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Childcare Reforms
Capital/ Capacity Funding,
 Expression of Interest

Childcare Reforms
In the March 2023 budget, major childcare reforms were announced to support families with the cost of childcare and to help more people to enter or return to the workforce. These reforms included offering 15 hours funded places to 2-year-olds of working families form April 2024, 15 hours for babies aged 9 months plus from September 2024, then increasing the 15 hours to 30 hours from September 2025. This would result in a capacity increase of 30%.
In addition to the early years reforms, the government aim for all parents of primary school children who need it to be able to access childcare in their local area from 8am – 6pm. This will help to ensure that parents have enough childcare to work full time, more hours and with flexible hours. Parents of primary school aged children will still be expected to pay to access this provision, as this programme aims to increase the availability of childcare, rather than subsidise childcare, but support with costs will be available to eligible parents through Universal Credit childcare and Tax-Free Childcare.
Further information on these reforms can be found Early education entitlements and funding update: March 2023 - GOV.UK (www.gov.uk)
Funding
This programme and funding will be delivered through local authorities, given your existing responsibility to ensure sufficient childcare for children. There will be funding for local authorities to set up new provision and/or the extend current provision to ensure sufficient places are available. The programme funding aims to remove key barriers to setting up new provision or expanding current provision. By providing funding upfront we aim to remove/minimise the financial risk that is often a barrier to setting up or expanding provision. 

Funding received by each local authority has been based on predicted levels of supply and demand. However, unlike other capital grants, guidance has been flexible on how local authority’s use this money but could include: 
· Expansion of existing childcare provision, including expanding existing provision to a different or additional site
· Remodelling of existing provision to create additional capacity
· Creation of new childcare places, whether via the creation of new settings, or expanding provision in existing providers
[bookmark: _Hlk164238550]Expressions of interest in funding can be submitted by completing the following form and returning it to Claire Hardiman Claire.Hardiman@Wolverhampton.gov.uk by Friday 19th May 2024

Contact details
	Name of person completing expression of interest
	

	

	Name of setting
	

	

	Contact number
	

	Contact email
	

	

	Ofsted judgement and date of last inspection
	



	Which element of the reforms are you interested in? (please highlight)
	Early Years Expansion
	Wrap Around Provision



	[bookmark: _Hlk164238417]What is your current delivery model, maximum 500 words
(Include numbers, hours, weeks, staffing etc.)

	











	What is your proposal and how would capital/ capacity funding support this?
maximum 750 words
(Include changes to delivery model and estimated costs)

	











Please return to Claire Hardiman Claire.Hardiman@Wolverhampton.gov.uk by Friday 19th May 2024.
Once all submissions have been reviewed, we will contact you regarding the next steps and application process.
Thank you
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