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Can You Spot a Meth Lab?
The prevalence of methamphetamine is often overshadowed in the news by the 
heroin and fentanyl problem we’re currently seeing, but meth use is serious and 
is increasing in certain regions, such as the Midwest. Meth is easy to make and 
labs are often found in small towns or rural areas. Labs can be large or small, even 
small enough to fit in a car. 

While law enforcement officers must try to curb the drug trade and stop addicts and 
dealers, firefighters and EMS personnel may find themselves at a fire scene that 
turns out to be a meth lab. These are incredibly dangerous conditions, not only be-
cause of the hazardous chemicals and gases that may be present but also because 
illegal drug manufacturers may have booby trapped the lab. It is important firefight-
ers know the signs of a meth lab:

• Propane tanks with fittings that have turned blue. 
• Strong ammonia, ether, acetone or urine smell.
• Jars of different colored liquids with crystals or solids at the bottom.
• Large numbers of stripped lithium batteries or cold tablet containers.
• Glass cookware and frying pans; bottles or jars with rubber tubing.

The Firefighter Support Foundation has a 2-part free video training “Meth Labs, 
Meth Lab Response, and Meth Users” available through FireEngineering.com. The 
hour long video program describes meth lab indicators, recognizing signs of meth 
users, the chemicals used for meth production and how to handle a lab or a user.

(Source: FireLink.com)

The Latest Updates on Drones and Regulations
Last month, a court struck down the 2015 Federal Aviation Administration (FAA) 
regulation requiring non-commercial owners to register Unmanned Aircraft Systems 
(UAS). Commercial users must still register their UAS. The FAA is deciding what its 
response to this will be; other flight restrictions still apply.

This is a blow to law enforcement as efforts to control drone activity in restricted 
no-fly areas continues. How can jurisdictions enforce no-fly restrictions when the 
owner of the drone and even the drone itself can’t be found? While many new 
drones have built-in software that won’t let pilots fly within five miles of a no-fly 
zone, plenty of UAS systems don’t have these limitations and the software doesn’t 
address other restrictions or the possibility of flying too close to an aircraft that isn’t 
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in a no-fly zone.

Two recent near-misses with manned aircraft highlight the issue. A drone was spot-
ted above a Chicago airport by a pilot and another was found on the same airfield 
recently. In the Charlotte, NC, area, a drone nearly collided with a police helicopter at 
night over a crowded sporting event. The owners of these drones in all these cases 
have yet to be found. 

One option state and local jurisdictions have is to increase local penalties and fines, 
which may make it less appealing to test the laws. Another option, which local offi-
cials did after the Chicago incident, is to send letters to residents informing them of 
drone restrictions near airports and the penalties if caught. But the same problem 
remains: how to fine an owner that can’t be found.

We are a long way from figuring out this problem and hopefully will never see a major 
accident due to UAS owners ignoring restrictions and common sense, but many 
believe it is just a matter of time. While security experts warn about terrorist use of 
drones or other security concerns, we have enough to worry about when the threat is 
coming from our own backyards.

(Source: FAA)  

Webinar: EMS and Infectious Diseases
Over the last few years, the United States has developed a tiered national network 
to manage patients who may be infected with Ebola or other special pathogens. A 
critical component of this network is patient transport between medical facilities, yet 
many questions remain about how to do this safely and successfully. 

ASPR’s Technical Resources, Assistance Center, and Information Exchange (ASPR 
TRACIE) is holding “EMS and Infectious Diseases: Challenges & Resources for Pro-
vider Protection,” a webinar to address challenging questions on this topic. The we-
binar will take place Thursday, June 22 from 2:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. Eastern. Those 
interested must register. Please note that this webinar will be limited to the first 1,000 
registrants.

The webinar will introduce the EMS Infectious Disease Playbook, ASPR TRACIE’s 
soon to be released one-stop information source to guide transporting patients 
known to have or suspected of having an infectious disease. Other topics covered in-
clude how Ebola changed response; where to find planning resources; what partners 
should be involved in preparedness planning; and how to handle cross-jurisdictional 
transport of patients who may be infected with special pathogens.

(Source: ASPR TRACIE)

First Responder Group Newsletter 
The Siren newsletter, produced by the Department of Homeland Security’s First Re-
sponder Group (FRG), provides first responders the latest news on upcoming tech-
nology, programs and initiatives from FRG and Science & Technology Directorate.

Recent issues delivered stories on improving hurricane planning and evacuation; 
facial recognition; wearable communications devices; flood resilience and social me-
dia; and Counter-Unmanned Aerial System experiments. Contact first.responder@
dhs.gov to request a subscription. All back issues are available online.

(Source: DHS FRG)
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