs to be done, and the challenges that you're facing as a result. The "new normal" may be different in different states or provinces, and different among countries. Your article might focus on climate change, social media, new technology, economic changes, or any area in which you are confronted by the "new normal." Please read the IAEM Bulletin Author's Guidelines, and keep your articles at no more than 750 words. Email article submissions to Karen Thompson, IAEM Bulletin Editor, no later than Feb. 17, 2014.

CEM® UPDATE

Plan now to participate in an upcoming prep course and CEM®/AEM℠ Exam IAEM 
CEM®/AEM℠ candidates should mark their calendars for the upcoming Prep Course and Exam offerings: 
1. Brier, Wash — Mar. 6 (Exam only; deadline to register is Feb. 21.)
1. Buffalo, N.Y. — Mar. 14 (Deadline to register is Feb. 25.)
1. Atlantic City, N.J. — May 5 (Deadline to register is Apr. 18.)
1. Lake Charles, La. — May 5 (Exam only; deadline to register is Apr. 18.)
1. San Antonio, Texas — May 12-13 (Deadline to register is Apr. 28.)
1. Savannah, Ga. — May 19 (Deadline to register is May 5.)
1. Garden City, N.Y. — June 14 (Deadline to register is May 26.)
Registration details are posted on the IAEM website. A minimum of 10 participants is required for courses to proceed. The cost of the prep course is $495. Candidates interested in taking the exam must also pay the certification fee ($395 for IAEM Members; $595 for non-IAEM members). 

Certification examination study note IAEM 
CEM®/AEM℠ candidates should note that the exam is organized according to the NFPA 1600 Standard on Disaster/Emergency Management and Business Continuity Programs. The current exam is based on the 2007 version. IAEM will post a revised study guide brochure once the exam is updated. Get the current study guide now.

IAEM-STUDENT NEWS

Student Council Announces 2014 Student Essay Contest IAEM 
In October 2012, seven Italian officials were convicted of manslaughter for "providing false reassurance" prior to the 2009 L'Aquila earthquake. The conviction, currently under appeal included sentences of six years in prison and fines of €7.8M. Reports of the convictions shocked the scientific and emergency management community and raises questions to whether this can happen elsewhere and what can be done to prevent or mitigate such convictions in the future. In order to raise awareness of this event, the Global Student Council is launching an essay contest to see if this could potentially happen elsewhere. Download the contest flyer here with complete information and requirements. The deadline for entries is Apr. 30, 2014. A panel of academics, practitioners and a member of the IAEM Global Student Council will select both an undergraduate and graduate winner. Each winner will be provided with a complimentary registration and cover hotel costs for the 2014 IAEM Annual Conference in San Antonio, Texas.

ANNUAL CONFERENCE UPDATE

Get conference updates in the February Conference Call newsletter IAEM 
The February issue of The Conference Call is available. Download the issue to get information on the Call for Speaker, a new spouse program, conference hospitality and what to do in San Antonio. Watch the IAEM Conference page for future issue and new information on the 62nd Annual Conference & EMEX in San Antonio, Texas, Nov. 14-19,2014. 

Last Call: IAEM Annual Conference call for speakers closes Friday, Feb. 21, 2014 IAEM 
Submit your abstract by Friday, Feb. 21, 2014, 5:00 p.m. Eastern time, to be considered for a breakout session at the IAEM 62nd Annual Conference & EMEX, Nov. 14-19, 2014, San Antonio, Texas. The conference theme is "Emergency Management: Navigating the New Normal." Review the Speaker Guidance for all the requirements, and submit your presentation today. 

EM NEWS

BC Management's 12th annual BCM compensation study deadline is Mar. 15, 2014 IAEM 
Those who participate in BC Managements 12th Annual Compensation Study will receive a complimentary copy of the report. The survey closes on Mar. 15, 2014. In addition to compensation, the study is collecting data on the skill sets within the profession, breakout of certifications, what's in demand by employers, forecasting future trends. 

TIEMS issues second call for papers IAEM 
The International Emergency Management Society (TIEMS) has published its second call for papers for the TIEMS 2014 USA Conference. This version includes the keynotes and also the other papers submitted so far, as well as additional relevant information for participants. Download here. The TIEMS 2014 USA Conference, on "Global Response for Capacity Building of Disaster Preparedness," will take place July 11-13, 2014, in Hattiesburg, Miss. 

