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Dear Friends and Neighbors of the Coronado National Forest: 

 

The Coronado National Forest (CNF), Santa Catalina Ranger District, is announcing an 

opportunity to comment during a 30-day scoping period on the Tanque Verde Falls Recreation 

Enhancement Project (TVREP). The project is a proposal to develop recreation facilities, 

improve non-motorized recreation trails and remediate resource damage in the vicinity of Tanque 

Verde Falls, the commonly used name for a two mile stretch of Tanque Verde Canyon located on 

the Santa Catalina Ranger District at approximately 3,000 feet in elevation within Township 13S, 

Range 16E, Section 36.   

 

Redington Pass, and the area around Tanque Verde Falls in particular, is a popular recreation 

destination on the edge of the Tucson metropolitan area in the CNF. The area offers hiking, 

mountain biking, equestrian, wildlife viewing, motorized recreation and other opportunities 

within 20 miles of 650,000 Pima County residents. Available information compiled by the US 

Forest Service and partner organizations indicates that the majority of visitation to Redington 

Pass/Tanque Verde Canyon is day use in nature, with visitors originating from the Tucson 

metropolitan area.   

 

Recreation infrastructure in the area is extremely limited given the area’s popularity. There are 

only two official National Forest System Trails in the area – lower Tanque Verde Falls trail (0.35 

miles) and upper Tanque Verde Falls trail (0.2 miles). Each of these trails delivers hikers to the 

bottom of Tanque Verde Canyon. Hikers then explore approximately two miles of canyon 

bottom to access pools, waterfalls and other features. This situation can create a public safety 

hazard, as the area is highly susceptible to flash flooding especially during the summer monsoon 

season. 

 

In cooperation with the CNF, the Friends of Redington Pass, a local nonprofit organization, led a 

volunteer planning effort that culminated in the Redington Pass Collaborative Area Management 

Plan, released in May 2016. The plan used a collaborative, citizen-driven process to identify 

issues and describe a recreation development and management approach. Although not a formal 

government planning document, this plan offers suggested management prescriptions that could 

be pursued jointly with the CNF and other partners. The CNF has taken under advisement many 

of the prescriptions contained in the Collaborative Area Management Plan specific to Tanque 

Verde Falls in the development of this proposed action. 

 

In accordance with the National Environmental Policy Act, we will complete an environmental 

analysis to evaluate and disclose the effects of proposed repairs, upgrades, and new facilities 

outlined in the TVREP.  
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Purpose and Need 

The purpose of the project is to effectively manage existing and expected recreation use in a 

manner that improves public safety, provides a high quality recreation experience and protects 

forest resources. 

 

There is a need to improve recreation and resource conditions in the Tanque Verde Falls area, 

which hosts approximately 45,000 to 50,000 visitors annually. The area’s undeveloped setting 

has contributed to several resource and safety issues. In the absence of adequate parking 

facilities, visitors to Tanque Verde Falls have created unofficial parking areas in a manner that 

has damaged native vegetation. The area also lacks restroom facilities, which results in 

unsanitary disposition of human waste and associated resource impacts. Public safety is also a 

concern. Since 1970, over 30 fatalities have occurred in Tanque Verde Canyon as the result of 

drownings, heat-related incidents and other preventable factors. Vandalism, underage alcohol 

consumption, and other illegal activities throughout the area may also deter use of the area by 

some community members.  

 

Proposed Action 

The proposed Forest Service action is to develop recreation facilities, improve non-motorized 

recreation trails and remediate resource damage in the vicinity of Tanque Verde Falls. The 

project includes several related components of site and trail development and improvement.   

 

The timing/phasing of the improvements is dependent on the availability of funds. It is 

anticipated that the trail and visitor information elements would be completed first, possibly 

within three years. The site and trailhead development elements may be completed over a period 

greater than three to ten years. 

 

The table below provides a summary of the elements proposed as part of the TVREP. Additional 

project materials, including maps and site plans, are available on the project webpage: 

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=53989. 

 
  

http://www.fs.fed.us/nepa/nepa_project_exp.php?project=53989
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Table 1. Summary of Proposed Tanque Verde Falls Recreation Enhancement Project Elements 

Element # 
Tanque Verde Falls Recreation 

Enhancement Plan Element 
Description 

1 Western Slope Recreation Site 

The proposed action includes a new recreation site on the 

north side of Redington Road at milepost 3.5 at a location 

already disturbed by user-created parking and vehicle 

off-loading.  

The facility would provide trailhead parking for the non-

motorized trail system and a small staging/off-loading 

area for motorized use. The proposed facility elements 

include 42 passenger vehicle spaces and 10 trailer spaces 

surfaced with aggregate; a concrete vault restroom; four 

shaded picnic areas; trash service; information kiosk and 

a graded event space with a shade ramada. The total 

estimated disturbance footprint is 64,000 sq. feet, of 

which more than half is currently impacted.  This facility 

would provide the required amenities to charge a 

Standard Amenity Fee under the Federal Recreation 

Lands Enhancement Act; a fee for use of this facility 

could be considered in the future. 

2 
Upper Tanque Verde Falls 

Trailhead 

The new trailhead would be located on the northwest side 

of Redington Road at milepost 4.4. The proposed facility 

elements include parking for 18 passenger vehicles 

surfaced with aggregate; a visitor information kiosk; 

naturalized sitting areas and a footpath to a scenic 

overlook. The total estimated disturbance footprint of 

development is 25,000 sq. feet. 

3 
Restoration and Closure of 

Unauthorized Parking Areas 

Lacking developed parking areas, visitors have created 

their own parking on the side of Redington Road.  

