Big Listen for Youth – Schools Engagement Session Plan
Purpose:
To introduce the Big Listen for Youth, explain the wider participation approach, share the resources available to schools, and gather feedback on how schools can best support meaningful and inclusive participation.
Suggested length: 30–45 minutes
Session outcomes
By the end of the session, schools will:
· understand the purpose of the Big Listen and how the findings will be used;
· understand how the work links to meaningful youth participation;
· see the different ways schools can take part;
· understand the resources available, including PSHE and accessible participation options;
· have an opportunity to shape how the approach works in practice.
1. Welcome and context – 5 minutes
Briefly introduce:
· National Youth Work Week – Where Futures Begin
· the launch of the Big Listen for Youth;
· why we are asking young people again now;
· how this connects to the National Youth Strategy and future development of the Youth Offer in Shropshire.
Key message:
This is not simply a survey exercise. It is part of a wider approach to listening to young people and increasing their influence.
2. What we learned last time – 5 minutes
Briefly reflect on the previous survey.
Highlight that schools supported participation in different ways.
Some schools successfully used a whole-school Teams approach, while others engaged young people through groups or existing school structures.
Explain that this time we want to build on that learning and make participation easier and more inclusive.
3. How schools can participate – 5–10 minutes
Present a flexible menu of options:
· whole-school digital sharing through Teams or school platforms;
· tutor groups or assemblies;
· PSHE lesson;
· school council or pupil voice structures;
· targeted groups;
· SEND or communication-accessible sessions;
· small-group or one-to-one engagement.
Key message:
One Big Listen – different ways to take part.
Schools do not need to use the same approach.
4. Resources available – 5 minutes
Share the resources being developed:
Standard PSHE session
· 45-minute ready-to-run lesson;
· discussion followed by individual survey completion.
Accessible participation session
· visual and communication-friendly;
· suitable for young people who use symbols, AAC, signing, drawing, gesture or other communication methods.
Class Voice Return
· short way for schools to share wider learning from classroom discussion.
Simple format:
3 things we value 3 things we would change 1 thing adults should understand
5. Participation and the Lundy Model – 5–10 minutes
Introduce the four elements:
SPACE
Young people need safe and inclusive opportunities to participate.
VOICE
Young people need support and different ways to express their views.
AUDIENCE
Their views must reach people who have responsibility to listen.
INFLUENCE
Young people need to know what happened as a result.
Explain:
The survey helps us hear young people’s voices, but the wider participation approach is what makes that voice meaningful.
Schools can help us create Space and Voice.
The wider system then has responsibility for Audience and Influence.
6. Discussion with schools – 10 minutes
Ask:
What would work best in your school to involve as many young people as possible?
How can we make sure young people who may not engage with a standard survey are included?
What resources or support would make participation easier?
Optional additional question:
How would you like us to feed the findings back to schools and young people?
Capture feedback and examples of good practice.
7. Close and next steps – 5 minutes
Confirm:
· Big Listen launch date;
· survey link / QR code;
· where resources will be available;
· how schools can provide feedback;
· how findings will be analysed and shared back.
Finish with:
You Said → We Heard → What Happens Next
Please submit responses via the microsoft form
https://forms.cloud.microsoft/e/LVTzSbH2wT?origin=lprLink