University of California invites participants for mass fatality survey IAEM 
The University of California, San Francisco School of Medicine, is conducting a large-scale study of representatives from local and state emergency management offices regarding mass fatality incidents. Completion of the survey, which was developed with expert national leaders in mass fatality incidents, will help offices of emergency management to systematically review their key capabilities with respect to mass fatalities. All summary results will be posted on the study's website at the conclusion of the study. Click here to take the survey. 

Getting the message across in natural disasters Phys.Org 
Why do we see images of people being rescued from vehicles stuck in raging floodwaters despite repeated "If it's flooded, forget it" warnings from emergency services and media? Why do some people stay and some people go when a bushfire is bearing down on their home? A team of QUT researchers in the newly formed Bushfire and Natural Hazards CRC is set to find out how people assess the risks of an unfolding natural disaster and use that to decide on their response to events like cyclones and bushfires. 

EM RESOURCES

DHS S&T releases key findings related to wireless emergency alerts IAEM 
The Department of Homeland Security's (DHS) Science and Technology Directorate (S&T) has announced the release of a report entitled: Wireless Emergency Alerts (WEA) Mobile Penetration Strategy. Launched in 2012, WEA provides a national capability to deliver alert messages directly to the public via mobile devices.in a specific affected geographic region. The report characterizes WEA coverage across the nation, identifies barriers to adoption, and suggests options for improving coverage. It provides recommendations for each group on how to improve the utilization of WEA nationwide and maximize public awareness and user acceptance. 

Natural disasters bring risk of fungal infections  LiveScience
Natural disasters can create conditions that put survivors at risk for fungal infections, which are often overlooked, according to a new report from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention. Earthquakes, hurricanes, tornadoes and other natural disasters can displace harmful fungi from their natural habitat, potentially bringing them into contact with injured and vulnerable people, the report said. Individuals may inhale fungal spores, or the spores can find their way into wounds, resulting in infections. 

NEW INSIGHTS 

Steering clear of disaster on the climate 'Titanic' Mother Nature Network 
"Just explain it to me simply ... how much time do we have left?" This is a question Karl Burkart gets asked a lot, and he's found that before long — after explaining the intricacies of the latest IPCC climate science consensus (known as AR5), carbon accounting metrics, "the gigatonne gap," CO2 sequestration, and several other key concepts — his subject's eyes glaze over with either boredom or confusion, or some combination of the two. So he's taken to a metaphor that seems to do the trick: the SMS Titanic.

AROUND THE WORLD

Storm with 100 mph gusts hits soggy Britain The Associated Press via ABC News 
Britain's weather service says it sees the tentacles of climate change in a spate of storms and floods battering the country, but has stopped short of saying warming directly caused the extreme storms. The latest round of bad weather hit Britain's west coast with winds gusting at more than 100 miles (160 kilometers) an hour. 

'Devastating' storm blasts South, heads north USA Today 
More than 300,000 homes and businesses were without power in Georgia and the Carolinas as a fierce winter storm cut an icy swath across much of the South. The massive storm threatened to knock out power for hundreds of thousands more across the South before turning its sights on the Northeast. More than 100 million Americans are under some form of a winter storm warning, watch, or advisory, the National Weather Service said

State audit: Oregon Office of Emergency Management not fully prepared for major disaster The Oregonian 
Oregon's Office of Emergency Management has not finished critical disaster plans and that could delay relief efforts and decrease the effectiveness of recovery efforts, according to an audit released from the Oregon Secretary of State. One of the office's primary responsibilities is to prepare and maintain a statewide emergency management plan, but the audit found that the plan has undeveloped and incomplete sections, including ones on emergency operations, relief and recovery. 

Disaster aid for Colorado flooding surpasses $267 million Insurance Journal 
Since heavy rains brought flooding in September 2013, Colorado survivors have received more than $267 million in federal/state recovery assistance, according to the Federal Emergency Management Agency. More than $219 million has come from disaster grants, flood insurance payments and low-interest disaster loans. More than $48 million has been obligated through the Federal Emergency Management Agency's Public Assistance program, FEMA said. 