Approximately 1.1 acres and associated vegetation and 

soils have been impacted.  The areas that are not within 

the footprint of the proposed Western Slope Recreation 

Site and Upper Tanque Verde Falls would be closed with 

vehicle barriers.  The impacted area would be remediated 

with erosion control and native plants. 

4 Tanque Verde Falls Overlook 

Development of a pedestrian overlook for Tanque Verde 

Falls, including the development of a small graded area 

(approximately 75 sq. feet) and adequate safety railing.  

This overlook would serve as a recommended viewing 

location for the waterfall during dangerous high flow 

conditions. 
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Element # 
Tanque Verde Falls Recreation 

Enhancement Plan Element 

 

Description 

5 
New Trail Construction – Canyon 

Rim Trail 

Construction on an approximately 1.25 mile long, class 3 

non-motorized trail on the north side of Tanque Verde 

Creek.  The trail would connect the Lower and Upper 

Tanque Verde Falls Trails, the Tanque Verde Falls 

overlook and the Western Slope Recreation Site. 

6 
New Trail Construction – 

Connector Trail 

Construction of an approximately 1.0 mile long, class 3 

non-motorized trail on the north side of Redington Road.  

The trail would connect the Lower and Upper Tanque 

Verde Falls Trailheads and the Western Slope Recreation 

Site.   More than half of this trail follows an existing, 

user-created trail. 

 

7 Adoption of Existing Trails 

One half mile of existing, user-created trails including the 

“Blue Line Trail” would be incorporated into the CNF 

trail system after appropriate maintenance and 

improvement work has been completed. 

 

8 
Visitor Information and 

Wayfinding 

The installation of wayfinding signs and information 

kiosk would occur at the Western Slope Recreation Site, 

Upper and Lower Tanque Verde Falls Trailheads and 

along trails. These materials, produced in English and 

Spanish, would emphasize safe and low impact 

recreation practices that follow Tread Lightly and Leave 

No Trace principles.  

 

9 Overnight Camping Prohibition 

Overnight camping would be prohibited on National 

Forest Lands from MP 3.3 to MP 4.4 of Redington Pass 

Road, inclusive of the recreation site and two trailheads. 

 

 

Where appropriate, volunteer labor using hand tools would be used to implement the 

improvements and construction activities outlined in the TVREP.  Larger construction tasks 

requiring specific expertise or equipment would be completed by professional contractors, when 

necessary.  

 

These elements would help achieve the following desired condition for Tanque Verde Falls: 

 

The Tanque Verde Falls area is a valued component of a system of easily accessible, outdoor 

recreation areas surrounding the Tucson metropolitan area. Visitors to the area can enjoy safe, 

clean, and well-managed experiences in a largely natural setting without conflicts with illegal 

activities or exposure to excessive noise and disturbance.  A system of well-planned and 

sustainable trails and facilities provide visitor access while helping prevent littering, congestion 

and undue visitor exposure to safety risks such as flash flooding.  
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Ease of access to high quality recreation opportunities, impressive scenery, and the seasonal 

presence of water in Tanque Verde Canyon are the area’s primary attractions. The area also 

serves as a gateway to the larger Redington Pass landscape by offering accurate information, 

sanitation facilities and motorized staging facilities that integrate well with other recreation 

uses. 

 

Visitors appreciate the unique qualities of Tanque Verde Falls and the broader Redington Pass 

landscape such as its crossroads location, rural backcountry character and natural and human 

history.  Visitors act in a way that is respectful of others and the environment, exhibiting an 

understanding of responsible recreation behavior. 

 

The area is predominately a natural Sonoran Desert landscape, but the Tucson metropolitan 

area and nearby residential development are clearly visible from many trails and facilities.  

Development and management actions preserve environmental quality by limiting erosion, 

vegetation loss, wildlife disturbance and general natural resource degradation. 

 

Recreation use of the area is moderate to high, with frequent social contact. Many visitors enjoy 

the area in small to medium-sized groups of friends and family. However, the area’s rugged 

canyon and mountain topography offers some opportunities for solitude and a feeling of 

remoteness for those who seek them out.  Recreational and community events are held 

occasionally in appropriate locations.  Opportunities to participate in the care of Tanque Verde 

Falls and Redington Pass are apparent, helping to establish a strong sense of citizen 

stewardship. 

 

Several management strategies are in place to help ensure resource protection, public safety, 

and minimal conflict between recreation activities. Information about the area is readily 

available and provided in formats and languages appropriate for the diversity of visitors.  Based 

on the level of development and ease of access, the area is welcoming for inexperienced outdoor 

visitors and the need for advanced outdoor skills is not mandatory. Visitors are aware of 

inherent risks, especially flash flooding, and understand how to address them. This awareness 

leads to a reduced need for public safety and search and rescue operations. 

 

Decision to be Made  

The District Ranger for the Santa Catalina Ranger District is the Responsible Official for this 

project. The Responsible Official will decide whether or not to authorize the Proposed Action, 

another alternative, or develop an alternative design that meets the purpose and need, or to not 

implement a project at this time. The Responsible Official may also determine that the Proposed 

Action or action alternatives would result in significant effects requiring analysis through an 

Environmental Impact Statement.  

 

How to Comment and Timeframe 

We are now inviting you to submit comments during the scoping period. This scoping period is 

intended to provide interested and affected parties with an opportunity to provide input to inform 

the decision being made by the Responsible Official. Specifically, we would like to invite your 

comments regarding issues, opportunities, concerns, and/or suggestions for the proposed project.   
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