


growth suppression methods; and removal, sale with limitations, and adoption of excess wild
horses. Priority areas for gathering are areas where wild horses stray on to private and state lands
and areas where monitoring indicates resource impacts from wild horses do not meet the land
management standards of each agency. Our agencies propose to begin gathering in 2024 or 2025
to remove excess horses. The goal is to achieve the appropriate management level at the earliest
opportunity.

Alternatives 2, 3, and 4 also include amendments to the Malheur National Forest Land and
Resource Management Plan to establish an appropriate management level of wild horses jointly
with the Bureau of Land Management consistent with the direction of each agency and guidance
under the Wild and Free-Roaming Horses and Burros Act.

The PEA and supporting documents are available online at:
https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=44570. The PEA is also available for review at the
Malheur National Forest, Supervisor’s Office and the Prineville Bureau of Land Management
District Office.

How to Comment

The opportunity to comment on the preliminary environmental assessment ends 30 days
following the first day after publication of he legal notice in the Blue Mountain Eagle
(newspaper of record). Computation of he 30-day time period for this designated opportunity for
comment will follow 36 CFR Part 218.25(a)(2) and 36 CFR 219.16(2), 219.16(c)(4), and
219.16(d). The publication date in the Blue Mountain Eagle is anticipated to be June 14. The
publication date of the legal notice in the newspaper of record is the exclusive means for
calculating the time to submit written comments on a proposed project. Those wishing to
comment should not rely on dates or timeframe information provided by any other source. It is
the responsibility of all individuals and organizations to ensure that their comments are received
in a timely manner. Forest Service regulations do not allow the comment period for an
environmental assessment to be extended (36 CFR 218.25(a)(1)(iv)).

Submitting Comments

The preferred method to submit comments is electronically to the Comment Analysis and
Response Application (CARA) database at: https://cara.fs2c.usda.gov/Public//CommentInput?
Project=44570.

Electronic comments must be submitted in a format such as an email message, plain text (.txt),
rich text format (.rtf), or Word (.doc, .docx).

Alternatively, written comments concerning the project may be submitted using the following
methods:

e Postal mail: Attn: Wild Horse, Blue Mountain District Ranger, Blue Mountain Ranger
District, Malheur National Forest, 431 Patterson Bridge Road, PO Box 909, John Day,
Oregon 97845.

e Hand delivery: Attn: Wild Horse, Blue Mountain District Ranger, Blue Mountain
Ranger District, Malheur National Forest, 431 Patterson Bridge Road, John Day, Oregon.
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