West Virginia faces fresh disaster National Journal 
A month after a chemical spill threatened West Virginians' water supply, the state is facing a fresh disaster. Coal slurry spilled into a creek that flows into the Kanawha River after a slurry line ruptured and burst at a coal preparation plant. The slurry contains MCHM, the same chemical that leaked from a chemical-storage tank into the state's Elk River last month leading to a partial ban on drinking water across the state. 

Japan's nuclear regulator raps Fukushima operator over radiation readings Reuters 
Japan's nuclear regulator has criticized the operator of the stricken Fukushima plant for incorrectly measuring radiation levels in contaminated groundwater at the site. Almost three years since the reactor meltdowns at the Fukushima Daiichi station, Tokyo Electric Power Co still lacks basic understanding of measuring and handling radiation, Nuclear Regulation Authority Chairman Shunichi Tanaka said. The utility has been widely criticized for an inept response to the March 2011 disaster. 

Railways quietly withdrew request to cut safety inspections following Lac-Mégantic disaster CBC News via Yahoo News Canada 
It's getting harder not to surrender to cynicism about how big business operates in Canada after learning the railway industry sought to cut back inspection of rail cars carrying dangerous goods before the Lac-Mégantic disaster, shelved it afterward and then denied it had even made the request. Some digging by CBC News has unearthed correspondence between the Railway Association of Canada and the federal transport minister requesting Ottawa repeal rules requiring certified inspectors to examine crucial rail-car components such as brakes, axles and wheels before loading dangerous or explosive cargoes. 

Subscribe here -- it's free!
For more information contact: Kate Walker McClimans, CEM Administrator, kwalker@iaem.com


· IAEM and inWEM - Celebrate and Inspire - Women in Emergency Management & Homeland Security

In Celebration of National Women’s History Month and International Women’s Day

Click here for more information

Date/Time:

Friday, March 7, 2014
	
Time: 

11:00 am to 12:30 pm (EDT)

Click here to register

Women leaders in emergency management and homeland security will discuss one of FEMA’s 2011 National Disaster Recovery Framework’s (NDRF) core principles; Partnerships and Inclusiveness.  The panelists’ primary focus is the important role women leaders’ play in promoting inclusion of “whole community” and respect for social and cultural diversity.

Co-Hosts:	Ms. Nancy Harris, Chair - IAEM Diversity Ad Hoc Committee
	
Dr. Jacqueline McBride, CEM - inWEM Founder and President

Moderator:	Ms. Kay C. Goss, CEM - inWEM 1st Vice President

Panelists:	Ms. Pam Bramlett, Lead Contractor at FEMA’s Emergency Management Institute


“Inspiring Change” …“Celebrating Women of Character, Courage, and Commitment”
Saluting The 2013 International Women in Homeland Security and Emergency Management
Hall of Fame Inductees

