Think twice before gifting off-road vehicles or e-scooters
While many young people are enthusiastic about adventure and riding, allowing them to use these vehicles illegally can have serious and lasting consequences.
Off-road vehicles including motorbikes, quad bikes and similar machines are classed as motor vehicles and must meet specific standards to be legally ridden on public highways. Riders must also have the landowner’s permission to use them on private land. Even then, dangerous or careless riding can lead to prosecution.
Meanwhile, privately owned e-scooters are illegal to use on public roads, cycle lanes, and pavements, and using one in a public area could lead to it being seized.
Councillor Obaida Ahmed, Cabinet Member for Health, Wellbeing and Community, said: "As a council, we are committed to ensuring the safety and wellbeing of all our residents.
"The anti-social use of off-road vehicles and e-scooters is not only dangerous but also illegal, and the risks to children and young people are very real. Without proper training, safety equipment and a safe place to ride, they face serious injury or even death from crashes or falls. 
"There are also risks to other people. Riding illegally on roads, pavements, parks or public spaces can lead to collisions with pedestrians or parked vehicles. 
"Parents should understand the legal and financial consequences too. Vehicles can be taken away, and parents may face fines, compensation claims or even prosecution if they allow illegal riding. 
“Using off-road vehicles on public roads or land for racing or stunts may also break the High Court street racing injunction which is in effect in the Black Country, putting riders in contempt of court.
"Parents may think they are giving their children a fun gift in vehicles like these – but in reality they could be exposing them to serious harm and putting themselves at risk of prosecution. We urge families to think twice before buying these vehicles as presents this Christmas."
She added: “We are working closely with West Midlands Police and other partners to identify and take action against people who are using these vehicles illegally, and are pursuing legal measures against persistent offenders.
“But we need the public’s help. If you witness the anti-social use of off-road vehicles or e-scooters, please report it to us, in confidence.”
