Local Food Systems Response to COVID
AMS Transportation & Marketing Working with Industry & Academia

AMS recently announced the launch of a web-based resource hub designed to assist local and regional food producers and businesses as USDA and its partners develop, share and assess technical assistance resources on local and regional food system responses to COVID-19. The Local Food System Response to COVID Resource Hub was created through a cooperative agreement with the University of Kentucky, Colorado State University and Pennsylvania State University and will be housed on a Colorado State University website. 
The resource hub is a searchable database with the most recent, relevant and useful insights and educational material to help local and regional food producers and businesses adapt their market strategies in the current environment.

Tricia Kovacs, Deputy Administrator of AMS Transportation & Marketing says, “USDA has partnered with three universities and sixteen national organizations to develop a user-friendly Resource Hub that is guided by the voices of the local and regional food sector and designed to best serve them. Through this cross-sector collaboration, our team has been able to amplify the great work being done across the nation and illustrate and support the resiliency of local food systems.”
[bookmark: _GoBack]Under the agreement, USDA is gathering real-time intelligence on what is happening in local and regional marketplaces to understand obstacles and impediments and successful marketing and production strategies and innovations.
Two new Innovation Briefs were recently added to the Resource Hub. These short Innovation Briefs support timely innovations by disseminating easily understood best practices and readily adoptable approaches. Additional Innovation Briefs will be posted to the Resource Hub, along with other original content, on an ongoing basis. Please visit the Resource Hub and sign up for the listserv to stay informed.
Please note that the resources are aimed at the Local and Regional Food sector and are specific to COVID adaptations and best practices. For additional information, please contact Samantha Schaffstall (Samantha.schaffstall@usda.gov) or Jeff O’Hara (jeffreyk.ohara@usda.gov).