· Naval Postgraduate School - Greta E. Marlatt; email: gmarlatt@nps.edu/; 
[bookmark: LETTER.BLOCK16]New or Updated Congressional Research Service (CRS) Reports:
· Discretionary Budget Authority by Subfunction: An Overview. R41726 
· State Government Fiscal Stress and Federal Assistance. R41773 
· The Freedom of Information Act (FOIA): Background, Legislation, and Policy Issues. R41933
· The Lacey Act: Protecting the Environment by Restricting Trade. R42067
· The National Defense Authorization Act for FY2012 and Beyond: Detainee Matters. R42143
· Clean Water Act and Pollutant Total Maximum Daily Loads (TMDLs). R42752
· The Federal Minimum Wage: In Brief. R43089 
· Contractors and HealthCare.gov: Answers to Frequently Asked Questions. R43368
· U.S. Circuit and District Court Nominations During President Obama’s First Five Years: Comparative Analysis With Recent Presidents. R43369
· The 2014 Sochi Winter Olympics: Security and Human Rights Issues. R43383
· Emergency Relief for Disaster Damaged Roads and Transit Systems: In Brief. R43384
· U.S. Rail Transportation of Crude Oil: Background and Issues for Congress. R43390
· Staffing for Adequate Fire and Emergency Response: The SAFER Grant Program. RL33375
· United States Fire Administration: An Overview. RS20071
ASUA Institute of Land Warfare
· Defending the Homeland: The Chemical Biological Radiological Nuclear Response Enterprise http://www.ausa.org/publications/ilw/DigitalPublications/Documents/tb-cbrn/index.html 
Baker Institute for Public Policy
· Hacks on Gas: Energy, Cybersecurity, and U.S. Defense http://bakerinstitute.org/files/6195/download/ 
Brookings
· Potential Effects of the Affordable Care Act on Income Inequality http://www.brookings.edu/~/media/research/files/papers/2014/01/potential-effects-affordable-care-act-income-inequality-aaron-burtless/potential-effects-affordable-care-act-income-inequality-aaron-burtless.pdf 
Census Bureau
· Computer and Internet Access in the United States http://www.census.gov/hhes/computer/ 
Center for a New American Security (CNAS)
· National Coastal Ocean Mapping: Advancing National Defense and Ocean Conservation http://www.cnas.org/sites/default/files/publications-pdf/OceanMapping_MedinaSmithSturgis.pdf 
· Energy Rush: Shale Production and U.S. National Security http://www.cnas.org/energy-rush#.UvcfX02Ya00 
Congress. House. Homeland Security Committee
· Examining Challenges and Wasted Taxpayer Dollars in Modernizing Border Security IT Systems http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/examining-challenges-and-wasted-taxpayer-dollars-modernizing-border-security-it-systems 
· Future of the Homeland Security Missions of the Coast Guard http://homeland.house.gov/hearing/subcommittee-hearing-future-homeland-security-missions-coast-guard 
Congress. House. Oversight & Government Reform Committee
· Health Insurance Co-ops: Examining ObamaCare’s $2 Billion Loan Gamble http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/health-insurance-co-ops-examining-obamacares-2-billion-loan-gamble/ 
· The IRS Targeting Investigation: What is the Administration Doing? http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/irs-targeting-investigation-administration/ 
· Mixed Signals: The Administration’s Policy on Marijuana http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/mixed-signals-administrations-policy-marijuana/ 
· Why the Need for an Insurance Company Bailout? http://oversight.house.gov/hearing/obamacare-need-insurance-company-bailout/ 
Congress. House. Transportation & Infrastructure Committee
· The FAA Modernization and Reform Act of 2012: Two Years Later http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=366219 
· Finding Your Way: The Future of Federal Aids to Navigation http://transportation.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=366184 
Congress. Senate. Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs
· The Federal Government’s Track Record on Cybersecurity and Critical Infrastructure  http://hsgac.senate.gov/download/the-federal-governments-track-record-on-cybersecurity-and-critical-infrastructure 
Congress. Senate. Judiciary Committee
· Privacy in the Digital Age: Preventing Data Breaches and Combating Cybercrime http://www.judiciary.senate.gov/hearings/hearing.cfm?id=138603a26950ad873303535a6300170f 
· The Slow Recovery of the Labor Market http://www.cbo.gov/publication/45011 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
· The Budget and Economic Outlook: 2014 to 2024 http://www.cbo.gov/publication/45010 
· Effects of the Affordable Care Act on Health Insurance Coverage - Baseline Projections http://www.cbo.gov/publication/43900 
· Historical Budget Data - February 2014 http://www.cbo.gov/publication/45067 
· Key Assumptions in Projecting Potential GDP—February 2014 Baseline http://www.cbo.gov/publication/45070 
Department of State
· 2014 U.S. Climate Action Report to the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change http://www.state.gov/e/oes/rls/rpts/car6/index.htm 
Federal Bureau of Investigations (FBI)
· FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, February 2014 http://leb.fbi.gov/2014/february 
· Responding to Persons with Mental Illness: Can Screening Checklists Aid Law Enforcement?
· Pell Grant Fraud Awareness: White-Collar Crime Challenges 
Global Facility for Disaster Reduction and Recovery (GFDRR)
· Inroads to Resilience; global Facility for disaster Reduction and Recovery annual Report https://www.gfdrr.org/sites/gfdrr.org/files/publication/GFDRR_AR_FY13.pdf 
Government Accountability Office (GAO)
· Border Security: DHS Needs to Strengthen Its Efforts to Modernize Key Enforcement Systems. GAO-14-342T [testimony] http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-342T 
· Commercial Space Launches: FAA's Risk Assessment Process Is Not Yet Updated. GAO-14-328T [testimony] http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-328T 
· Federal Contracting: Commercial Item Test Program Beneficial, but Actions Needed to Mitigate Potential Risks. GAO-14-178 
· http://www.gao.gov/products/GAO-14-178 
Heritage Foundation
· 10 Ways the EXPAND Act Would Take the Energy Market in the Right Direction http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2014/pdf/IB4142.pdf 
· Top Homeland Security Priorities for Congress in 2014 http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2014/pdf/IB4130.pdf 
· INNOVATES Act Creates a More Effective National Lab System http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2014/pdf/IB4141.pdf 
· GSE Reform: The Economic Effects of Eliminating a Government Guarantee in Housing Finance http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2014/pdf/BG2877.pdf 
· Economy Better, but Still Growing Too Slowly Because of Anti-Growth Policy http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2014/pdf/IB4144.pdf 
· Don’t Crush the Ability of Entrepreneurs and Small Businesses to Raise Capital  http://thf_media.s3.amazonaws.com/2014/pdf/BG2874.pdf 
Homeland Security Studies and Analysis Institute (HSSAI)
· Analysis of Alternatives (AoA) Methodologies: Considerations for DHS Acquisition Analysis http://www.homelandsecurity.org/node/1161 
Institute for Public Policy
· Hacks on Gas:  Energy, Cybersecurity, and US Defense  http://bakerinstitute.org/media/files/Research/e00e5348/Pub-IT-HacksonGas-020514.pdf 
Pew Research Center for the People & the Press
· Public’s Knowledge of Science and Technology http://www.people-press.org/2013/04/22/publics-knowledge-of-science-and-technology/ 
UPMC Center for Health Security and the National Association of County and City Health Officials (NACCHO)
· Riding the Mobile Wave; What Local Health Departments Need in order to Adopt social Media and Mobile Health Technologies for Emergency Preparedness http://www.naccho.org/topics/emergency/upload/Report-Riding-the-Mobile-Wave_UPMCHealthSecurity-and-NACCHO_Feb2014.pdf 

