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Dear Interested Member of the Public: 

The Forest Service is beginning analysis of the proposed Humptulips Thinning project.  The 

proposal would commercially thin up to 70 acres and conduct various other restoration activities.  

Project Location 

The project area is located on the Pacific Ranger District of the Olympic National Forest, Grays 

Harbor County, Washington.  The legal description of the proposed project area is within 

Township 22 North, Range 9 West, Sections 02 and 35 within the Lower West Fork Humptulips 

sub-watershed.  Forest Roads in the area include 220400 and 220700.  

Purpose and Need 

There is a need for action at this time and in this location to improve conditions for increased 

habitat diversity in second growth stands that were clear cut 70 years ago.  The stands are 

allocated in the Forest Plan as Late Successional Reserve designed to serve as habitat for late-

successional and old-growth related species.  Thinning or other silvicultural treatments inside 

these reserves may occur if the treatments are beneficial to the creation and maintenance of late-

successional forest conditions.   

Based on the current condition of these second growth stands, there is a need for the 

management of the forest landscape for restoration of resilient, healthy forest stands and riparian 

reserves that provide vegetative and structural diversity that supports well distributed populations 

of native plants and protects and restores habitat.  If left untreated, it would take many years for 

natural disturbances and natural competition to create the patchiness and tree structure that many 

wildlife species depend on.  Restoration thinning can ‘speed up’ the transition from the past 

emphasis on even-age management to today’s emphasis on restoration of older forest conditions.   

A resulting benefit of thinning forests is generation of commercial wood products that provides 

economic benefits to local communities on the Olympic Peninsula.  In addition, wildlife and fish 

are an important economic and cultural resource for local communities and will benefit from 

improved habitat. 

Proposed Action 

Thinning 

There are three thinning areas displayed on the attached map and thinning would occur in a 

subset of these areas (70 acres or less of treatment).  This would include application of variable 

density commercial thinning (thinning, heavy thinning, gaps up to 1/4 acre in size, and untreated 

skips). These treatments will increase the variation in tree spacing across the stand and promote 
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the development of multiple canopy layers (structural complexity).  Thinning may occur within 

riparian reserves, outside of ‘no-harvest’ buffer areas, to improve riparian conditions.   

Haul Roads 

Thinning would be accomplished through ground based logging. Roads to be used for equipment 

and hauling are 220400 and 220700.  In addition, three roads (2207010, 2204018, and 2200010) 

are in a closed/stored status (Maintenance Level 1) and would be used for the project then placed 

back in storage.  When the roads are placed back in storage actions may include removal of 

culverts and fills, construction of waterbars or other drainage features, mulching and native 

revegetation of disturbed areas.  Vehicle access will be restricted on these roads, but measures 

will be taken to maintain access for foot travel.  No decommissioning of Forest system roads is 

proposed.  The project will also include up to ½ mile of temporary road.  Temporary roads will 

be closed to vehicle traffic after used.  To facilitate haul on system and temporary roads, some 

road surface rock would be required.  When feasible, on-Forest rock sources, as opposed to off-

Forest commercial sources, would be used.   

Other Restoration 

Field inventory is currently underway to determine the location of activities which may include 

any of the following, weed treatments, snag creation, leaving coarse wood or slash piles, seeding 

or planting native forbs or shrubs, installing next boxes for flying squirrels, removing branches 

or adjacent trees from marbled murrelet trees.  In addition, one culvert at mile post 0.22 of FSR 

2204000 would be replaced in order to improve fish passage.   

Implementation of the thinning and other restoration activities may require temporary closure of 

forest roads during project activities.  

Proposed Timeline 

I estimate implementation would begin in 2020 and it may require up to five years to complete 

the project.   

Decision Framework and Responsible Official 

As the Pacific District Ranger, I will be the Responsible Official to make the decision concerning 

this proposal, including any mitigation measures and management requirements the project may 

require.   

In regulations for implementing the National Environment Policy Act, the Forest Service 

identified certain categories of projects that are routine activities that normally do not have a 

significant effect on the human environment.  The specific category for thinning is 36 CFR 

220.6(e)(12): Harvest of live trees not to exceed 70 acres, requiring no more than ½ mile of 

temporary road construction.  The specific category for stream improvement is 36 CFR 

220.6(e)(18) Restoring wetlands, streams, riparian areas or other water bodies by removing, 

replacing, or modifying water control structures such as, but not limited to, dams, levees, dikes, 

ditches, culverts, pipes, drainage tiles, valves, gates, and fencing. 

I anticipate this specific project will fit within these categories and does not have the potential for 

significant effects.   

 

 



https://www.fs.usda.gov/project/?project=56389


 



 

 




