The Fire Service, we would be interested to know where people who are ‘locked in’ are located.  We would want to target these people and carry out a prevention Safe and Well Visits.  At the home visit there would need to be consideration of the individual circumstances and assessment of additional measures.  These may be fire-retardant bedding or aprons for the immobile smokers.  Advice around risk of smoking: switching to vaping, water by the bed/chair/smoking outside where possible etc.  We would be advising on ingress and exits: locked windows/doors and blockages by clutter or disrepair.  We would also promote Key Safes and the numbers to be logged with Carline and Adult Social Care for a Fire Crew to gain access for an incident at the property.

If you encounter a person locked-in to ‘restrict wandering’, you may wish to consider if this is without their consent or after a robust assessment to consider the safety of the person if they do not have capacity to keep themselves safe. It can potentially a Safeguarding Concern around consideration of deprivation of liberty. 

The issue is divided into 1) Community Independent Living and 2) Supported Living, and relies on the capacity of the person.  Everyone is assumed to have capacity unless it has been assessed otherwise.

1. In the Community a family cannot make a decision to lock-in a family member where they consider this to be in the ‘best interests’ of the person, even if this is done with the kindest intentions.  If a person is at risk of wandering the family will need to seek an order through the Court of Protection.  If the person has capacity and agrees to being locked-in to prevent wandering, this is a person-centred decision, but realistically if a person has capacity and agrees the measures then they probably do not need to be locked into their home to prevent wandering.  If the person does have capacity and has agreed to be locked-in due to immobility, there is still a requirement to risk assess and provide a reduction in the risk. 

1. In Care Homes and other Supported Living Schemes an application is likely to be managed and processed internally within West Sussex County Council Adult Social Care through a designated team known as DoLs Team.  This team are qualified to make assessment for capacity and through process make recommendations around prevention or mitigation of risk.

SUGGESTED ACTION : Make a referral to Adult social care assessments - West Sussex County Council
1. Under the 2014 Care Act, Adult Social Care have a duty to carry out an assessment of anyone who appears to have the need for care and support, regardless of their likely eligibility for state-funded care.
1. When Adults’ Social Care staff work with any individual they will consider their wellbeing, the prevention, reduction and delaying of needs arising. They will then provide relevant advice and information to the person.
1. The form is suitable for members of the public and professionals. 

There are other similar prevention type actions such as cameras, which fall under the same guidance.  A person may consent to a camera for the family to monitor their health and wellbeing, and this can be reassuring to both parties.  A person without capacity cannot make that decision and would need to be referred to the Court of Protection or the DoLs (Deprevation of Liberty) Team at WSCC ASC.  It is really down to whether a person can or cannot provide agreement. These details can be noted and included and submitted on the same form as above.

In these restricted wandering prevention cases, we may want our multi-agency partners to consider linked smoke alarms for early warning and other technology which is widely available but comes at an extra cost for the person.  In certain cases, we have in exceptional cases advised on the benefits of personal sprinkler systems, which again would be privately funded.

For those organisations and services working with vulnerable people who would like to learn more about fire risk guidance and intervention, you can refer to the Prevention Team multi-agency fire risk awareness course.  To apply signpost to frs.cptt@westsussex.gov.uk and quote reference MAFRAT.
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