· New York Citizen Corps Weekly News 

NYC CITIZEN CORPS INITIATIVES:

John D. Solomon Fellowship for Public Service
The John D. Solomon Fellowship for Public Service is now accepting applications from area graduate students for the 2014-15 academic year. We will be filling nine part-time, paid graduate spots. Click here for more information and to apply.
 
We Are New York: "The Storm" Episode
Check out "The Storm"! A 25 minute episode of the We Are New York series geared towards English-language learners (ELL). The episode focuses on emergency preparedness and access to city resources during emergencies and will be accompanied by various learning materials for beginner and intermediate English language learners. "The Storm" and study guide are available to view or download at any time here. If you are interested in learning more about this project or ordering a toolkit to use these materials in your outreach, please contact Emily Accamando at  eaccamando@oem.nyc.gov 
  
Emergency Preparedness for People with Disabilities  
Check out this unique instructional video produced by FEMA containing information specific to Americans with disabilities or other access and functional needs regarding emergency preparedness.
 
EmergeNYC
During Hurricane Irene and Sandy, thousands of volunteers spent time in one of the City's Evacuation or Distribution Centers. NYC Service is working with NYC OEM to recruit New Yorkers who can be called upon in case of an emergency to help staff Evacuation Shelters and Commodity Distribution Points. To find out how you can use your skills for good, visit EmergeNYC.
  
Spread the Word - NYC Citizen Corps News 
If you would like to include information in the NYC Citizen Corps News, or if there is anyone in your organization or another organization that would benefit from this weekly communication, please email citizencorps@oem.nyc.gov with the relevant information.
 
Visit our website for more resources at www.NYC.gov/citizencorps

WEBINARS/EVENTS And RESOURCES:

February 15th - Preparing for an Emergency Workshop
Sponsored by The St. Anne's Guild and Episcopal Church Women, this emergency preparedness workshop will be held at 116-42 Farmers Blvd, St. Albans, NY 11412 at The Episcopal Parish Church of Saint Alban the Martyr. Presentations on preparedness, fire safety, and disaster safety by NYC OEM and FDNY will be held at 10 am and 11:30 am. For more info, click here or send an email. 

February 18th - Emergency Preparedness & Building Resilient Communities: A Four Part Series (For Bronx Service Providers Only)
DOHMH, OEM and CAUSE-NY in conjunction with The Bronx Long-Term Recovery Group present a four-part series on emergency preparedness. Participants can attend individual sessions but are encouraged to participate in all four parts of the series. For more info and registration, click here. 

