	DfE qualitative research into effective EYSEND practice
Objective: to identify LAs that display different aspects of effective practice

	Effective practice is defined as practice that: 
1. Leads to improved outcomes for children with SEN and disabilities at the end of the Early Years Foundation Stage 

OR: 
2. contributes to indicators linked to improved outcomes. These indicators include, but are not restricted to: 
· increased take-up of the 15 hours and the extended offer;
· improved parental experience; 
· improved data on children with SEN and disabilities, shared between agencies;
· skilled, confident and supported staff in early years settings; 
· successful and timely admission to reception year.   

	Relevant themes: the following are identified as relevant to improved outcomes for children with SEND. Themes include, but are not restricted to:


	Theme
	
	Local area
	Indicator of effective practice
	Contact 

	1. Staff skills and access to support and advice
	SEND training and support for children who do not have an EHCP, including the training of setting SENCOs
	
	
	

	
	Training and support for settings in working with parents of young children with SEN and disabilities, including: discussions related to the identification of needs, and signposting to sources of support for parents
	
	
	

	
	Support and advice available to settings from area SENCOs, EPs, hearing, vision and physical impairment services, speech and language therapy, and others eg Portage
	
	
	

	
	Other 
	
	
	

	2. Special educational provision
	Ordinarily available provision: a good understanding by settings of the provision that they are expected to make ‘ordinarily available’; and what provision or services settings can expect to be provided by the local authority
	
	
	

	
	Widespread use of reasonable adjustments to remove barriers and include disabled young children
	
	
	

	
	Use of funding: Good promotion by local authorities, and good use by settings of the Disability Access Fund and a focus by local authorities on using their SEN Inclusion Funds and Early Years Pupil Premium to improve outcomes 
	
	
	

	
	The use of EHCPs to deploy additional provision or funding and the engagement of parent/carers in the process
	
	
	

	
	The use of special school provision in the early years
	
	
	

	
	A good understanding by settings and LAs of the impact and cost of different types of provision
	
	
	

	
	Other
	
	
	

	3. Joint working
	Needs audit and data: a good understanding of the needs of the local population of young children
	
	
	

	
	Health agencies informing the LA of a child with SEN, and clear responses by the local authority
	
	
	

	
	Good support for settings by health providers for children with a range of medical needs
	
	
	

	
	The joint commissioning of speech and language therapy services and other services provided in the early years
	
	
	

	
	Good work by settings and health visitors with parents, to provide an integrated review between the ages of 2 and 3
	
	
	

	
	Other 
	
	
	

	4. Transition into Reception year
	Successful and timely admission into Reception with age cohort
	
	
	

	
	Good support from settings and services as children move into Reception
	
	
	

	
	Timely assessments of EHC needs and the development of EHC plans in relation to transition  
	
	
	

	
	Other
	
	
	

	5. Local leadership of SEN and disability in the early years
	Strong understanding, engagement and support of senior leaders and elected members for early years and SEN and disability
	
	
	

	
	Priority given to early identification and early intervention through policy and the deployment of resources
	
	
	

	
	Strong joint working by local agencies to secure good outcomes
	
	
	

	
	Monitoring of outcomes for children with SEN in early years
	
	
	

	
	Other
	
	
	

	6. Other
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	



