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A SAFO contains important safety information and may include recommended action. SAFO content should be especially 
valuable to air carriers in meeting their statutory duty to provide service with the highest possible degree of safety in the public 
interest. Besides the specific action recommended in a SAFO, an alternative action may be as effective in addressing the safety 
issue named in the SAFO. 
 
Subject: Temporary Parking of Overflow Aircraft. 
  
Purpose: This SAFO provides information and recommendations to air carriers, aircraft operators and all 
pilots regarding the potential effects of parking overflow aircraft in excess of airport capacity.  
 
Background: Airlines have reduced capacity in the National Airspace System (NAS) due to the COVID-
19 pandemic-related flight restrictions. As domestic airlines work to find space to park up to 50% of their 
fleet, airport operators are working to find locations to support temporary overflow aircraft. 
 
Discussion: Extensive overflow parking presents an extraordinarily unusual operational environment. 
Therefore, air carriers, aircraft operators and all pilots should consider the following when considering 
operating into airports where overflow parking is present. 
 

• A thorough Notice to Airmen (NOTAM) review for each flight should be completed to assess and 
determine the specific circumstances present at an airport. Airport conditions will differ and each 
should be known and fully understood prior to departure. 

• Pilots should be particularly proactive during all operations due to potential unexpected 
circumstances resulting from non-standard operations. 

• Pilots should be alert to instrument landing systems (ILS) presentations, fluctuations or inaccuracy 
due to disturbances in ILS beams. 

• Pilots should report all unusual circumstances or events that differ from published expectations. 
• Communication between flightcrew and air traffic control (ATC) entities should be positive and 

clear. If uncertainty exists then a go-around if airborne or stopping the aircraft on the ground 
should be considered. 

• With normal ground operations flow disrupted flightcrew should consider the entire airport to be a 
“hot spot”. 

• All pilots should exercise particular care during night or reduced visibility conditions. 
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The following information is included to inform air carriers, aircraft operators and pilots of some of the 
areas covered in the National Part 139 CertAlert No. 20-02 published by the Airport Safety and 
Operations Division, on March 20, 2020 and available at 
https://www.faa.gov/airports/airport_safety/certalerts/. 
 
Airport operators are encouraged to work collectively as a committee with airline representatives, fixed 
base operators, airport traffic control tower (ATCT) representatives, local FAA technical operations 
personnel, airport tenants, and Aircraft Rescue Firefighting (ARFF)/law enforcement representatives. The 
airport operator, or aircraft parking plan committee under the direction of the airport operator, should 
include or consider the following items when developing an aircraft parking plan: 
 

• Exhaust all space at gates, ramps and aprons first to the fullest extent possible. Attempt to leave 
unimpeded movement between operational and terminal areas.  

• Parking on runways should be avoided to the extent practicable due to the potential increased risk 
of runway incursions. However, please note that some airports have already begun parking on 
runways and therefore it is imperative that operators and flightcrew minimize the risk with the 
means recommended in this SAFO.  

NOTE: Runways that have already been permanently closed or abandoned can be made 
available for overflow parking, as long as the aircraft parking meets the standards.  

• Maximize the use of intermediate taxiway(s) for potential parking.  
• Review all potential airport design or facility impact to include but not limited to: ATCT line of 

sight, communications equipment, impact to Navigation Aids (NAVAIDs), ILS Critical Areas, 
and Visual Aids. 

• Consistent with the requirements of Title 14 of the Code of Federal Regulations  (14 CFR) part 
139, if nonstandard parking locations are utilized, normal notification procedures for closing 
taxiways long-term must be followed, including, but not limited to: NOTAMs, Automatic 
Terminal Information Service (ATIS) updates, barriers, night markings, de-energize lighting, 
operations notification, etc.  

• Extensive coordination should occur with ARFF, law enforcement and other emergency response 
officials, as well as tower personnel on any changes to emergency operation routes.  
 

Recommended Action: Directors of Operations, Chief Pilots, and aircraft operators should notify their 
flightcrew of the existence of various degrees of overflow parking. Air carriers with Safety Management 
Systems (SMS) should perform risk assessments for each airport experiencing overflow parking to determine 
specific risk mitigations. For assistance or questions at specific airports, contact the airport authority. 
 
Contact: Questions or comments regarding this SAFO should be directed to the Air Transportation 
Division at 202-267-8166. 
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