February 18th - Leading & Managing Your Constituents in Disaster Response Training 
World Cares Center will host this training workshop for community leadership of various non-profit organizations, volunteer groups, institutions, agencies, and faith leaders who will emerge as disaster managers when emergency and disasters strike. For more info and registration, click here. 

February 24th - Emergency Preparedness & Building Resilient Communities: A Four Part-Series (For Queens Service Providers Only)
NYC Department Of Health & Mental Hygiene, NYC OEM & The Jewish Community Relations Council of NY, in conjunction with The Queens Forum Present this four part series. The next three sessions of this series will take place on February 24, March 31, and April 28 at LaGuardia Community College. Participants are strongly encouraged to attend all four sessions. Sessions are free of charge to the Queens community. Registration is required - click here for registration. For more info, email Hannah Weinerman or call 212.983.4800 X144. 

February 25th - Becoming a Nonprofit: Incorporation and Tax Exemption
This workshop, which costs $40 and is offered by Lawyers Alliance for New York, will go step-by-step through the process of incorporating in New York State and applying for federal tax exempt status. Attention will be given to the benefits and obligations of incorporation and tax-exempt status including reporting requirements, the role of board members, and the limitations on lobbying and political activities. For more info and registration, click here. 

February 26th - NYC Citizen Corps Special Needs Symposium
This free symposium will actively engage participants in a discussion around leveraging community partnerships in emergency planning and response for special needs communities.  Attendees will learn from a panel discussion showcasing creative strategies and best practices for serving clients before, during, and after an emergency through the use of community networks and partnerships.  Participants will also have the opportunity to develop their own strategies with their peers during interactive breakout sessions following the panel. For more info and registration, click here.

February 26th - After Sandy: Recovery and Resiliency at NYC's Hospitals
During this program, which costs $20, senior facilities executives at NYU Langone Medical Center, Bellevue Medical Center and Coney Island Hospital will present case studies on Hurricane Sandy's impact, the immediate response, post-storm recovery efforts and initiatives underway to increase resiliency. For more info and registration, click here. 
 
February 27th - Rebuild and Repair in New York City: Sandy Recovery Symposium II
This free symposium is designed to familiarize recovery staff and advocates with best practices of disaster recovery, including successes and challenges here in New York City, and will provide updates from city and government programs as well as practical application of those programs.  The schedule is also designed to allow participants to network and collaborate across organizations. For more info and registration, click here. 
 
May 15th - Core Principles of Trauma-Informed Care: The Essentials 
This full-day conference held at NYU Kimmel Center is the first in an ongoing workshop series about evidence-based trauma treatments. The program will expose participants to the essentials of trauma, including: defining trauma and trauma in the recovery process; examining the neurobiological implications of trauma; exploring EBP and emerging interventions; and looking at aspects of evidence-informed care in different populations. For more info and registration, click here. 

SAMSHA Disaster Response Phone App Now Available
The SAMHSA Disaster App makes it easy to provide quality support to survivors. Users can navigate pre-deployment preparation, on-the-ground assistance, post-deployment resources, and more-at the touch of a button from the home screen. Users also can share resources, like tips for helping survivors cope, and find local behavioral health services. For more info, click here.  

FEMA Seeks Applicants for Youth Preparedness Council
The Youth Preparedness Council is a unique opportunity for youth leaders to serve on a highly distinguished national council. Additionally, the youth leaders have the opportunity to complete a self-selected youth preparedness project and to share their opinions, experiences, ideas, solutions and questions regarding youth disaster preparedness with the leadership of FEMA. Any individual between the ages of 12 and 17 who is engaged in individual and community preparedness or who has experienced a disaster that has motivated him or her to make a positive difference in his or her community, may apply. For more info and the application, click here.  
 
Training Courses - Primary Care Emergency Preparedness Network 
The Primary Care Emergency Preparedness Network (PCEPN) has developed a comprehensive training schedule for New York City's primary care centers. These courses have been designed to develop and enhance staff knowledge around some of the basic core competencies of emergency management. Visit www.pcepn.org for dates and detailed training course descriptions. To register, click here. Please note that you do not need to be a PCEPN member to participate.   

Free Online Training Course on Disaster Preparedness
The University of Pittsburgh, through Coursera, is offering a free Disaster Preparedness course. Please see the link and the course description below. This course will examine the Disaster cycle, government and institutional response, and personal preparedness plans. For more info and registration, click here. 

SANDY RECOVERY:

#ConeyRecovers Mental Health Grant Program (Deadline 2/14/14) 
#ConeyRecovers has released a request for proposals to mental health providers serving the Coney Island community. Program awardees will receive direct funds to continue and build out long-term mental health recovery services for local residents impacted by Hurricane Sandy. Grant awards may range from $1,000 - $25,000. Click here to learn more about #ConeyRecovers and this program, and click here for an application. 

Resiliency Innovations for a Stronger Economy Competition (Deadline 2/28/14)
This competition seeks projects that implement innovative measures to strengthen New York City's building systems and infrastructure networks. Potential applicants include the developers, manufacturers or providers of new resiliency technologies and solutions, as well as property owners, managers and businesses. For more info and to apply, click here. 
 

FEMA Proof of Loss Filing Extension (Deadline 4/28/14)
A six month extension has been granted to Sandy survivors still in need of filing a critical legal document that itemizes losses they feel should be covered in insurance settlements. The Proof of Loss form is crucial to accessing federal relief funds such as those available through the New York State Housing Recovery Program. Read more on the extension and form here. 

Trouble the Water: Share Your Sandy Story 
Share your story! Help build a reservoir of local knowledge from cultural conversations on Hurricane Sandy, traditions, work and resilience.Staten Island Arts is working with the National Storytelling Network to create an online archive that documents the experiences of Staten Islanders during Hurricane Sandy. For more info, click here.   

New York State Citizen Preparedness Corps Training
Governor Cuomo has launched the New York State Citizen Preparedness Corps so residents have the tools and resources to prepare for any type of disaster, respond accordingly and recover as quickly as possible to pre-disaster conditions. All training sessions will be coordinated with local county emergency management personnel. For more info about these trainings and program, click here.  

Rebuilding Together NYC Joins NRNYC Home Repair Program
As part of the program, Rebuilding Together NYC will help assist low-income homeowners who may not be eligible for New York City's Build it Back program with a range of repairs for their Sandy-damaged homes. The program aims to rebuild up to 650 homes in 2014. Homeowners interested in being candidates for this program who are not registered for Build it Back can call NRNYC at 212-455-9309 for more information.

Lutheran Social Services of NY Sandy Legal Representation Project
The NY Sandy Legal Representation Project at Lutheran Social Services of New York (LSSNY) is designed to provide free, needed legal services to immigrant and undocumented survivors of Superstorm Sandy. The agency is currently accepting referrals to this program. Please email Priya Patel or call (212) 265-1826 ext. 3009 for additional information, or to refer a client.

JASA's Emergency Response Volunteer Program
JASA's Department of Volunteer Services would like to invite all interested volunteers to participate in their Emergency Response Volunteer Program. This program will train volunteers in effective techniques for assisting seniors in the aftermath of a disaster. Volunteers will attend a concise two hour training where they will learn how to perform vital tasks such as assessing the needs of our seniors and supplying them with basic necessities. Please contact Rosa Perez at 212-273-5285 or rperez@jasa.org to schedule a training session or to learn more. 
 
24/7 Access to Crisis Support
If you are experiencing emotional distress related to severe winter weather, please note that LifeNet is always fully operational with 24/7 access to crisis support for all New Yorkers. You can reach LifeNet by calling 1-800-543-3638. If you are in/outside New York, you can also call the national Disaster Distress Helpline at 1-800-985-5990. Both services are toll-free, multi-lingual and confidential. 
 
Updated List of Repair and Rebuild Groups from NYC VOAD 
Based on individual reporting, voluntary agencies listed in the Housing Recovery Resource Guide plan to provide more than 1,200 rebuild services in New York City in 2014. The vast majority of organizations are working in only one borough, with 355 services listed in Brooklyn. To add, change, or update information, email Maureen Medina at World Cares. Thanks to Colleen Smallfield at New York Cares for the guide.
   
Hurricane Sandy NY Resource List
Check out these great tools to see some of the resources available to New Yorkers in the wake of Hurricane Sandy.
1. NY Disaster Grants Resources Guide (UPDATED) 
1. NY State Recovery Resources Center  
1. Brooklyn Community Foundation- Recovery Resources  
1. NY Hurricane Sandy Disaster Recovery Resources (UPDATED)    
1. NYDIS: Online Sandy Recovery Guide & Resources (with Widgets)  

· T&E Committee Web Page Update = updates have been posted!

The IS 2000 National Preparedness System and IS 2800 National Response Framework will be published within the next two weeks.  In anticipation, EMI wanted to share talking points that will help socialize the new materials and the course numbering system.

· A secure and resilient Nation with the capabilities required across the whole community to prevent, protect against, mitigate, respond to, and recover from the threats and hazards that pose the greatest risk (National Preparedness Goal, SEP 20111)

· The Emergency Management Institute is publishing National Preparedness System training material for our online Independent Study Program (ISP) course format.  The National Preparedness System ISP courses will be arranged in the 2000 series course numbering system.   In some cases, these are new ISP courses within the 2000 series.  In one case, IS 800.b is replaced by IS 2800 National Response Framework.

· Organizations determine training requirements based on their need.  The IS 2800 National Response Framework should be reviewed to determine training requirements based on need.

	CURRENT
	STATUS
	REPLACES

	 
	 
	 

	IS 2000 National Preparedness System (FEB 2014)
	Pending FEB 2014
	 

	 
	 
	 

	IS 2001 Threat Hazard Identification Risk Assessment
	Available
	 

	 
	 
	 

	IS 2500 National Prevention Framework
	TBD
	 

	 
	 
	 

	IS 2600 National Protection Framework
	TBD
	 

	 
	 
	 

	IS 2700 National Mitigation Framework
	TBD
	 

	 
	 
	 

	IS 2800 National Response Framework (FEB 2014)
	Pending FEB 2014
	Replaces IS 800

	 
	 
	 

	IS 2900 National Disaster Recovery Frameworks
	Available
	 



*Table contains talking points for IS 2000 National Preparedness System and IS 2800 National Response Framework

· The Three Mile Island Nuclear Crisis in Perspective: Analyses, Stories, Policies, 
March 27-28, 2014, Penn State Harrisburg, Middletown, PA 

Join us at our two-day on-site conference here at the Harrisburg campus of The Pennsylvania State University as we re-examine the lessons learned from the historic Three Mile Island nuclear crisis and answer important questions about how TMI set a precedent for nuclear security and safety, how it informed research, and how the event provided a catalyst for social change. We’ll also examine the management of complex catastrophic events today. What does such management look like in the era of Homeland Security?
  
Please find the full program attached. Highlights include: 

· Keynote speeches from: Harold Denton - President Jimmy Carter’s personal adviser for the TMI accident Arnie Gundersen - Fairewinds Energy Education, expert witness in the investigation of the TMI accident James Loy - Former Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security Robert Walker - Former Pennsylvania Congressman Mark S. Singel - Former Lt. Governor of Pennsylvania
· Oral history panel – The TMI accident from the point of view of involved/affected communities
· Round table: TMI 1979 in perspective – Changes in nuclear security and safety
· Panel: TMI and the comprehensive approach to crisis management – cross-disciplinary perspectives from Penn State research
· Student panel: Nuclear energy policy 
· Concluding round table: Challenges ahead – What we did (not) learn from TMI for the era of Homeland Security

My team and I would be happy to welcome you here at Penn State Harrisburg on the occasion of this conference that beyond covering the TMI accident anniversary seeks to make a contribution to addressing the civil security research perspective within the field of homeland security studies. 

To register: http://www.eventbrite.com/e/conference-tmi35-the-three-mile-island-nuclear-crisis-in-perspective-tickets-9802807461 

Have questions about Conference: TMI@35 -- The Three Mile Island Nuclear Crisis in Perspective? Contact Penn State Harrisburg, Chair of Homeland Security 


Thank you and have a cozy weekend,   

Barbara 

Barbara L. Johnson
Higher Education Program Assistant
FEMA/EMI/NETC
Department of Homeland Security
16825 S. Seton Avenue, K016
Emmitsburg, MD 21727 
Ph: (301) 447-1452
Barbara.Johnson3@fema.dhs.gov 
http://training.fema.gov/emiweb/edu 

 “FEMA’s mission is to support our citizens and first responders to ensure that as a nation we work together to build, sustain, and improve our capability to prepare for, protect against, respond to, recover from, and mitigate all hazards.”

FEMA and the EMI Higher Education Program do not endorse any non-government Web sites, companies or applications.   



